
1 

Patron: RADM Neil Ralph AO DSC RAN (RTD) 

Edited and Published By 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Inc. 

Email to: debriefeditor@gmail.com 

P.O. BOX 7139 Watson ACT 2602 

ABN: 19 068 073 450 

ISSN 2206-7337 

JUNE 2021 

DEBRIEF 

COVER STORY:  OPERATION OVERLORD  
INCLDUING THE BATTLE OF LONG KHAHN 



2 

Dear Members, 

The highlight of the last two months was our ability to hold, face-to-face, a meet-
ing of the Association’s National Council and the 2021 Congress on 12 and 13 
May in Canberra at our usual location, the Tradies Club in Dickson.  All six 
State Branch Presidents attended, some with an observer, as did all the members 
of the National Executive. 

Debate and discussion at National Council was vigorous and challenging, as usual.  Three guests 
are thanked for their addresses to Council; Mr Kel Robertson, researcher and writer, who provid-
ed an update on his research into the origins and history of your association, Mr Matt Anderson 
Director of the Australian War Memorial, on the improvement program for the AWM, and Mr 
Marcus Fielding, Director, National Vietnam Veterans Museum, who briefed Council on current 
developments at Phillip Island.   

The formal proceedings of the Congress on 13 May were dealt with efficiently and there were no 
changes in the appointments of members of the National Executive.  It was the first Congress and 
Council organised by our National Secretary, Terry Roe, who is warmly thanked for his attention 
to the many details that make these meetings successful. 

My thanks also to the visitors who attended Congress, especially the guest speakers, led by the 
Secretary of DVA, Ms Liz Cosson, who spoke with her usual candour about the issues faced by 
the department.  The Secretary was followed by Ms Stephanie Hodson, National Manager Open 
Arms, Dr Bernadette Boss Interim National Commissioner Defence Suicide, and Ms Jane Ander-
son and Ms Katrina Harry, Principal Member and National Registrar of the Veterans Review 
Board. 

On Saturday 15 May I was pleased to be able to accept an invitation from the Launceston Sub-
Branch to attend a commemorative dinner to celebrate its incorporation 41 years past. The dinner 
was planned to celebrate its 40th anniversary last year, but Covid travel restrictions intervened.  
The delay did not quell the importance of the event, nor the sense of energy and cohesion of those 
who attended.  I thank the Committee for their kind invitation. 

With the announcement that a Royal Commission into Veterans’ Suicide would proceed, with in-
put from the Branches a submission was made to the Attorney-General’s Department as to the As-
sociation’s view on what matters should be included in the terms of Reference for the Commis-
sion. 

Finally, on 7 June a commemorative ceremony was held at the Australian Vietnam Forces Nation-
al Memorial in Canberra to honour the 50th Anniversary of Operation Overlord Including Battle of 
Long Khahn.  I was pleased to be invited to lay a wreath on behalf of all Vietnam veterans and 
commend the Commemorations staff of DVA and the participating members of the ADF for their 
excellent arrangements. 

Max Ball 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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The National Commemorative Service for the 50th Anniversary of Operation Overlord  

Including the Battle of Long Khan 

On Monday 7 June 2021 a commemorative service was held at the Australian Vietnam Forces Na-
tional Memoria in Canberra in remembrance of those Australian soldiers and airmen who were 
killed, wounded and served in Operation Overlord, including the Battle of Long Khan in June 
1971. 

Based on reliable evidence of an enemy build up along the central southern border of Long Khan 
province and just north of the Phuoc Tuy province border, Operation Overlord was initiated to lo-
cate and destroy 3 Battalion, 33 NVA Regiment.  On 5 June 1971 the four rifle companies of 4 
RAR/NZ and the battalion headquarters deployed into positions near the south east corner of the 
Courtenay rubber plantation. 

On the same day A and B companies of 3 RAR were flown in by helicopter to landing zones in 
the north and C Company, 3 
RAR moved by APCs to se-
cure the are to be battalion 
headquarters at FSB Pamela, 
four kilometres north of Cour-
tenay Hill. 

D Company 3 RAR in APCs 
and accompanied by two 
troops of tanks, moved to a 
blocking and reserve position 
north of the search area and in 
long Khan province, while B 
Company made a hot insertion 
into an unsecured LZ.  Un-
known to them an extensive 
enemy bunker system lay un-
detected just some 50 metres to 
the south of the LZ.  

 

On 6 June patrolling continued and late that day 5 Platoon of B Company of 3 RAR reported a 
number of enemy and a suspected bunker system, but the lateness of the day made the Company 
Commander, wisely, defer any assault until the next morning.  During the night artillery fire on 
the system endeavoured to pin the enemy down and deter them from slipping away. 

On 7 June, and after preparatory artillery and mortar fire had fall-
en on the enemy position, 5 Platoon moved forward to assault the 
bunker system.  So began eight hours plus of enemy contact 
which was later named the Battle of Long Khan. 

On 7 June 2021, at the commemorative ceremony, Colonel Peter 
Scott DSO (ret’d), the Commanding Officer of 3 RAR in Vi-
etnam described with vigour the events of the day and some of 
those that followed.   

He was followed by His Excellency General the Honourable Da-
vid Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), the Governor General, who gave 
the Commemorative Address. 

COVER STORY 

NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE  

 

Group portrait 5 Platoon, B Company, 3 RAR, at Nui Dat a fortnight after the fierce 
action in Long Khanh province on 7 June 1971, during Operation Overlord. After the 
action, the depleted platoon was brought up to strength with reinforcements, and in 
this photograph numbered 24 men.  Those wounded on 7 June were still convalescing 
or had been medically evacuated to Australia (AWM P05146.001)  

Colonel Peter Scott DSO (Ret’d).    
Photo courtesy DVA 

Continued Page 4 
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A reading was given by Mr Robert Prideaux, a section commander of 6 Platoon, B Company 3 
RAR, in which he gave a stirring account of the attempt by the RAAF to supply ammunition and 
to evacuate Private Mitchell, who had been shot through the throat.  Robert described how in 
close proximity to the enemy the helicopter attempted to land but received heavy machine gun 
fire, turned on its side and crashed in flames.  His section assisted the crew out of their aircraft but 
the pilot and door gunner were killed and two other crewmen were wounded. 

A short account of these events by historian Craig Tibbitts can be read at:  

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/battle-long-khan 

The Service concluded with the laying of wreaths, the Ode and the Final Blessing, followed by 
the departure of the Catafalque Party and the Colour Party.  

Max Ball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above images are screenshots from the YouTube version of the service and may not be of the 

highest quality in a printed copy of Debrief. 

To view the Service, copy this link to your web browser: https://youtu.be/5s4PwM3hHg4 

THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 
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Place    Asia: Vietnam, Vung Tau  
    Special Zone 
Accession Number: REL 36387 
Collection type:  Technology 
Object type:  Vehicle 
Physical description: Plastic, Rubber, Steel 
Maker:   Royal Ordinance Factory 
Place made:  United Kingdom 
Date made:   1950-1962 
Conflict:   Vietnam 1962-1975 

CENTURIAN Mk 5/1 MAIN BATTLE TANK ARN 169056 
ARMOURED REGIMENT, AUSTRALIAN ARMY 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1196718 

History Summary 

This Centurion arrived in Australia as a Mark 3 in early 1952 and was part of the initial purchase 
of sixty vehicles that arrived progressively from 1951. It was converted to Mk5 standard in 1960 
and was further upgraded to Mk5/1 (Aust) standard prior to deployment to South Vietnam in Oc-
tober 1970.  

The vehicle was assigned to HQ Troop C Squadron 1 Armoured Regiment in January 1971 as call 
sign 92C and later moved to 5 Troop as call sign 5B. 

In June 1971, it received battle damage during Operation Hermit Park when the barrel was struck 
by a Rocket-Propelled Grenade (RPG). The initial crew commander during the operation was An-
thony Dickinson, who transferred to another tank. He was followed as crew commander by Bruce 
Cameron. The gun loader over the entire operation was Boris Janic, and the gunner was Kim 
Bayly. The vehicle was driven initially by Terry Jones, who after being evacuated injured was re-
placed by Peter Cadge. After he was evacuated wounded, he was replaced by Bernard Weston. 

This vehicle returned to Australia in September 1971 aboard the transport ship 'Harima Maru'. The 
damaged gun barrel was sectioned and displayed by the 1st Armoured Regiment in Darwin. The 
Memorial acquired the vehicle in 2007. 

