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NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dear Members,
A belated welcome to 2021 and to the first edition of Debrief for this year; my report begins with some events
from December 2020.
On 14 December I attended in Perth (with other ESO
reps) a round table discussion with Ms Bernadette Boss,
the National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention. This was an open discussion that covered many of the issues that are of concern to young and
older veterans and their families, and followed similar
discussions held in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. A
summary of those discussions can be found at national-

commissionerdvsp.gov.au/publications/summaryround-tables-community-organisations.

You will recall that in November the ADF Afghanistan Inquiry Report (the Brereton Report)
was released and, although described as “an administrative report”, the release resulted in some
senior government personalities publicly condemning some members of Special Forces for
their alleged behaviour on operations.
These statements, together with advice from DVA that the backlog of un-processed claims by
veterans had now reached some 16 months, led me to seek a meeting with my local MP for
Curtin, Ms Celia Hammond. This meeting was held on 21 December and was also attended by
the Hon Linda Reynolds, the Minister for Defence, and Mr Andrew Hastie MP, who had just
received advice of his appointment as an Assistant Minister for Defence. I was accompanied
by Richard Williams, President of our WA Branch.
We discussed briefly the need for DVA to rectify the position re the backlog of claims and then
moved on to the Brereton Report.
Our views on the statements made by politicians and the CDF on the allegations made against
some Special Forces troops were discussed vigorously and we appreciated the candour of the
Minister. At the closure of the meeting Linda Reynolds presented Richard and myself each
with a redacted copy of the Brereton report.
After reading all of the Brereton Report (and making extensive notes), in consultation with
your State Presidents and other members of the National Executive, on 17 January 2021 a letter
was sent to the Prime Minister about our concerns. A reply is yet to be received.
Consultation with DVA has re-commenced after the Christmas break and we have lodged two
submissions, one on the Productivity Commission recommendations that are yet to be implemented and the second on concerns over the DVA fee schedules for mental health professionals
and the need for greater access to them in regional areas.

Finally, this edition of Debrief includes another review of “The Long Shadow.” This review
complements the excellent review by Kel Robertson in the last edition, and is included to encourage members to delve into Dr Peter Yule’s outstanding work. For those of you who are
daunted by its size may I suggest you read a chapter or two at a time, such as beginning with
chapters 7 and 8, 26 and 27, 21 and 22 and 23 and 24. Happy reading!
Max Ball
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Canberra A84-307 on route from English Electric plant at Preston England to RAAF
Laverton in Victoria August 1951
A84-307 is a unique aircraft in Australia’s aviation history, manufactured in the English Electric
plant at Preston in the UK Canberra A84-307 (WD939) was the eleventh airframe to leave the production line. Purchased in July 1951 for the Department of Aircraft Production A84-307 arrived in
Australia in August of 1951. We believe this aircraft to be the oldest surviving complete Canberra
aircraft in the world, there is evidence for five other survivors from the same production run three
with earlier production numbers but of these two are cockpit sections only and one is a fuselage. It
also appears to be the case with the two Rolls Royce Mk1 Avon jet engines installed in the airframe, that they are the oldest surviving Mk1 Avon engines in the world. The Serial Nos support
this as the Port side engine S/No is C.A.C 2 and the Starboard side engine is S/No C.A.C 27. The
engines were manufactured under licence to Rolls Royce by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (C.A.C at Fisherman’s Bend in Victoria.
A84-307 enjoyed a long distinguished 22 year flying career with the Royal Australian Air Force it
was the first Canberra on strength with the RAAF in August of 1951. Initially the aircraft was assigned to the RAAF Aircraft Research and Development Unit at Laverton Air Base in Victoria
where it undertook a range of scientific research programs into high altitude high speed jet aircraft
engine, airframe and pilot & navigational exercises. Following a flying accident A84-307 was converted to the two-pilot plus navigator trainer Mk21 configuration and was assigned to an Operational Conversion Unit where it took part in the training of aircrew for the new Canberra aircraft
being manufactured in Australia by the Government Aircraft Factory at Bankstown in Sydney.
The next stage of A84-307s life was a transfer in 1964 to RAAF Butterworth in Malaya where it
filled the role of a continuity training aircraft for the No2 Squadron aircrews on operations during
the Indonesian Incursion into Malaya, the aircraft continued in this role until 1966 when No2
Squadron was transferred to operations in Vietnam. A84-307 continued in its continuity training
role where it served in Vietnam on a two-week rotation but in concert with its Vietnam role also
undertook a series of clandestine operations (Lone Ranger Missions) carried out between 1966 and
1968.