Photo courtesy Tony Dickinson taken at Australia 
War Memorial June 7th 2021 50th Anniversary 
Operation Overlord Including Battle of Long 
Kahn. Left to right—Lance Corporal Anthony 
‘Tony’ Dickinson C SQN 1Armourned Regiment; 
Sargent Stanislaw ‘Stan’ Hanuszewicz, Kim Bay-
ley, 2nd Lieutenant Bruce Cameron C SQN, 1st 
Armoured Regiment. 
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The Hon James Griffin MP 
NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Veterans 

Fiona Martin MP 
Federal Member for Reid 

 

JOINT MEDIA RELEASE 

Friday, 18 June 2021 

VETERAN HEALTH BOOST WITH FUSSELL HOUSE OPENING IN NSW 

VETERANS and their families will have improved access to health care with the opening of 

Fussell House at Concord Repatriation General Hospital in Sydney today. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said the 19 room residential accommodation facili-

ty was available to current and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel and their fami-

lies as they access comprehensive mental and physical health services at the world class National 

Centre for Veterans’ Healthcare (NCVH). 

“Fussell House is named after 25-year-old Lieutenant Michael Fussell who was serving with the 

Special Operations Task Group in Afghanistan when he was killed in action by an Improvised Ex-

plosive Device,” Mr Chester said. 

“We can never fully repay the debt we owe to Lieutenant Fussell, but this facility will provide an 

enduring way for us all to honour his memory and sacrifice for our nation in ongoing support of 

our veterans and their families. 

“I am proud to open this facility, which was made possible by a $6.7 million investment from the 

Federal Government in our ongoing commitment to put the health and wellbeing of veterans and 

their families first.” 

Fussell House provides veterans and their families from across Australia with a home away from 

home at Concord as they access the care and support they need. The facility offers private and 

shared spaces and includes family suites, individual rooms, family lounge areas, kitchen, laundry 

and utility rooms and outdoor BBQ area. 

The NCVH is operated by a multidisciplinary team of health professionals at Concord Repatria-

tion General Hospital and offers a unique model of care, integrating a range of specialist outpa-

tient services for mental and physical health and rehabilitation to assess, manage, treat and sup-

port the health and wellbeing needs of veterans. 

NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Veterans James Griffin said the NCVH would relo-

cate into the new $341 million clinical services building expected to open at Concord later this 

year. 

MINISTER MATTERS 

Continued page 29 



7 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
Friday, 28 May 2021 

REFLECTING ON FIRST NATIONS’ STORIES FOR RECONCILIATION WEEK 
 

This Reconciliation Week, Australians are urged to take meaningful action towards reconciliation to the 
theme, More than a word. Reconciliation takes action. 

The week, which takes place from 27 May - 3 June, encourages us all to reflect on the achievements of 
First Nations Australians, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders who have served in defence of 
our nation. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel Darren Chester said Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people had served in every war, conflict and peacekeeping operation that has seen 
Australian participation over the last 100 years. 

"During the First World War, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were not permitted to enlist 
until late 1917, however, throughout the war some recruiting officers ‘looked the other way’ and allowed 
indigenous Australians to enlist," Mr Chester said. 

"During these war years, Australians of European background and Indigenous Australians who served in 
our military were treated as equals and developed a mutual respect that was less evident in civilian life. 

"Between the two World Wars there was increasing recognition of the role Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people could play in the defence of Australia, particularly in northern Australia, and it’s estimated 
that at least 3,000 served during the Second World War alone. 

“One of those was Australia's first published Indigenous poet, Kathleen Walker/Oodgeroo Noonuccal, 
who served with the Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS). 

“Kathleen enlisted in 1942 following the news that her two brothers had been captured by Japanese forces 
in Singapore. 

“Kathleen achieved the rank of Lance Corporal, before discharging in 1944 on medical grounds. Her ex-
perience while serving, including her friendships with African-Americans who served in segregated US 
units and the discrimination she returned to after the war, made her a passionate champion for racial 
equality. 

“Kathleen became a fierce advocate for Indigenous civil rights through political activism and writing. Her 
first collection of poetry was published in 1964 and was well received. 

“Sadly, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were not even classed as Australian citizens until 
1967, but that didn’t stop them from serving their country with honour and distinction. 

“Today, I am proud that the Australian Defence Force boasts more than 1,900 full-time permanent mem-
bers who identify as Indigenous, which represents 3.3 per cent of the total permanent ADF workforce. 

“To those Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who have served, and are currently serving, I say a 
simple and heartfelt, ‘thank you for your service’.” 

ENDS      MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Rachel Tharratt or Cedric Szigeti: 02 6277 7820 

DVA Media: 02 6289 6466 

MINISTER MATTERS 
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Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells 
Senator for New South Wales 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Friday, 7 May 2021 

Joint media release — Regional NSW veterans get boost in wellbeing support 

THE health and wellbeing of veterans and their families on the South Coast of NSW will receive 
a much-needed increase in local benefits with the new Veteran Wellbeing Centre in Nowra open 
from Monday. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said today’s opening at the wellbeing centre’s tem-
porary location by the lead organisation RSL LifeCare, would mean the local veteran community 
could access a one stop shop of services and support. 

“A key focus of these Veteran Wellbeing Centres is ensuring services and support that meet the 
needs of veterans and their families, including community and peer programs, wellbeing case ser-
vices and coordinated community sporting activities,” Mr Chester said. 

“RSL LifeCare, with the support of RSL NSW, is ensuring veterans are connected to a range of 
core services providing support for transition, employment, health and social connection.” 

The first occupants of the temporary location will include Open Arms – Veterans & Families 
Counselling, RSL LifeCare Veteran Services and Veteran Sport Australia. 

Senator for New South Wales, the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, said while the process of 
building the new Wellbeing Centre was underway, she was pleased to see the needs of the veteran 
community being served through this temporary shopfront. 

“Nowra and the surrounding region has around 5,000 veterans and their families, as well as two 
Defence bases in HMAS Albatross and HMAS Creswell, and having services up and running in a 
temporary capacity is encouraging,” Senator Fierravanti-Wells said. 

“It is so important that our Australian Defence Force personnel, veterans and their families have a 
dedicated place where they can go to connect with one another and to also access the assistance 
they need. 

“I wish RSL LifeCare all the best and look forward to visiting the permanent location when it is 
finished.” 

RSL LifeCare Chair Andrew Condon said the organisation is proud to have a physical footprint in 
the Nowra region to deliver services to veterans and their families. 

MINISTER MATTERS 

Continued page 29 
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I submit to the Congress my report for the year ending 31 December 2020. 

Following on from the resignation of Ken Foster in mid-2020, I was pleased to be supported by 

the National Council and appointed National President.  I thank Ken for his commitment over 

many years to the Association and to veterans. 

Graham Anderson is also thanked for his contributions as National Secretary, especially his me-

ticulous organisation of our national meetings in Canberra. 

The second half of 2020 proved to be busy, as has the beginning of 2021, but with excellent sup-

port from the members of the National Executive, and wise counsel from State Presidents, the 

year has been productive.  Arrangements for the continued production of Debrief were an early 

concern and we are grateful that Ms Robynne Mitchell has taken the position of Debrief Editor. 

A major event in the second half of 2020 was the release by Defence of the Brereton Report into 

allegations of war crimes by ADF troops in Afghanistan. 

Unwise and unfair comments and proposed sanctions by senior government and ADF personages 

in respect to allegations in the Brereton Report led the Association to express our displeasure to 

the Prime Minister, who replied graciously.  In December I also had the opportunity (with the 

President of the WA Branch) for a face to face meeting with the Minister for Defence to discuss 

the Brereton Report and related issues. 

Prior to late 2020 the Association had held a reserved position in respect to the calls for a Royal 

Commission into veterans’ suicides.  The failure of the Government to achieve the passing of leg-

islation through the Senate in support of the Interim Commissioner for the Prevention of Suicide 

resulted in the Association taking the decision to publicly support the demands for a Royal Com-

mission and the Government has now put it into place.  We are taking part in the consultation pro-

cess for the Terms of Reference for the Commission. 

Many meetings with DVA through the year have been by video but, fortunately, some have been 

face-to-face and consequently more productive.  At the Ex-Service Organisation Round Table 

(ESORT), noteworthy discussions have been held on a number of policy issues, especially the de-

sign of future arrangements for the support of advocates, the review of the National Consultative 

framework, (both yet to be finalised), and the Productivity Commission recommendations, more 

of which may be known about in next week’s budget.  

Recently we have made submissions to Senate Inquiries on the TPI/SRDP rate and on the accura-

cy of information provided to members of the DFRDBF.  A submission has been lodged with the 

Defence Honours and Awards Tribunal (DHAAT) for its inquiry into the recognition of members 

of the ADF and their families who are deceased or injured.   

Following on from a long period of correspondence with Defence over information sought under 

the Freedom of Information Act it also intended to lodge, before the end of May, an appeal 

against the rejection by Defence of an application for the award of the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry 

with Palm Unit Citation, made on behalf of the units and men who served in the Battles of Fire 

Support Bases Coral and Balmoral. 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Continued page 10 
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Open Arms remains a DVA support activity of key interest to Vietnam veterans.  Throughout the 

year I have had regular discussions with the Director of Open Arms.  This service has had record 

numbers of requests for assistance from veterans and their families and we are of the view that 

some organisational changes to Open Arms may be warranted.  This matter has been raised with 

the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and it is expected that in the next few months a formal submis-

sion will be made to the Minister.   

I would like to note that the activities of this Association would not be possible without the mem-
bers who fill the role of office bearers in Sub-Branches and State Branches.  At the National level 
the National Council provides welcome feedback and guidance to the Executive and the contribu-
tions made by the National Secretary, National Treasurer, National Vice President and Debrief 
Editor are vital to the ongoing success of the VVAA. 

Max Ball 
National President 

11 May 2021 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT 

Continued from page 9 

STATE REPORT—QUEENSLAND BRANCH 

Well 2020 is over and done with and maybe 2021 will be a bit better, we will have to wait 
and see. 
 
During the Covid -19 lockdown all sub-branches did a lot of welfare for example, making 
phone calls to check on the members and their families and that was appreciated by all 
recipients. 
2020/21, VVAA Queensland and sub-branches managed to have their AGM’s, we were 
restricted to 2 (two) meetings due to the lockdown. (One can only hope that 2021 will be 
better for us all). 
 
Both Remembrance House and Zac’s Place have 
been running at 90% occupancy.  Remembrance 
House had a grant approved by the (Gambling 
Trust) State Government of Queensland for approxi-
mately $20,000 to buy a new ride on mower and 
water tanks.  VVAA Queensland bought the second 
mower with the approval of the State Management 
Committee.  The old mowers were 8 years old and 
needed to be replaced. 
 
At the 2021 AGM VVAA Queensland Branch Inc. welcomes Mr John Weldon as Vice 
President to the State Executive.  John is President of the VVAA Gold Coast Sub-Branch.  
Many thanks to Mr Peter (Rosie) Thorne who has retired as Vice President, his banter 
will be missed and all wish him well. 

Continued page 11 
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VVAA CONGRESS 2021 

STATE REPORT—QUEENSLAND BRANCH 

 
VVAA Queensland Branch Inc. has been notified that VVAA Bundaberg has now been 
passed to a younger veterans’ group.  Vietnam Veterans of that Sub-Branch will either 
join other sub-branches or Remembrance House Sub-Branch which is based in Bur-
pengary. 
 
Remembrance House had a facelift in November 2020 and we finally found a roofing 
contractor who could clean and re-paint the roof.  The contractor did a fantastic job and 
they were ex-service personnel.  We tried getting grants to assist us doing the project 
but to no avail, “we don’t do maintenance with grants was the reply” So VVAA 
Queensland Branch spent approximately $9,000 in completing this project. 
 
 

 

Before        After 
 

We VVAA Queensland Branch Inc. believe that as Australia is a democratic 
country we question as to why there appears to be two sets of laws; 

1. Where you are innocent until proven guilty by your peers, or 
2. Where you are guilty until proven innocent by your peers 

There appears to be some hypocrisy there. 
 

Peter Hindle 
State President 

VVAA Queensland Branch 

Continued from page 10 
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To borrow a few words from HM, it has been an “Annus Horribilus” for us all, and particularly 

here where we were subjected to the harshest and longest lockdowns of any of the states. 

Fortunately, we were able to conduct our February State Congress and State Council meetings at 

the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital and to conduct almost all Sub-branch AGM’s (each attended 

by one member of the State Executive) just before the state was thrown into lockdown and we 

were all forced into an initial three month period of isolation in our homes. Under lockdown proto-

cols, only emergency or other “State Government Health Authority approved” reasons were al-

lowed for leaving the premises, and no visitors permitted in the family home. As a result, state 

council meetings were conducted by ZOOM, quite an achievement given the number of Sub-

Branches involved.  

The lockdown was immediately felt across the branch and the isolation brought back unwelcome 

memories of similar post-Vietnam tour feelings for some, and the potential for significant mental 

health issues for the members. As a result, the branch instigated a state wide welfare response 

which tasked every sub-branch committee to make telephone contact with every member as a mat-

ter of urgency and to report their progress to state. Follow up calls were initiated on at least a 

monthly basis, and welfare visits made to members who were unable to be contacted by phone.  

The program proved to be very successful and several complimentary responses were received. 

What the lockdown did impress on us all here was the need to ensure that lines of communication 

to members are always open, and that the passage of information to members is even more critical 

in such circumstances to overcome feelings of social isolation and uncertainty.      

Due to the state lockdown, most of the projects which were underway-Refurbishment of an out-

door area at the Coral/Balmoral facility, Member Welfare Package, and Victorian Vietnam veteran 

survey were all placed on the back burner.  Thankfully they are all up and running again. 

The state shutdown also impacted on the National Vietnam Veterans Museum which was closed 

for the majority of the year. Fortunately, Federal 

Job keeper allowances and other grants enabled 

the museum to weather the closure.  

When circumstances allowed, the branch contin-

ued to meet with Vasey-RSL Care management 

and conducted meetings with veterans occupying 

Independent Living Units at Vasey-RSL Care 

villages. As a result, the branch has recently is-

sued a letter (attached) supporting the on-going 

activities of Vasey RSL Care and acknowledging 

the development plans in the pipeline. Also, the 

branch provided donations to each of the com-

munity meeting halls at the villages to purchase 

bbq’s and kitchen goods for use there. 

 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—VICTORIA BRANCH 

Continued page 13 
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Sub-Branches are also active within the Vasey RSL Care villages with Noble Park providing regu-

lar supplies of bread to residents and Mornington Peninsula conducting bbqs for residents when 

possible. 

As COVID hampered branch activities, we were able to look externally for other worthy causes to 

support and the branch provided major sponsor funding to the Veterans Film Festival in Sydney in 

October-November 2020. The Branch also donated approximately $7000 towards bushfire restora-

tion in the Buchan area. The Education team mounted a display at the 2021 Buchan races in 

March, and a number of state executive members attended. 

 

As advised, the 2020 Vietnam Veterans Day commemorations at the Melbourne Shrine of Remem-

brance were not possible due to pandemic restrictions. With the cooperation of the Shrine Trustees 

and RSL Victoria, our commemorations team was able to present a very meaningful virtual com-

memorative service which was streamed on the Shrine and RSL Victoria websites: the service re-

ceived more hits than the Remembrance Day virtual service.  Funds allocated for VV Day 2020 

have been carried forward to be used in 2021 when the branch intends to mount a traditional ser-

vice at the Shrine with the focus on the 50th anniversary of the cessation of Australian combat oper-

ations in Vietnam. 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—VICTORIA BRANCH 

Continued from page 12 

Continued page 14 

In keeping with the practice of providing members with a commemora-

tive badge to mark significant anniversaries, the branch executive decid-

ed to strike a badge to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of combat 

operations in Vietnam. The badge was provided to all 2020 members. 
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The Branch was pleased to lend its voice to the association bringing pressure to bear on DVA to ensure 

acknowledgement of heritage of Open Arms and to address perceived Open Arms service delivery 

shortcomings and operational independence. 

Similarly, we strongly support the national body in condemning the behaviour of the Federal Govern-

ment and Defence for persecuting SASR members accused of battlefield crimes before proper legal 

processes. Despite a recent letter to the National President from the PM which seemed to address some 

of our issues, the recent application of the “Rule of Law” to claims of misconduct within its own ranks, 

the branch is firmly of the opinion that disgraceful double standards are at play within the Federal 

Government.   