Continued page 30
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Monday, 8 February 2021

MEDIA RELEASE

ANZAC DAY SCHOOLS’ AWARDS ASK IMPORTANT QUESTION
THE 2021 Anzac Day Schools’ Awards are now open, encouraging students to learn about veteran service and Australian wartime history by asking the question, ‘what does commemoration
look like in your community?’
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said the awards looked to honour the service and
sacrifice of Australians across a range of conflicts and peacekeeping operations and encouraged
students to find out more about our military history.
“This year students are being asked to look at the importance of commemoration to local communities and how that has changed over time in our society,” Mr Chester said.
“With the cancellation of many Anzac Day services around Australia and overseas last year, we
saw the Australian community adapt and commemorate Anzac Day at home — painting poppies
and placing them in windows of houses, school children writing letters to our elderly veterans in
aged care facilities, music tributes, current serving members calling veterans to check in, and solitary driveway tributes.
“The awards encourage the next generation of Australians to study and gain a deeper understanding of Australia’s wartime history — from the First World War to modern day conflicts and
peacekeeping operations.
“Initiatives like the Anzac Day Schools’ Awards help ensure that as Australia’s future generations
grow up, they recognise and respect the sacrifice of all who have served in the protection of our
country and way of life.
“I encourage all schools across Australia to take part in this competition and I look forward to seeing this year’s entries showcasing how our local communities commemorate the service and sacrifice of our service men and women.”
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) is proud to host the 2021 Anzac Day Schools'
Awards, recognising the commitment of students, teachers and schools to engage with veterans
and honour Australia’s wartime history.
The national winner’s school will receive $5,000, a trophy and a certificate. There will also be
state and territory winners, with the schools receiving $3,000 and a certificate. Winners in the special categories will receive $2,000 and a certificate.
Entries for the Awards are now open and will close on Wednesday, 30 June 2021. For further information, including on award categories, judging, criteria and how to apply visit the Anzac Portal
website - https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/research-education/competitions/anzac-day-schoolsawards
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820,
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Monday, 1 February 2021

MEDIA RELEASE

BOOST IN SUPPORT FOR VETERAN MENTAL HEALTH
Mental health providers, social workers and community nursing providers who provide vital services to our veteran community are set to receive a boost in funding from the Australian Government with an increase in fees from today.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said the Government committed $94.3 million in
the Budget to increase fees paid to mental health, social work and community nursing providers,
and ensure continued high quality care for our veterans and their families.
“Maintaining competitive fees for these mental health and community support providers will enable better outcomes for our veterans and their families, and encourage providers to continue to offer services to support members of the veteran community through challenging times,” Mr Chester said.
“It was crucial that the Government continues to deliver positive change to boost support for veterans’ mental health and wellbeing, particularly as we navigate a global pandemic.
“This Government has invested in the veterans’ affairs portfolio year-on-year and will continue to
do so to ensure we are putting veterans and their families first, including by regularly examining
the fees paid to providers for health services.”
The $94.3 million over four years to improve mental health outcomes and ensure high quality care
for our older veterans and their families, and to better support their transition to civilian life by
increasing fees paid to mental health, social work and community nursing providers.
“I would like to acknowledge the ongoing advocacy by ex-service organisations and peak bodies
who work with us in partnership to ensure our veterans and their families have access to worldclass care and support,” Mr Chester said.
“For any veteran out there who may be struggling, I encourage you to reach out for help. Support
is always available.”
More information on mental health support available through DVA is available at dva.gov.au.
For support, Open Arms — Veterans & Families Counselling provides free and confidential support for current and ex-serving ADF personnel and their families. Help is available 24/7 on 1800
011 046 (international: +61 1800 011 046 or +61 8 8241 4546) or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon. Darren Chester, Canberra ACT.
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Frank Mallard AM, RAE
Frank Mallard was a good bloke, and generous to a fault. He would give
you the shirt off his back if you asked. We were all saddened with his passing, but we rejoiced at his appointment as a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) on Australia Day, 2021.
In ordinary circumstances a person narrating Frank's life would be inclined
to talk about the struggle of being born into an Indigenous, Yamatji family
that was living just inland from Kalbarri in Western Australia, and then becoming one of the Stolen Generation. However, Frank was a glass half full
optimist, and he made the most of his years at the Catholic College in
Geraldton. Frank always wanted to join the Army and that guided him
through his last years of schooling and then it was off to Kapooka in 1962. After basic training Frank
was posted to the RAE, which became another family to him, and his posting records show that he
served in RAE units all over Australia and in Borneo and South Vietnam.
In recognising Frank's important place in our Australian history, I have taken an extract of his brilliant speech honouring Indigenous service men and women, at the Kings Park War Memorial in
2016.
“Today we are gathered here to honour the Indigenous service men and women who although they were not at the time Australian citizens, served their country well, from the Boer
Wars to present time.

Even though, they were not able to vote or be a part of the Australian census, many Aboriginal
people, men and women saw an opportunity for recognition in joining the armed forces. The first
indigenous servicemen served in the two Boer Wars in South Africa beginning in 1880. These
men were mainly used as horse handlers and trackers. The sad part about this is that many of
their names were never recorded, and evidence points to some being left in South Africa after the
war.
My family alone is recorded to have had 28 serving from WW1 to the present time.

On the front line there was no time for racism or bigotry, as each soldier relied on the next to
survive. In the time of war mateship flourished and white servicemen and black were all in it together. Nevertheless at the end of hostilities the recognition for indigenous servicemen did not
happen.
Despite a ban on non-Europeans enlisting at least 400 dark skinned people enlisted into the
armed forces of Australia to fight in the First World War. As WW1 dragged on the Defence Act
was altered to allow “Half Castes” to join. Records show that the number of Indigenous enlistments then grew quite significantly.
In WW2 their numbers grew to between three and five thousand. Since the two world wars there
have been many smaller conflicts that Australia has been involved in, as well as many peace
keeping roles.
Let me tell you a little about myself. I was born in Geraldton on the 9th of July 1945 (I will
turn71 this year) at the end of WW2, to an Aboriginal mother and white father. I didn’t realise
Continued page 14
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LONG TAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Seventeen year old Daniel Whittaker was
recently presented the 2020 Long Tan Youth
Leadership & Teamwork Award by FLTLT
Kierryn Higbed, Royal Australian Air Force.
Daniel was the 2020 School Captain at
Lyneham High School and involved with the
Developing Adolescent Resilience and Enterprise (DARE) program for boys. DARE
focuses on core values of leadership teamwork and respect with a focus on giving
back to the community, fundraising awareness and preventing domestic violence.
He had also participated in various events at
Lyneham High such as White Ribbon Day
and RUOK Day.
Daniel has been an Australian Army Cadet
since 2016 and in that role attends various
ceremonial events. On ANZAC Day 2020 he
encouraged his neighbours to Light Up the
Dawn in their driveways at 6:00am.
Well done Daniel.
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
17 December 2020

MEDIA RELEASE

RSL VICTORIA TO LEAD VETERAN WELLBEING CENTRE IN WODONGA
VETERANS and their families in north east Victoria are a step closer to the establishment of a
Veteran Wellbeing Centre with the Returned Services League Victoria (RSL Victoria) announced
as the lead organisation for its development.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said RSL Victoria would receive $5 million from
the Australian Government for the Wodonga Centre, which will promote social connection, expand community engagement and provide integrated services for veterans and their families.
“RSL Victoria has a strong relationship with the ex-service community and brings a wealth of experience that will benefit the some 5,300 current and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel, and their families in the north east region,” Mr Chester said.
“Once completed, veterans and their families will be able to access services and programs in a
welcoming environment where their unique experiences are understood and supported, and their
military service is held in the utmost respect.
“As part of the next stage of development, RSL Victoria will be working to find an appropriate
site for the centre. I commend RSL Victoria for their dedication and commitment to the serving
and ex‑serving community in Victoria, and I look forward to the development of the Wellbeing
Centre.”
RSL Victoria’s State President Dr Robert Webster OAM said that once established, the Wodonga
Veterans and Families Wellbeing Centre will bring trauma-informed, contemporary and progressive veteran and family support services to Victoria’s far north-east.
“The Wodonga Veterans and Families Wellbeing Centre will be a one stop shop that will have
RSL transition, health and wellbeing, advocacy advice, welfare and housing services sitting alongside complementary services from other ex-service organisations, government and private providers,” Dr Webster said.
“This holistic approach to veteran support, with services and providers accessible in the one location will cater to the needs of all veterans and their families, from those in need of acute care,
through to those looking to transition back into civilian life.”
The Australian Government committed $30 million to develop a network of six Veteran Wellbeing Centres across Australia in partnership with Ex-Service Organisations (ESOs) and state and
territory governments.
For more information about the new Veteran Wellbeing Centres, visit the DVA website www.dva.gov.au/wellbeing-centres
MEDIA CONTACTS: Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon. Darren Chester, Canberra ACT.
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
5 February 2021

MEDIA RELEASE

COUNCIL OF THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL APPOINTMENTS
Ms Rhondda Vanzella OAM and Mr Glenn Keys AO have joined the Council of the Australian
War Memorial, filling the vacant positions previously held by Ms Gwen Cherne and
Ms Margaret Jackson AC.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said Ms Vanzella and Mr Keys, who is a veteran,
would bring important skills, perspectives and dedication to the Council as it progresses the Australian War Memorial development project.
“Rhondda is the National President of Australian War Widows Incorporated and has been a member of Australian War Widows NSW since 2014 and has served as its State President and Chair
since 2016,” Mr Chester said.
“She has dedicated her career to mentoring and working with communities at a local, rural regional and national level on a range of issues and successful community projects, including walking
the Kokoda Track to assist with building and opening of memorials; helping lead the re-enactment
of the Kangaroo March from Wagga Wagga to Sydney in 2015; and co-founding the Ozy Youth
Choir Honouring Defence Service (Ozy).”
Mr Glenn Keys AO is the Founder, Executive Chairman and Director of Aspen Medical, one of
the world’s leading providers of outsourced healthcare solutions.
“As a philanthropist and advocate of business having a social purpose, Glenn is passionate about
improving the lives of people with disability, through a range of roles across the healthcare, disability, not-for-profit, and business sectors,” Mr Chester said.
“He has a passion for supporting the ex-service community and was part of the team instrumental
in bringing the Invictus Games to Australia. He became Director of the Australian Invictus Games
in 2018 and is a board member of Veteran Sport Australia.
“I would like to thank Gwen and Margaret for their enthusiasm and dedication to preserving and
sharing Australia’s military history, and I look forward to working with Rhondda, Glenn and the
rest of the Council to continue to tell the stories of our nation’s military service and honour those
who have served and continue to serve.”
More information about the Australian War Memorial and the Council can be found
at www.awm.gov.au/about.