Harnessing the knowledge of senior branch members, the branch was pleased to lend support to the 

national body representations to DVA concerning association perceived shortcomings with Open Arms 

service delivery, particularly in view of the new “veteran” terminology which increased the Open 

Arms potential client base. Also, the Branch was pleased to provide input to concerns relating to the 

independence of Open Arms.    

When one of our larger Sub-Branches relocated to new premises, the existence of an up to date assets 

register proved invaluable in deciding what to take, what to dispose of, and management of loan items. 

One of the key planks of our branch closure plan is asset management, and the need for an assets regis-

ter was reinforced through the experience of the sub-branch during relocation. 

The future of the Regional Welfare Centres, co-managed by RSL Victoria and VVAA Victorian 

Branch, is under review given the move to create “one stop shop hubs” and to phase out volunteer ad-

vocates as has already occurred at Qld RSL’s. The priority for the branch has been to clarify and pro-

tect the role of Vietnam veteran delegates who make up the vast majority of delegates across the Re-

gional Welfare Centre network, their role in the future progression to hubs, and on-going ATDP train-

ing in view of the DVA plan to employ paid advocates. 

It became clear, that plans for the progression to hubs relies heavily in the short to medium future on 

the retention of volunteers until enough paid advocates can be trained; should volunteers cease to 

work, the plan will founder. The location of the hubs and funding of the hubs by RSL Victoria and the 

continued inadequacy of BEST funding continue to be addressed.   

Despite a reduction in membership during the year, and the passing of members, branch membership 

numbers remain strong with new members still coming on board, with some Sub-Branches exceeding 

their 2019 membership levels. Early membership renewals for 2021 are promising. 

Bob Elworthy AM 

State President 

VVAA Victoria Branch 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—VICTORIA BRANCH 

Continued from page 13 
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VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—SOUTH AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

Since the last report to National this State has experienced a number of incidences that have im-

pacted on its operational ability.  Specifically, our telephone system has collapsed The State of-

fice has not had proper communications since 29th August 2020, many emails, letters and person-

al calls to all the stake holders of out phone systems have been made.  It is as if no one had any 

concern with our difficult dilemma.  The National Telecommunications Ombudsman was con-

tacted with many emails, no action.  Telstra and Commander Communications were also notified, 

no action.  Evidently the excuse was that due to the roll out of NBN past our building all phone 

lines were disconnected.  By early this year we were able to transfer the old number to the Presi-

dent’s mobile.  Calls at odd times were then taken and most times acted on.  This system was 

very cumbersome, so an in -house mobile was purchased, but unfortunately could not have the 

existing number transferred to it.  Telstra claimed it was too difficult.  We have the chance of 

NBN connection on the 4th May 2021 and then Telstra on the 11th May 2021, let’s hope.  This ac-

tion has occurred as a direct result of an email contact by the State President to the Minister for 

DVA. 

As with all of Australia, Covid has caused a great deal of difficulties, what with meetings, mem-

bership and Anzac Day commemorations.  Last November we conduced Armistice Day Com-

memorations at the North Terrace Memorial, but only in a Covid controlled environment. 

This year the main focus has been on suicides in the ADF and with veterans.  We had representa-

tion at a meeting with the Commissioner for Suicide Prevention.  Our points of view were put to 

the meeting and they we well received.  Since that meeting the Government have agreed to estab-

lish a Royal Commission, they are now asking for input.  It is expected that National with the in-

put from States will put forward proposals that could provide frame work for the term of refer-

ence needed to direct the process within the Commission. 

Zoom meetings have been conducted with various Government departments specifically Veterans 

SA.  Nationally a zoom was conducted with the Veterans Review Board.  This was intended to 

ascertain how veterans whose claims were under review perceived the Board and if we could 

make suggestions to improve the process. 

Membership is still concerning our State, 293 members to date, down substantially from last year.  

We expect that Covid is part of the problem and the aging of our cohort. 

Our offices at the Torrens Parade Ground Adelaide are due to be upgraded, and we have been 

told to expect disruptions the next few months.  Who knows.  Hopefully less than it takes to re-

store telephone services. 

Anzac Day was a scaled down event, Dawn Service only 250 special guests attended and there 

were around 1500 public to the ticketed event.  The march also scaled down, no bands, piped mu-

sic and reduce veterans marching.  Only veterans could march no public representation at all in 

the march.  Friends and family stood on the curb to support the parade. 

Robert Schahinger 
State President 

VVAA South Australia Branch 
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STATE REPORT—TASMANIA BRANCH 

The last 12 months have been challenging for everyone in Tasmania, particularly for the 
Vietnam Veterans. Although Tasmania has been, for the most part, Covid free, the re-
strictions and rules around events and meetings have had an impact on our business and 
the way in which events were organised.  That aside, social gatherings by veterans and 
their partners continue to be held when it’s possible to do so. 

The Exercise Physiology program supported by DVA is popular with a large number of 
veterans (and young veterans) who are actively participating in the program. 

The St Helens Veterans Information and Support Centre (on the East Coast) was unfor-
tunately damaged when an out of control vehicle smashed into the front of the building 
and exploded into flames, causing approximately $20000 worth of damage, including 
smoke and water damage.  Thankfully the centre was unoccupied at the time of the inci-
dent.   The good news is that the Centre has now re-opened (19th April 2021) for busi-
ness. 

Many of our members have had their first Covid-19 vaccination (AstraZeneca) with no 
apparent side affects. As our members continue to age, the welfare support offered by 
Vietnam Veterans to veterans and their families is becoming concerning across all our 
Sub Branches.  Tasmania has only 4 trained & registered ‘Well Being and Compensa-
tion Officers’.  This is placing an enormous strain not only on the veteran client, but just 
as importantly, on the Compensation Officers trying to manage the large numbers of 
veterans requesting assistance.  I have raised our concerns with the Deputy Commis-
sioner of DVA in Tasmania. 

Membership continues to be steady across our 5 Sub Branches, with a combined total of 
195 members. 

Launceston VVAA Sub Branch has been working very hard over the last 12 months or-
ganising a celebration for its 40th Birthday Anniversary.  The Sub Branch was formed in 
1980, making it the first & original Sub Branch.  The pandemic restrictions in place 
during 2020, forced the event to be postponed until Saturday 15th May 2021.   Approxi-
mately 150 invited guests have registered to attend.  Patricia Thompson OAM (Little 
Pattie) will be the guest speaker on the night. 

The consensus from veterans who attended the main Anzac Day Services in Hobart was 
that they were very disappointed, as the Commemoration was badly managed by RSL 
Tasmania.  A number of veterans did not march due to confusion around who could 
march and who couldn’t; there were no ‘checks’ on veterans who had printed out invita-
tions & had registered to attend. The Catafalque Party did not mount until after the offi-
cial welcome announcements, wreath laying ceremony and the two verses of the first 
hymn had been sung. 

VVAA Tasmania welcomes & supports the Royal Commission into Defence and Veter-
ans Suicide, and also the inquiry into the TPI payments and the inquiry into DFRDB. 

 

Terry Roe JP 
State President  

VVAA Tasmania Branch 
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VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 

The previous year has been tumultuous marked by a few highs and many deep lows to say the 
least. But Australian veterans have shown what they were made of and have emerged stronger, 
wiser and more appreciative of what we have. 

For many other Australians though 2020 and the beginning of 2021, were life changing and in-
deed life ending, jobs were lost, incomes smashed and lives taken too soon, with the impact of the 
coronavirus on their family and friends. Then in the final months as 2020 started to mellow and 
we thought life might improve, along came the floods in 2021, causing untold devastation and dis-
ruption to lives once again. 

Since my last report for the October National Council, I attended the book launch in Canberra on 
28 October 2020, of “The Long Shadow” written by Dr Peter Yule. I was accompanied by Tony 
Mullavey, President VVAA St Marys Outpost, Vin & Nancy Cosgrove from St Marys education 
team and Robynne Mitchell Debrief Editor. 

On Tuesday 9th March channel 7 came out to the “Train” at St Marys and recorded an interview 
with Tony Mullavey President, St Marys Outpost, Uwe Schoenherr Vice President, St Marys Out-
post and myself with regards to our thoughts on the restricted numbers for the ANZAC Day 
march in Sydney. We all aired our disappointments with NSW RSL restricting the march to 500. 
Channel 7 also interviewed Heston Russell on the same day at a different location and as a result 
of these interviews, RSL NSW had a meeting with the health minister and the Government and 
had the numbers for the march increased to 10,000. 