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt or
Cedric Szigeti: 02 6277 7820
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Continued page 9
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COUNCIL OF THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL APPOINTMENTS
Continued from page 8

Ms Rhondda Vanzella OAM was appointed the National President of Australian War Widows
Incorporated in October 2020. She has been a member of Australian War Widows NSW since
2014 and has served as its State President and Chair since 2016.
She has dedicated her career to mentoring and working with communities at a local, rural regional
and national level on a range of issues and successful community projects. Some of her projects
have included walking the Kokoda track to assist with building and opening of track memorials;
helping lead the re-enactment of the Kangaroo March from Wagga Wagga to Sydney in 2015 and
leading a fundraiser to build low cost retirement units on RSL land in Batlow.
Rhondda is Co-founder and President of the Ozy Youth Choir Honouring Defence Service (Ozy)
which brings civilians, veterans and current serving Defence families together in regional and rural areas across Australia through the arts. Bringing music and history together, Ozy inspires and
develops young leaders with a focus on commemoration, education and welfare.
Rhondda is a member of a number of boards including the National Council for Woman and Families United by Defence Service; the Ex-Service Organisations Round Table; the Remembrance
Driveway Committee and an Affiliate Member of the Bundanoon RSL sub-branch. She also
served as a committee member on the Centenary of ANZAC Advisory Council.
As both a war widow and woman united by defence service, Rhondda is passionate about finding
and creating ways to bring organisations together to collaborate to better honour and support
women, veterans and their families and believes that The Australian War Memorial plays a vital
role in this as Australia’s national place to honour, learn and heal for all generations.
Mr Glenn Keys AO is the Founder, Executive Chairman and Director of Aspen Medical, one of
the world’s leading providers of outsourced healthcare solutions.
In 2010, Mr Keys founded the Aspen Foundation, which funded the Australia wide study into ExService Support Organisations (ESO) Mapping Project to assist in understanding the range and
distribution of ESO’s and how they can better support veterans. He was also a Founding Director
in the organisation that led the campaign to inaugurate the Invictus Games in Australia. He became Director of the Australian Invictus Games in 2018 and is now a board member of Veterans
Sport Australia. Mr Keys sits on a number of boards including the National Disability Insurance
Agency.
Prior to building and leading businesses in the private sector, Mr Keys had a distinguished career
in the Australian Defence Force spanning 15 years. He completed Officer Training at RMC Duntroon and studied Mechanical Engineering. He also studied Aeronautical Engineering with UK
MoD in the United Kingdom and was the first Army Flight Test engineer at the RAAF Aircraft
Research and Development Unit. He was Chief Engineer, Army Aircraft Logistics Management
Squadron, from 1992 to 1993.

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt or
Cedric Szigeti: 02 6277 7820
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs - Minister for Defence Personnel
Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash
Minister for Employment, Skills, Small and Family Business
Senator for Western Australia
Sunday, 13 December 2020

JOINT MEDIA RELEASE

NEW OPEN ARMS OFFICE FOR ROCKINGHAM, WA
VETERANS and their families in Rockingham, Western Australia, will benefit from the support
of a new permanent Open Arms – Veterans & Families Counselling office at Goddard House, 18
Goddard Street, which opens tomorrow.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said Open Arms was Australia’s leading provider of
mental health counselling and support services for Australian veterans and their families and having an office near HMAS Stirling would be of great benefit.
“Service in the Australian Defence Force (ADF) is an overwhelmingly positive experience for
most, but the unique nature of military service can have an impact on the mental health of our current and former ADF personnel and their families,” Mr Chester said.
“We have made progress in reducing the stigma around seeking help, but there is still work to do,
and I would encourage any current ADF member, veteran or their families who may need some
additional help to please reach out.
“Open Arms provides many important services including confidential counselling, training programs and peer support, relationship retreats, group treatment programs and suicide prevention
courses.
“Veterans and their families will also benefit from having a team of Community and Peer workers, a first for Rockingham, who offer support based on their own experiences of military life,
transition and mental health recovery.”

Senator for Western Australia the Hon Michaelia Cash said this live-saving service will be available to almost 10,000 current and former ADF personnel and their families in the area.
“This is a great addition to local services, especially with some 4,400 ADF members and their
families located near Garden Island, along with some 4,700 veterans and their families in the area,” Senator Cash said.
“While not all of these people will need the service, those that do need that extra support will be
able to readily access it, and I would encourage anyone who may be struggling to please reach
out.”
The new office offers modern, well equipped, and easily accessible facilities, as well as capacity
for an increased workforce that will assist in meeting the mental health and wellbeing needs of
current and former ADF members and their families.
Open Arms is Australia’s leading provider of mental health counselling and support services for
Australian veterans and their families, and I strongly encourage any veteran, or veteran family
Continued page 12
11

DEBRIEF

September—October 2020

MINISTER MATTERS
NEW OPEN ARMS OFFICE FOR ROCKINGHAM, WA
Continued from page 11

member who may be struggling or in need of additional support to call them on 1800 011 046.
Open Arms was founded by Australia’s Vietnam veterans and is part of their enduring legacy to
ensure all Australian veterans and their families can access free mental health support for life.
For further information on Open Arms services and locations visit Open Arms website.

Note: Phone interviews with an Open Arms Peer worker are available by request through the
DVA media team – contact details below.

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820,
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon. Darren Chester, Canberra ACT.

BY THE NUMBERS:
VIETNAM ERA ARMY REGIMENTAL NUMBERING SYSTEM
National Servicemen of Vietnam era had a 7 digit regimental number, with the second digit being
a 7 or 8 to differentiate from then CMF , (now ARES), who were also issued 7 digit numbers.
So a Nasho from Vic would have a number starting 37 or 38. The key identifier of a Nasho Regimental Number is the second digit. All Nasho Regimental Numbers started with the state of enlistment identifier:
1 Qld, 2 NSW, 3 Vic, 4 SA, 5 WA, 6 Tas, 7NT 8 PNG, Anyone from ACT received a number
starting with 2 (NSW)
Regular ARA members had a 5 or 6 digit number relating to their length of initial enlistment for
either 3 or 6 years. All Regimental Numbers for ARA started with the same state of enlistment
identifier as the Nashos.
1 Qld, 2 NSW, 3 Vic, 4 SA, 5 WA, 6 Tas, 7NT, 8 PNG. Anyone from ACT received a number
starting with 2 (NSW)
So ARA from Vic would have a number starting with 3; a five figure number for a 6 year enlistee or a six digit number for a three year enlistee.
Navy and RAAF had a system commencing with a letter.
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MINISTER MATTERS

The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Friday, 11 December 2020

MEDIA RELEASE

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT UPDATE
THE Australian War Memorial’s development project is on track to ensure the stories of service
from the current generation will be told at Australia’s national institution.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester welcomed the announcement that the Memorial’s
proposal was approved under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999.
“The Memorial holds a sacred place in the hearts of Australians and we must ensure that those
from contemporary conflicts have their stories told — in peacekeeping and operational conflicts
including East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan,” Mr Chester said.
“It is important that veterans today can take their families, their children or loved ones to the Memorial and see their story, and by expanding the Memorial we can tell these stories and continue
to have a positive impact on the lives of our contemporary veterans.”
Australian War Memorial Director Matt Anderson said that he also welcomed the outcome, which
follows amendments and undertakings the Memorial made through public consultation, as one of
the first of three major approval processes required to progress the proposed development.
“The expansion of our galleries will allow the Memorial to honour the commitment of the
100,000 Australians who have served our country over the past 30 years,” Mr Anderson said.
Following consultation with the ex-service community, the Memorial will ensure that future construction work tenders will have a scored criteria for not just veterans’ employment, but also employment and opportunity for veterans and Defence family members and their businesses.
The proposal for the development project is currently being considered by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works. If approved, it will then be considered by the National
Capital Authority.
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon. Darren Chester, Canberra ACT.
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Frank Mallard AM, RAE
Continued from page 6

what racism was all about until I attended an ANZAC Day parade when I was about 5 years old.
I was so proud of my uncles and cousins who marched and wore their medals with pride, but
then they were not able to join in the festivities with their mates.
By the time I joined the Army in 1962 things were a little better, because of the closeness of the
mateship in the military we were all soldiers, there was no colour, except the green of the uniform. In 1964 I was sent to Sabah (North Borneo) during the Indonesian Confrontation, from
there in 1965 I went to Vietnam with Australia’s first commitment of fighting troops, going all
the way with LBJ. In the troop of Engineers that went to Vietnam in 65 there were 4 of us indigenous soldiers. This troop of Engineers was to become known as the “Original Tunnel Rats”, and
we were a part of the 1RAR Group, who served with distinction alongside the American 173 Airborne Brigade. (For our efforts we earnt the right to wear the American Presidential Unit Commendation. Gazetted by the Australian Government in 1991 and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry Unit Citation Gazetted in May 2015.Fifty years after the event). After that I spent a few
years in South East Asia (Malaysia/Singapore). I retired from the regular Army in 1985 and
joined the Army Reserve.
Working in the recruitment section in Townsville’s 11th Brigade I drove the recruitment caravan
all over North Queensland enlisting people into the Reserve. I enjoyed this job because I got to
meet many of the indigenous groups, and was able to relate to them more easily with my background. While I was in the Reserves I trained to become a prison Officer at Townsville prison
and I had contact with the indigenous inmates who needed someone like me that they could talk
to. A part of my job was to teach the inmates about the dangers of drugs and communicable diseases.
My heart though was still in the Military, and when war broke out in Bosnia/Croatia, I took
leave from the reserve and my job at the prison and joined the UN in Croatia. I stayed there for
almost four years from 1993 to 1996. When I returned to Australia I went back to the reserve and
to the prison (which by now was called “Corrective Services”). In 1999 I retired from all work
suffering from PTSD.
As an elder in my family from Northampton, I attend meetings when required, and offer what I
can in assistance. In 2012 I was instrumental in the return of my uncle’s spirit from his burial
site in New Guinea to his birth-place in Northampton. This return was welcomed with a painted
tribal corroboree and the playing of the didgeridoo. The ceremony lasted several hours.
There are members of my family still serving in the military and I am very proud of them.
So why do we as aboriginal people serve our country? This land is our heritage, we are a part
of it, and we hope that our contribution will inspire our politicians to change the constitution, to
recognize us and to complete the reconciliation.
Soldiering is not for everyone, but those who aspire to serve their country, will find great satisfaction from their commitment.