On the 10th & 11th March 2021 I attended a Research Symposium in Canberra, hosted by Dr Ber-
nadette Boss CSC, Interim National Commissioner for Defence & Veteran Suicide Prevention. 

I believe that the appointment of this Interim National Commissioner was just a smoke screen by 
the Government to try to take the heat off the calls for a Royal Commission into Veterans sui-
cides. Dr Boss has held numerous round table discussions with ESO’s around the various States, 
gathering information on suicides since her appointment and at this point in time there have been 
no recommendations made by the Commissioner, just discussions and no action. 

NSW supports the appointment of the Royal Commission into Veterans suicide, but I believe that 
we should still retain the National Commissioner for Defence & Veteran Suicide Prevention and 
run both in tandem, as once the Royal Commission releases it’s findings and recommendations 
there is no obligation on the Government to implement these recommendations as has been shown 
in so many previous Royal Commissions. 

At least with the National Commissioner Dr Boss, being an ongoing appointment the Commis-
sioner will have the powers to follow up recommendations that have been made by the Royal 
Commission and her department and so hopefully we can get some sort of action taken to reduce 
or stop Veteran Suicide. 

Sam Vecchio JP 
State President  

VVAA New South Wales Branch 
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 The past year, has been a trying time for all, putting a hold on many planned activities, with 
some states being more fortunate than others, experiencing extended COVID lockdown periods.  

Certainly, most disappointing, the cancelation of or restrictions on ANZAC Day commemora-
tions, for a second consecutive year. In WA, a snap 3 day lockdown being enforced on the 23rd 
of April. We can only hope for improved circumstances, for Vietnam Veterans Day and in 2022.  

As you are aware from previous WA reports, the past 18 months has been a disrupted period for 
the state branch, due to the problems created by the Friends of ANZAC Cottage, in an attempt to 
gain control of ANZAC Cottage. Fortunately the National Trust WA became involved, entering 
into negotiations with the City of Vincent, the Title holders for the Cottage, for the Title to be 
transferred to the National Trust WA.  

You may recall that a previous VVAA WA president, gifted the Cottage to the City of Vincent 
in 2005, with the VVAA WA having a long term lease on the property.  

The VVAA WA, were agreeable for these negotiations, the transfer of the Title beginning, tak-
ing an active part in the negotiations The documentation, including the VVAA WA surrendering 
our lease and withdrawing a Caveat, preventing the sale of the Cottage, was signed recently, al-
lowing the transfer of Title to be completed.  

The VVAA WA have now signed an MOU, with the National Trust WA, ensuring our continued 
access and use of the Cottage, into the future. This has lifted the financial burden of outgoing 
costs, maintaining gardens etc, a responsibility under the terms of the lease. All costs and 
maintenance requirements will now be met by the National Trust WA, as indicated in the MOU.  

An official handover of the Title, will take place in the coming weeks. An outcome welcomed 
by the VVAA WA, ensuring the long term future of ANZAC Cottage, being in safe hands, with 
the National Trust WA.  

Membership numbers remain stable but as with most state branches, getting members to put 

their hand up, to take on an executive/committee position, is problem going forward. Getting 

members to the Cottage, for a “Busy Bee”, always a problem, apart from a regular few. This can 

be a thing of the past, now, under the “new management”. 

The VVAA WA are still one of the main contributors, at DVA and Open Arms forums, with the 
bulk of agenda items being submitted by the VVAA WA and DFWA. This is also evident, that 
the VVAA WA are always at the top of the list, for inclusion in meetings with visiting DVA and 
other departmental representatives.  

This also reflects that the VVAA are still held in high respect, by Government, at both State and 
Federal levels. I compliment National President, Max Ball, for his efforts in maintaining the 
VVAA position of respect, in taking it to the Government, since assuming office.  

Earlier in 2021, the Open Arms WA branch, became separate entity again, removed from the 
SA, NT, WA, regional hub. A new WA Director has been appointed, with the job ahead of him, 
to get the WA region back on track. As with the situation a couple of years back, when WA be-
came part of the regional hub, the DVA/Open Arms PR system failed again, with no official an-
nouncement of the change or the WA Directors appointment.  

Applying for and obtaining grants is of serious concern, in particular since all applications have 
to be submitted through the Grants Hub. A recent case, information was circulated from the 
Grants Hub, also through DVA, for a particular grant, advising that you had to submit you ex-

Continued page 19 



19 

VVAA CONGRESS 2021 
STATE REPORT—WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

Continued from page 18 

pressions of interest to your local Federal member, to be invited or included on a list to apply. In-
formation given, “applications” closing on 29th April, on submitting the VVAA WA 
“application”, I was informed that “applications” actually closed on the 18th April. This was to 
allow the Federal member or his staffers, time to compile a list of applicants, to be forwarded to 
the Grants Hub on the 29th April.  

The VVAA WA, will hold a number of Open Days, at ANZAC Cottage during the coming 
months, to acknowledge significant events in the South Vietnam War. Planning is currently under 
way for Vietnam Veterans Day and the KIA commemorations, 2021.  

Recently the VVAA WA took out a “Community Service Announcements” membership, for 12 

months, with a community radio station, Curtin FM 100.1. This will entitle the VVAA WA to on-

going CSA’s, twice weekly and promos for 3 events special events during the year, run daily for 

one week leading up to the event. Good value, $88.00 for 12 months. 

Richard Williams OAM 

State President  

VVAA Western Australia Branch 

WORK ON THE  VVAA  HISTORY CONTINUES 

Kel Robertson, the Canberra writer who has, since early 2019, been researching the history of the 
VVAA, reported on progress to the recent National Executive meeting in Canberra.  

He said that although he’d like to be making faster progress, the amount of material contained in 
the Association’s 1980s records, stored at the Australian War Memorial, is enormous.  “It’s a 
huge, largely unexplored resource,” he said, “and it’s consequently taking some time to get 
through.”  

Robertson says that he now has enough information to write chapters on events leading up the es-
tablishment of the Association, on the Holt McMinn presidency and on the initial Phill Thompson 
years. While he is working on these chapters, he will be examining later materials and talking to 
key people from the mid-1980s, with the intention of writing, in early 2022, about the Associa-
tion’s participation in the Evatt Royal Commission.  

“Once I’ve covered the Royal Commission,” he said, “the task will seem less daunting.”   

Robertson’s recent work at the War Memorial has seen him mostly looking at files about the 
workings of State branches and their interactions with the VVAA National Office. 

“You could be forgiven,” he said, “for thinking that these would be mostly uninteresting records, 
but they are actually filled with accounts of dramatic events. Members had strong ideas in the 
1980s about the way Branches should be run, who was best equipped to lead them and what 
Branch priorities should be. They weren’t frightened to act on those ideas. Just as interesting, 
though, is the way in which Phill Thompson and members of the National Executive handled the 
resulting conflict, while vigorously pursuing the interests of veterans and their families.” 

Editor 
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AUSTRALIAN VETERANS’ CHILDRENS  

ASSISTANCE TRUST 

Contact: Email: info@avcat.org.au Phone: 02 9213 7999 Website: avcat.org.au 

 

mailto:info@avcat.org.au
http://avcat.org.au/
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Wednesday, 16 June 2021 

NEW SCULPTURE TO RECOGNISE THE SUFFERINGS OF WAR AND SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOLLOWING three years’ work with veterans, their families, ex-service organisations and the Depart-
ments of Defence and Veterans’ Affairs, a new sculpture will be placed on the grounds of the Australian 
War Memorial recognising the sufferings of war and service. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said the sculpture would provide a permanent place at the 
Australian War Memorial in recognition of those who have experienced and witnessed the ongoing trau-
mas that can result from military service. 

“I have spoken with many veterans’ families and friends, including those who have lost someone to sui-
cide, about how military service has affected them and how this can be better recognised at the Australian 
War Memorial,” Mr Chester said. 

“This project has been driven by the ex-service community, particularly Karen Bird and Connie Boglis, 
and I am proud that the Government will provide the $1.2 million to ensure its place at the Australian War 
Memorial. 

“This sculpture will be an enduring recognition for those affected by military service and serve as a re-
minder to us all of the about impact of service on some of our personnel and their families, but important-
ly, provide them with hope and healing.” 