Continued page 15
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Frank Mallard AM, RAE
Continued from page 14

God Bless

It is best that any tribute to Frank has to acknowledge his life story, and if he was here today he would
demand the last word, anyway. The Governor General's media notes list part of the achievements of the
brilliant, compassionate and generous man. Lest We Forget
Dr Neil MacNeill, editor of CONTACT!
MEMBER (AM) IN THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA
The late Mr Frank Charles MALLARD Formerly of Ellenbrook WA 6069 For significant service to the
Indigenous community of Western Australia, and to veterans' groups.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Association of WA • Treasurer, 2015-2019. • Member, Honouring
Indigenous War Graves Inc, 2007-2017.
Wave Rock, Hyden, Western Australia • Supervisor, Work Project, , 2010-2019, • 'Building of an Amphitheatre and helping in the Military Museum'.
The Returned Services League Western Australia • Media Representative, Ellenbrook Sub-branch,
2019. • Member, 2012-2019.
Catholic Archdiocese of Perth • Chair, Voice of the Voiceless Ministry, 2006-2019. • Director, Amurri
Divine Mercy Foundation, 2018-2019. • Past Extraordinary Minister and Member, Ellenbrook Roman
Catholic Parish Council.
St Helena's Catholic Primary School, c2005-2013 • President, Parents and Friends Committee. • Member, School Board. • Uniform Coordinator.
Professional • Corrective Service Officer, Department of Correctional Services Queensland, 1989- 1999. •
Warehouse Supervisor, Brown and Root, NATO, Tuzla Airbase, Bosnia, 1995-1996. • Warehouse Supervisor, United Nations UNPROFOR, Split, Croatia and Tuzla Air Force Base, Bosnia, 1993-1995. • Member,
Royal Australian Engineers Western Australia, 2005-2019.
Australian Army • Member/Warrant Officer Class Two, Army Reserve, 1987-1999. • Member, 3 Field
Troop, Royal Australian Engineers, 1962-1985.
Awards and recognition include: • Western Australia Senior Australian of the Year, 2019. • Citizen and
Senior Citizen of the Year, City of Swan, 2018. • Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit
Citation, as a member of the 1RAR, 2015. • Humanitarian Overseas Medal, Balkans, 2009. • Australian
Service Medal 1945-1975, 2001. • Australian Active Service Medal 1945-1975, Malaysia, and Vietnam,
1998. • National Medal, 1978.
https://www.gg.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-01/ad21_media_notes_-_am_m_-_z.pdf

Veteran Details Vietnam Nominal Roll
Name
Service
Service Number
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Rank
Corps
Unit History
3 Field Troop
1st Field Squadron

MALLARD, Frank Charles
Australian Army
5411253
9 Jun 1945
Geraldton WA
Sapper
Royal Australian Engineers
14 Sep 1965 to 31 Mar 1966
01 Apr 1966 to 20 Sep 1966
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Frank Mallard AM, RAE

A personalised letter to Frank’s wife from Kim Beasley, Governor of Western Australia
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MINISTER MATTERS
The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
14 January 2021

MEDIA RELEASE

MORE THAN $1 MILLION TO HONOUR AUSTRALIA’S MILITARY HISTORY
Seventy-nine community groups and organisations from across the country will receive funding
under the Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program for projects that help preserve
Australia’s military history.
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said more than $1 million would be provided to assist the successful applicants in completing projects and activities that commemorate our service
personnel.
“We have a rich military history and many Australians have a grandparent, parent, sibling or relative who have served in our defence forces and have played a role in helping shape the nation,”
Mr Chester said.
“By funding projects that safeguard our nation’s wartime heritage, we are ensuring generations to
come have the opportunity to learn and connect with this service and sacrifice.
“Some of the projects that received funding include, the restoration of the National Military and
Service War Dog memorial in Wacol, the development of a digital database of Second World War
veterans and construction of a new cenotaph to commemorate the service and sacrifice of Australia’s defence personnel.
“Congratulations to all those community groups and organisations that received funding and I encourage others to consider applying for funding in the next round of the Grants Program, particularly for projects and activities that commemorate the Vietnam War, with several significant anniversaries in 2021.”
The Saluting Their Service program is designed to preserve our military history, promote an understanding and appreciation of the experiences of service personnel and involve people around
the nation in a wide range of activities that honour the service and sacrifice of Australians.
The program runs throughout the year, with the next batch now open for applications. Applications for Batch 3 of the 2020-21 Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program close on
11 February 2021. Visit the Community Grants Hub for more information.
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Rachel Tharratt: 02 6277 7820,
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon. Darren Chester, Canberra ACT.
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A MOST INTERESTING 3 YEAR - PART 3 of 3
Continued from previous edition...

Patrolling through pristine jungle was to my mind a very safe exercise, you understood and identified all the usual sounds and by moving extremely slow you didn’t frighten the fauna. On one
patrol in dense jungle the forward scout stopped and via hand signals to “come here” there was
this extremely long snake with the height of its body about 18inches, moving slowly through the
jungle, with its head hidden by the bushes. The four of us slowly moved backwards and made a
big arc around it before resuming our patrolling.
Not long after seeing this snake I was on another patrol and in the late afternoon we started to
prepare our evening meal and look for a suitable place to bed down. Being in the dry season and
having found a place to sleep you would just move the dry leaves, put your pack at your head,
take off your basic webbing which was used as a pillow and just lie down. In tropical jungle and
below the canopy the darkness of night was upon you around 5.30pm and it was totally black.
This particular night I was either half asleep or having a nightmare – in the blackness I thought a
snake was slowly slithering over my legs, I was lying on my back and couldn’t move or scream.
Having my rifle beside me I slowly picked it up, took the safety catch off then slowly run the tip
of the barrel down my right leg hoping to touch the bloody snake and if I had of felt the snake I
probably would have shot the bugger and scared the rest of the patrol to death. Needless to say
there was no snake just a good imagination.
Another animal that made you jump was the barking deer, you only encountered it during the
dark hours when you were trying to sleep. Again, you knew the sounds of the night jungle but
when you hear foot-steps in the dry leaves your senses go into overdrive. The footsteps would
slowly move towards you then stopped, then after a few seconds the bloody animal would let out
these loud barking sounds and scare the “be-Jesus” out of you. Besides, one snake, the pesky deer
and monkeys high up in the canopy plus some bloody big spiders, visually we saw very little, but
others certainly heard the buggers, in comparing our stories with others from other patrols, they
saw a tiger and wild elephants plus an array of ground dwelling animals, you can’t be lucky all
the time.
Not all of our patrols were in the Australian TAOR (tactical area of responsibility), we did swap
jobs with the Americans, some patrols went south to the Delta and worked with the Navy Seals
whilst others worked with the Green Berets. My only experience was with LRRPs (long range
reconnaissance patrols) in Bear Cat a small outpost to the North/West of Nui Dat. They all lived
in timber huts, 30 to a hut and no privacy – their modus operandi was basically the same as the
SAS except they were much more gung-ho, anything that moved was blasted to hell. Whether
they actually shot anyone I couldn’t tell as they counted their kill score by the number of bullets
they fired. And as most of them were conscripts they didn’t much care, with their biggest problem
being the use of drugs, all types.
Sometimes while on patrol you would hear and experience a B52 air-strike, if you could see the
sky you could just make out these specks miles in the sky. With a strike probably five or so miles
away, the ground would tremble, the trees would shake and you felt like a drunk, having trouble
standing. The noise wasn’t that great, it was a low rumble that had to penetrate miles of thick jungle to get to your ears. The biggest shock was stumbling into the end result of a B52 strike, thirty
foot craters everywhere, trees shattered and uprooted, and the jungle in chaos. You couldn’t walk
where a strike had happened you had to walk around it, a real pain.
Sundays on the hill in Nui Dat resembled for some reason a Swanbourne “day of rest”, except for
those in the bush where the names of particular days meant zero. On this particular dry-season
Continued page 19
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A MOST INTERESTING 3 YEAR - PART 3 of 3
Continued from page 18