Members of the stakeholder committee unanimously selected artist Alex Seton’s proposal, Every drop 
shed in anguish. 

Sculpture commission committee member Karen Bird, the mother of the late Jesse Bird who tragically 
took his own life, said she sincerely believed that Alex Seton would enhance our ability to continue the 
conversation we have begun within the walls of the Memorial — this story must be transferrable to the 
national discourse — a truth telling of how war does come home and how accumulative service does have 
consequences. 

MINISTER MATTERS 

Alex Seton, For Every Drop Shed in Anguish (artist concept), image by Mr.P Studios 

Continued page 22 
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“Alex’s vision while speaking to this truth opens the horizon to hope and new promise. The Australian 
veteran community and most significantly, their families, need to know and feel this hope and new prom-
ise,” Mrs Bird said. 

The commission will take two years to craft and be a significant work of site-specific, contemporary art 
and a major addition to the Memorial’s National Collection. Alex Seton’s proposal, Every drop shed in 
anguish, will be a field of sculpted Australian pearl marble droplets in the Memorial’s Sculpture Garden. 

“Every droplet has a unique shape, defined by its delicate surface tension, as if about to burst. Their 
rounded liquid forms suggest blood, sweat or tears — for every drop ever shed in anguish,” artist Alex 
Seton said. 

“Most importantly, when touched these forms reveal themselves to have an inner strength and resilience 
that provides hope and promise of healing.” 

Subject to final approval by the National Capital Authority, the installation is expected to be completed in 
the second half of 2023. For more information on this project, you can visit: www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-
of-war-and-service. 

“I sincerely believe that Alex Seton’s work will enhance our ability 
to continue the conversation we have begun within the walls of the 
Memorial – this story must be transferrable to the national discourse 
– a truth telling of how war does come home and how accumulative 
service does have consequences.  Alex’s vision, while speaking to 
this truth, opens the horizon to hope and new promise. The Australi-
an Veteran Community and most significantly – their families need 
to know and feel this hope and new promise”. 

Karen Bird, mother of Jesse Bird  

“I like that this piece has no heroes. It is a space for everyone to be 
acknowledged or educated. Whether a veteran, family member, part-
ner or teacher, you can grieve, remember and educate our Australian 
community on the ultimate sacrifice of war.”  

Connie Boglis, partner of Afghanistan veteran, Jesse Bird, who died 
by suicide  

Alex Seton (b. 1977) is an Australian artist best known for his mar-
ble carving. He uses the techniques and languages of classical sculpture to create unexpected con-
temporary forms. His recent work engages with current political issues impacting Australia, par-
ticularly in relation to conflict and nationhood. Seton’s work grapples with grand narratives 
through a humanist lens. His work As Of Today (2011–), which memorialises those Australians 
who lost their lives as a result of service in Afghanistan, is displayed at the Australian War Me-
morial. 

Alex Seton’s work has been exhibited in Australia and internationally and is held in public and 
private collections. He is represented by Sullivan+Strumpf, Sydney and Singapore. 

 

Story and photographs are from the Australian War Memorial web site ,www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-of-
war-and-service and were not included in the Minister’s Medial Release.  Ed 

MINISTER MATTERS 

NEW SCULPTURE TO RECOGNISE THE SUFFERINGS OF WAR AND SERVICE  

Continued from page 21 

Alex Seton.  

Photo: Charles Dennington  

ALEX SETON 

http://www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-of-war-and-service
http://www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-of-war-and-service
http://www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-of-war-and-service
http://www.awm.gov.au/sufferings-of-war-and-service
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AROUND THE STATES 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia W.A. Branch Inc. 

ANZAC Cottage, now in safe hands. 

As mentioned in previous reports, the angst of the past 18 months or so, has been put to rest, with 

the transfer of the ANZAC Cottage Title, from the City of Vincent to the National Trust WA. 

On Saturday, 22nd May, a function was held at 

the Cottage, arranged by the Mayor, City of 

Vincent, to acknowledge the official handover, 

of this historic property to the National Trust 

WA. 

The VVAA WA are pleased to have been in-

volved in the transfer process, ensuring the  

future of ANZAC Cottage, now being on the 

register of properties, with the National Trust 

WA. 

Open Day, ANZAC Cottage. 

The VVAA WA opened ANZAC Cottage, on 

the 6th of June, to acknowledge the Battles of 

Coral/Balmoral and the Trackers Dogs, in Vi-

etnam. While the weather was not as kind as we 

would have preferred, the afternoon, received 

good support from veterans and the public. 

Dr. Neil McNeil, a Coral Veteran [131 Locating Battery], delivering an informative address on his 

time and involvement, in those battles. Thank you Neil. 

Richard Williams, gave a brief address on the formation and operations of the Army Tracker Dog 

Wing, the role of the Tracker Teams in the Vietnam. 

Most pleasing was the Widow of a Veteran, wounded at Coral, travelling from Narrogin, with her 

family, to attend the Open Day. 

I was hoped to have ADF Working dogs attend on the day but to op-

erational commitments, this was not possible. To keep with the 

“animal theme” for the day, it was arranged for SAFE [Saving Ani-

mals From Euthanasia] Rescue group attend, with a display and a 

number of foster dogs. Good to have some community involvement 

on the day. 

The next VVAA WA Open Day will be in August. 

Richard Williams 

President  

VVAA Western Australia 

Dr. Ken Michael, AC, President, National Trust WA 

accepting the Cottage keys from VVAA WA Presi-

dent, Richard Williams. OAM. Photo courtesy VVAA 

WA Branch 

SAFE Group display, with foster 

dog Arlo, at ANZAC Cottage. 
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AROUND THE STATES 

PROJECTS OF INTEREST IN TASMANIA 

Introduction 

1. Currently, there are two major VVAA-T projects underway in Tasmania: 

The Contemporary Veterans’ Retreat, and 

Proposed Vietnam War Memorial Tasmania. 

 

Contemporary Veterans’ Retreat 

2. The contemporary Veterans’ Retreat is located near the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Bush Re-

treat at Dago Point, on the shores of Lake Sorell, Interlaken.  VVAA Tasmania is refurbishing an old, 

underutilised fisheries hut leased from the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service. The Tasmanian 

Government has provided $100,000 towards the project.  With assistance from contemporary veterans 

and corporate support, the refurbishment project will be completed by the end of 2021, and then for-

mally handed over to contemporary veterans.  One of the important concepts of the project was to in-

volve as many contemporary veterans as possible in the construction & refurbishment of the shack, 

giving them ownership of the project.   Importantly, this will provide the veterans with a meaningful 

project to help them work through any issues they may be dealing with, in their rehabilitation and wel-

fare. 

 

3. The retreat is being completely stripped back inside and outside and extending the width of the 

shack by an extra 3m. New double-glazed windows are being installed & a sliding double glazed door 

that opens out onto a large 13m x 3m concrete deck.  The retreat is to be fitted out with all new appli-

ances and furnishings, including a new kitchen, bathroom, toilet and bedrooms that will have the ca-

pacity to sleep up to 10 people.   

 

The Proposed Vietnam War Memorial Tasmania 

4. In response to a proposal to erect a Vietnam War Memorial Tasmania (VWMT) in the Vietnam 

War Memorial Park Devonport, VVAA Tasmania wrote to and gained the support of the Devonport 

City Council (DCC) for the project 

5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back of proposed Wall. Photo courtesy VVAA 

Tasmania 

Front of proposed Wall. Photo courtesy VVAA    

Tasmania 

Continued page 25 
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PROJECTS OF INTEREST IN TASMANIA 

Continued from page 24 

5. Essentially the design is for a 1.4M black polished granite wall and a bronze statue sitting on 

an 11M hardstand, ringed by chained bollards and foot lit.  The 11M hardstand was chosen to repre-

sent the ARA Battalions of Infantry who served in Vietnam.  The bronze statue stands directly on 

the hardstand and not on a plinth, because Vietnam Veterans’ stand on their own feet and are not 

elevated above the community.  The statue will be modelled on a male aged 22 and is life sized at 

1765mm, both dimensions were the average of the troops, during our war.  The wall’s height is the 

length from the ground up to the underside of one’s arm when leaning on a fence.  This was chosen 

to display the height of a fence on which two neighbours might engage in social conversation.  Also, 

it allows for visitors to the site, to not have their views of the surrounding park vistas, impeded in 

any way. 

 

6. The main face of granite wall will show the name of the memorial, along with the three service 

crests.  The reverse side will display two tri-service images, HMAS Hobart and RAAF Iroquois’ 

disgorging ARA diggers into the field of battle.  In the centre will show the 521 names of those on 

the Vietnam Roll of Honour.  These will be shown alphabetically and without decoration or rank.  

On completion an application will be made to have the site recognised as a Military Memorial of 

National Significance under the Act of 2008. 

 

7. All approvals have been received, i.e. Devonport City Council and the Crown Land Services.  

Accordingly, the project is now ready for a funding application, which will follow shortly. 

 

Michael Coleman 

VVAA Tasmania 

 

******************* 

From: Peter Whittle <pwifa@ozemail.com.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 May 2021 8:46 AM 
To: pwifa@ozemail.com.au 

 
Subject: Real 4 Engine ⅓ Scale B-17 bomber that flies 

(watch Dave Allan on flying afterwards) 
 
Real 4 Engine ⅓ Scale B-17 bomber that flies (watch Dave Allan on flying afterwards) 

This is really cool.  Very few people have the opportunity, desire, time, ability or commitment to 
take on a project like this. 
 
This is amazing, a real flyable 1/3 scale model bomber.  
About 5 minutes long. Great story!  
 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/E-1_JwlHO-8 

mailto:pwifa@ozemail.com.au
mailto:pwifa@ozemail.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/embed/E-1_JwlHO-8
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From: S S Carwardine <carbs99@bigpond.com> 
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 2:18 PM 
To: secretary@vvaa.org.au 
Subject: Research Support 

Dear Terry, 

Firstly, I am Dr Sean Carwardine, ‘Carbs’. I am the RAAF airfield defence and security force historian. 
I completed 21 years’ service in the RAAF as an ADG and did tours in Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

I completed a PhD on the policy of RAAF airfield defence 1929 – 1970. During this research I found an 
oral history of an ADG in Vietnam in July 1968 at the Horse Shoe. See attached document. 

A quick overview: 

Three ADGs from Vung tau sent to 4RAR to improve moral in July 1968. 

ADG Lovell was at a check point/gun pit on the road to Dat Do below the horse shoe. A young soldier 
replaced Lovell at the gun pit and then the pit was hit with an RPG. The young soldier was S. O’Connor. 

I have spoke to Alan McLean (Secretary 4RAR Association QLD), who was 7 Platoon Sergeant of C 
Company 4RAR about the event outlined in the document. He outlined that I should contact the VVAA 
and ask if a post can be placed in your newsletter ‘Debrief’. 

I am looking for any member of either 9 Platoon C Company 4RAR 1968 or C Company 4RAR members 
that remember ADGs being part of the Company. I understand if this causes issues and fully support your 
members if they do not wish to talk. However, written information would also be great. 

Thank you for your support. 

PS. If you would like any articles written for your magazine on RAAF ADG and airfield defence in Vi-
etnam I could help. 

Kindest Regards 

Sean 

 

Dr Sean Carwardine. BEd (PrimtoMidYrs), MHist (RAAF Airfield Defence), PhD. 

RAAF Airfield Defence & Security Force Historian. 

‘Defend the Eyrie’ 

M: 0400703565           E: carbs99@bigpond.com 

LETTERS 

Correction - AVCAT contact details 
Hello Robynne, 

I have read the latest issue of Debrief, and note with thanks, you have run an advertisement for AVCAT. 
We appreciate you sharing information about AVCAT and AVCAT scholarships with your members and 
wider readership. However the ad is now out of date and AVCAT has changed contact details, unfortu-
nately any correspondence sent to our old email address will not be received. 
 
Contact AVCAT: Email: info@avcat.org.au  
    Phone: 02 9213 7999 
    Website: avcat.org.au 
 
I have attached promotional materials, including a newsletter advertisement, for the next round of AVCAT 
scholarships. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me, you can reach me 
at emma.dallas@avcat.org.au or on 02 9213 7999. I would be delighted to provide any further documents 
or answer any questions. We would greatly appreciate if you are able to run AVCAT’s new contact details 
in the next issue. 
 
Kind Regards 
Emma Dallas 
Communications Officer (Monday to Thursday) 
 

See page 27 for information on the 

2021 AVCAT Scholarship 

mailto:carbs99@bigpond.com
mailto:secretary@vvaa.org.au
mailto:carbs99@bigpond.com
mailto:info@avcat.org.au
http://avcat.org.au/
mailto:emma.dallas@avcat.org.au
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Transforming lives through education 
 
Applications open 18 August, and 
close midnight 31 October 2021. 
 
AVCAT Scholarships, including the 
Long Tan Bursary, are for the children 
and grandchildren of Australian ex-
serving veterans.  Scholarships pro-
vide up to $4000 per year, for three 
years, to lfull-time students at uni, 
TAFE or a registered training organi-
sation. 
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Finally, a way to honour and grieve for the 
veterans we lost 

AWM Sculpture Garden 

CAROLINE OVERINGTON 

 

A mother loses her veteran 
son not to war, but to sui-
cide. 

Not before now, to the Aus-
tralian War Memorial. 

It has monuments for sol-
diers Karen Bird killed in 
battle, but there is no place 
for those who wish to com-
memorate the thousands of 
veterans, tore ted by their 
experiences, who have tak-
en their own lives upon re-
turning home from battle. 

That will soon change, with 
Veterans’ Affairs Minister 
Darren Chester on Wednes-
day announcing a new and 
very special sculpture to be 
installed at the Australian 
War Memorial. 

The artwork, called For 
Every Drop Shed in An-
guish, will be for all hose 
who have experienced trau-
ma from military service; 
for those who have watched 
family members suffer; and 
for visitors to reflect on the 
experience of a min at war 
within itself. 

Karen Bird, whose son Jes-
se Stephen Bird, 32, took 
his own life upon returning 
from Afghanistan, told The 
Australian that the discus-
sion about a memorial 
“began with one simple 

who suffered in war. 

“We can speak now of the for-
gotten and the missing,” said 
Ms Bird, who will attend the 
unveiling of the plans on 
Wednesday. 

“I stand here as the proud 
mother of one such veteran, 
Jesse Stephen Bird,” she will 
say in her speech. “I seek to 
redress this anomaly on his be-
half, and on behalf of all those 
before and after him.” 

Mr Chester said he had spoken 
with many veterans’ families 
and friends, including those 
who have lost someone to sui-
cide, about how military ser-
vice has affected them. 

“The project has been driven 
by the ex-service community, 
particularly Karen Bird and 
Connie Boglis.” he said. 

A steering committee compris-
ing military historians, parents 
and others chose local artist 
Alex Seaton, who works with 
marble, to create the sculpture 
garden. 

“Every droplet has a unique 
shape, defined by it’s delicate 
surface tension,” Seton said. 

“Their rounded liquid forms 
suggest blood, sweat or tears – 
for every drop ever shed in an-
guish. 

question: why can’t a mother, 
father, wife, husband, partner, 
brother, sister, friend or 
stranger take a moment” at the 
War Memorial to reflect on the 
service and sacrifices of those 
who did not die in battle, but 
afterward? 

“The Australian War Memorial 
acknowledges those who were 
killed or died of their physical 
wounds in the field of war.” 
She said. 

“The missing conversation has 
always been the war that 
comes home.  This war is, and 
has always been, just as vi-
cious.” 

“This new ‘more and honest 
conversation about the long-
term cost of war’ has resulted 
in a government commitment 
to create a sculpture for those 

Jesse Bird.  
Photo courtesy abc.net.au 
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“Providing on-site accommodation will be a key component of the NCVH as it will support the 

treatment for veterans and their families including those residing outside of metropolitan Syd-

ney,” Mr Griffin said. 

Federal Member for Reid Fiona Martin said Concord Repatriation General Hospital had a proud 

history of serving Australia’s veterans and their families and Fussell House marks a new chapter 

in that history. 

“Fussell House is integral to the support available at the NCVH and ensures our families have a 

dedicated space to call home while veterans are receiving the treatment they need,” Dr Martin 

said. 

“Fussell House and the NCVH will benefit veterans and their families across Australia for gener-

ations to come.” 

For more information and details about how to access the services offered by NCVH, vis-

it ncvhconcord.com.au.  

END 

MINISTER MATTERS 

Continued from page 6 

VETERAN HEALTH BOOST WITH FUSSELL HOUSE OPENING IN NSW 

Continued from page 8 

“Nowra has a proud tradition of service and a great mix of current and ex-serving Defence Force 
members that we hope to connect with,” Mr Condon said. 

“We will continue to consult and work with the local community to ensure that the Nowra Veter-
an Wellbeing Centre delivers services that are veteran-centric and recovery focused.” 

RSL NSW President Ray James says it is important for them to continue to work with a variety of 
ex‑service organisations to improve the health and wellbeing of veterans and their families, and to pro-
vide individualised services based on the needs of local veterans. 

“When the Veteran Wellbeing Centre is open, veterans and their families will be able to access services 
and programs in a friendly, welcoming environment where their unique experiences are understood and 
supported, and their military service is respected,” Mr James said. 

At the last election, the Government committed $30 million to develop a network of six Veteran Wellbe-
ing Centres across Australia in partnership with ex-service organisations (ESOs) and state and territory 
Governments. For more information about the Veteran Wellbeing Centres, visit the DVA web-
site www.dva.gov.au/wellbeing-centres 

END 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Rachel Tharratt or Cedric Szigeti: 02 6277 7820 

DVA Media: 02 6289 6466 

Joint media release — Regional NSW veterans get boost in wellbeing support 

http://ncvhconcord.com.au/
http://www.dva.gov.au/wellbeing-centres
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REUNIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

85th Transport Bi-Annual Reunion 2021 
Anyone interested in attending the 85th Transport Bi-Annual Reunion for 2021 in Bendigo be-

tween Tuesday 17th - Friday 20th August 2021 please contact the people below for more infor-

mation. 

Bruce Wilson - Chairman 0412 405 600 or  

Catriona Bruce - Secretary 0419 559 348 

Terry Hornbuckle (0408 519917) 
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REUNIONS 

HQ1ATF ASSOCIATION REUNION 

In Memory of our D&E losses at Long Khanh (12 June 1971) 

CANBERRA 18-22 NOVEMBER 2021 

RESCHEDULED DATES 

Capital Country Holiday Park  

47 Bidges Road, SUTTON NSW 2620      Ph:(02) 6230 3433  

Email: bookings@capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au 

Web: www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au 

Due to the ongoing Corona Virus situation our 2020 Reunion of Headquarters 1st Australian Task 

Force / D & E Platoon (Nui Dat, South Vietnam 1966-1972) has now been rescheduled to 18-22 

November 2021 and will still be held at the Capital Country Holiday Park which is located just off 

the Federal Highway, some eight km north east of Canberra. 

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 1965 – 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the 

servicemen and women who served there. HQ1ATF and its sub-unit Defence and Employment 

(D&E) Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry Platoon in South Vietnam, served from 

1966 – 1972 and encountered much enemy action during those years. 

Each two years HQ1ATF Association holds a reunion and the rescheduled 2021 event will re-

member 50 years since we closed the gates of Nui Dat. It is anticipated that some 70 Veterans and 

60 wives/partners (a total of 130 people) wll participate in the four day event. The reunion is an 

important part of the Association’s efforts in the healing process which is achieved through the 

continual networking of members and also importantly their partners and carers. With objectives 

to improve health and well-being and to reduce social isolation, the reunion plays a significant 

role. 

The Commemorative Dinner will be held on Saturday 20 November 2021 at the Old Parliament 

House (Museum of Australian Democracy). The dinner will be preceded by a Memorial Service at 

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Anzac Ave, Canberra. 

For details contact: John Verhelst: 0437212121 or jeverhelst@gmail.com www.hq1atf.org 

mailto:bookings@capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au
http://www.
mailto:jeverhelst@gmail.com
http://www.hq1atf.org/
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REUNIONS 

1ALSG EX-VIETNAM - 8-13 NOVEMBER 2021 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 

1st Australian Logistic Support Group—Ex-Vietnam 

The reunion will be from November 8, till November 13, 2021 and will be 

held at: 

Lake Hume Discovery Park, 

33 Boathaven Road, Ebden VIC 3691 via Albury/Wodonga 

For details of the Reunion and Accommodation Bookings 

Contact Tony Brown on: 

Mobile: 0428 852 736 

Email: tr4950@optusnet.com.au 

21 Engineer Support Troop Reunion 

The Troop Reunion is to be held from 30 August to 3 September 2021 at Forster—Tuncurry on the 

NSW coast.  

All accommodation, venues and activities will remain prior to the change of date due to 

COVID19. Any changes will be posted on the website and sent out by email.  Please make sure 

that we have your current email address.  For further information contact Ian (below), Phil Hicks 

0414 761932 phil.hicks@gmail.com or Stan Monkley 0411 506787 stan21est@gmail.com. 

Contact Ian McLean (0412 431297) 

jaim@hotmail.com.au          Website: www.21est.org 

2 RAR B Coy, 67-68 Reunion 
B Company Reunion 

 
Plans are underway for the Reunion to be held in Gympie Queensland, mid-August 2021. Exact 

dates haven’t been decided but would incorporate Vietnam Veterans’ Day, the 18th August. 

Please ensure your email address is up to date and if you require any further information, please 

don’t hesitate to contact Leonie Millard (Schwarz) 0408015815, leonieschwarz@bigpond.com or 

Ros Kirkpatrick (daughter) 0429 942528 ros.acugympie@gmail.com  

104 Sig Sqn National Reunion 2021 
20-22 July 2021, Twin Towns Service Club, Gold Coast. 

55th Anniversary Reunion for all ex members and families of 104 Sig Sqn, SVN 

and later. Other RASigs most welcome. Meet and Greet, Dinner, Memorial Service and Farewell 

Lunch. 

Contact: Denis Hare—0419334535 

reunion@au104.org http://2021.au104.org 

Facebook Page: 104 Sig Sqn National Reunion 2021 

mailto:tr4950@optusnet.com.au
mailto:leonieschwarz@bigpond.com
mailto:ros.acugympie@gmail.com
mailto:reunion@au104.org
http://2021.au104.org/
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MERCHANDISE 

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be 

advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering 

and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and 

editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, 

whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of DEBRIEF. 
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Safe Zone Support is a free and anonymous counselling line, for veterans and 
their families – call 1800 142 072 (available 24/7).  
This service provides access to specialised counsellors, with an understanding of 
military culture and experience.  
The service offers care without the need for individuals to identify themselves or be 
concerned that their call will be recorded.  
This line has been created for vulnerable cohorts of veterans and their families 
which might not otherwise seek mental health care. 

 

A service founded by  

Vietnam Veterans now for ALL 

Veterans and their Families 

1800 011 046 

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR VETERANS & THEIR 

FAMILIES 
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OUR HISTORY 
Recent research has identified a loss of records from our associations past. If anyone has 

copies of VVAA. National Congress minutes prior to 1996 please forward to: 

president@vvaa.org.au or secretary@vvaa.org.au 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITIES 

VVAA States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their local activities for 

publication in Debrief. 

Don’t miss this opportunity promote your group; it may give others ideas of what they can do for, 

and with, members and their families. 

The preferred method is to attach to an email the article in Word format and photographs in JPG 

format for better quality, to debriefeditor@gmail.com 

Has your Email Address Changed? 

Please advise your new email address to the VVAA National 

Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au. 
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Membership enquiries welcomed—application form next page 

NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM 
25 Veterans Drive,  Newhaven, Phillip Island VIC 3925 

www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org.au 

AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS Incorporated 
(formally War Widows Guild of Australia) 

 

 

 

 

 

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo. The kookaburra was adopted as the 

Guilds Logo from its inception and remains today. 

The kookaburra was the mascot of the 7th Division of the 2nd AIF, commanded by Mrs Jessie 

Vasey's husband, Major-General Vasey. 

More information on www.warwidows.org.au 

“We all belong to each other.  

We all need each other.  

It is in serving each other  

and in sacrificing for our common good  

that we are finding our true life.” 

DEBRIEF DEADLINE 

The deadline for articles to be included in DEBRIEF is the first day of every even month.  

When submitting articles with photographs, to achieve the best print quality please include 

the photographs separately in JPG or similar format.  

Also identify each photograph i.e., Photo 1 – SA President laying a wreath; Photo 2 – Cen-

otaph gates etc.  

Debrief Editor debriefeditor@gmail.com 
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM 

MEMBERSHIP 