Sunday afternoon I was in the “rec” hut, and as usual it was bloody hot – most officers and NCOs
not out on patrol were in their boozer and the troopers were further up the hill also having an ale.
The “rec” hut had seen better days, but it contained a ping-pong table, a well-worn pool table and
some old magazines, as well as Dick Meisenhelter’s photographic dark room. And being opposite the officer’s and sergeant’s boozer it was where vehicles entering our camp parked. While
standing outside the “rec” hut on this particular Sunday I watched a US Army pick-up arrive in a
cloud of dust and parked nearly on top of me – the vehicle was driven by a Yank sergeant, probably a REMF from Vung Tau and with no one around and being a bit inquisitive I asked what he
wanted. It seem he had arrived to swap a pick-up full of US Army gear for some captured weapons, which he heard we had plenty of – he had US combat boots, unopened boxes of K-bar
knives, camouflaged uniforms and six boxes of poncho liners. Thinking quickly and seeing an
opportunity to “acquire” something we couldn’t easily obtain and most certainly desired. I informed our American friend that most certainly we could do a swap, but he would need the OC’s
permission. Directing my new friend to the OC, who I suggested was having a beer with his
troops up at the digger’s boozer and if he followed the track up to the boozer he could meet the
boss and obtain the necessary approval.
As soon as he moved out of sight I checked the immediate surroundings and thank god no one
was watching – the six boxes of poncho liners were snaffled and hidden beside the “rec” hut and
quickly covered with dry bamboo leaves. Then it was a disappearing act back to my tent, our
American friend returned to his “lightened” pick-up and screamed blue murder, not that he could
have done much as I believe his ill-gotten gains were probably purloined. Then after much haggling he got his captured weapons and Mick Grovenor’s Q store the remaining US goodies.
About an hour after the pick-up left I received a visitor from H Troop, stating that their “boss” Lt.
Dave Procopis (Zorba) wanted to see me. Rather reluctantly and not having a clue what he wanted I trudged around to his tent, and upon arrival I was promptly advised to sit in his patio deck
chair. Hell, I didn’t know what to think, was I there for afternoon tea and scones or what! Having
sat down in Dave’s deck chair he pointed in the direction of the “rec” hut and asked what I saw –
holy shit, Zorba had witnessed the whole event. How does a trooper negotiate with a Troop Commander, you don’t. Once he found out they were boxes of poncho liners - Zorba’s only response
was, “I want half”, which he certainly received.
I joined the Army for three years and spent my last year (1968) in Vietnam, to my mind the SAS
tours of duty of one year was too long. By the end of the tour too many blokes were worn out and
had lost much of their fighting edge, a shorter tour of six/nine months would certainly have been
better. One of the probably unwritten rules of serving in Vietnam was, if you were due out of the
Army and had fifty days of leave owing, you were sent back to Australia so you could take those
fifty days before exiting the force. In my case I should have been sent home in early December
1968 to take my fifty six days of leave, but due to the loss of many sick and injured troopers I
wasn’t going anywhere. Just before Christmas I informed my Patrol Commander I was resigning
from anymore fighting because of the leave question. Terry Nolan was sympathetic to my cause
and asked what I wanted to do, I had no idea, but what was on offer, all I was interested in was
going home. At around the same time the corporal running the digger’s boozer Henry Leerentvelt
was heading home. So thanks to Terry Nolan and his persuasion, I became the proprietor of the
digger’s boozer until the end of our tour (March 1969).
Talk about making money - the digger’s boozer placed a weekly order for beer, soft-drinks, cigarettes, biscuits, chips, toothpaste etc. etc. This order was placed by the squadron’s administration
Continued page 20
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and handled/delivered by the OCs driver, a corporal whose nickname was Meekatharra. He called
on me and stated I owed him fifty dollars, when I queried him he said not to worry as it will be
returned later in the day. The scam was simple, nobody knew the difference – it all revolved
around the person running the digger’s boozer, he placed the orders which no one in authority
queried. The cigarette component of the order consisted of twelve cartons of mainly menthol
ones, which was the cigarette of choice of the Vietnamese civilians. Twelve cartons would have
been enough smokes to last a full year for our small unit – the cartons were smuggled under dirty
clothes destined for the Baria laundry and sold to someone in the town. My return for the outlay
of fifty dollars was an envelope with one hundred and fifty dollars that same afternoon. Thinking
back on this episode, us mug troopers who went out on patrol after patrol putting our lives on the
line while some “smarties” back in base are ripping off the system, makes you mad.
In thinking back to what occurred some fifty plus years ago and having survived just three years
in the Australian Army I would like to wish all my compatriots that I served with my grateful
thank you. Plus all those young fellows who served in Vietnam and most importantly all those
that made the supreme sacrifice.
Tony Bowden OAM JP—July 2020—Service No. 3411809

LETTERS
From: Graham Christie <ryandale31@bigpond.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 6 January 2021 4:06 PM
To: GDVVAA - Belmont Office <gdvvaa@gmail.com>
Cc: rslqueenscliffe@gmail.com
Subject: FW: COVID

Gentlemen, the television interview with Tony Dell – Vietnam Veteran and former Australian
Test Cricketer – was stunning. My Sons even contacted me to get on board.
Tony has been active in promoting “STAND TALL for PTS” (Post -Traumatic Stress Disorder)
of Vietnam Veterans & National First Responders – he has been compelling since 2010 – but 10
years have since disappeared - it is time we rallied behind all activities that Stand Up for our
Brothers, their Wives, Children & Grandchildren.
The following Website Details deserves our support – today I attended another Veteran Funeral
and felt helpless - the time we have - is running out – for every Veteran AND their Families.
I hope our Kindred Associations and all our Sub-Branches with their RSL counterparts – can mobilize ASAP.
https://www.standtall4pts.org/upcomingevents
Good Luck Tony,

Stay Well, Keep Safe & Remain Connected.
Graham
GRAHAM J. CHRISTIE
Justice of the Peace 9747
0418 521 579

“ryandale31@bigpond.com”
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TEDDY SHEEAN FOREVER—FOREVER 18
To sing along with Lee Kernaghan to “Teddy Sheean Forever—Forever Eighteen”, Google
“Teddy Sheean sing”:
Lyrics
The bow cut the swell on a course set for Timor the Armidale plowed
Through the waves the enemy found us
Sent bombs and torpedoes out gunned and
Out numbered we prayed abandon the ship came the call
Through the chaos jump for you lives the ships going down
I saw Teddy Sheean
He was wounded and bleeding strapped to his oerlikon gun and he kept
On fire'n as he was dragged under so
Noble for someone so young forever eighteen
We'll never forget Teddy Sheean
The blood and the oil coated men in the water the stern rose and then
Disappeared we clung to the wreckage and still they came at us till
The silence of evening drew near we floated two wailers and a
Raft from a flockson we hung on and waited for help to arrive
I saw Teddy Sheean
He was wounded and bleeding strapped to his oerlikon gun and he kept
On fire'n as he was dragged under so
Noble for someone so young forever eighteen
We'll never forget Teddy Sheean
The men who survived owe their lives to the lad the boy
Who stood strong and held on and fought on till the end
I saw Teddy Sheean
He was wounded and bleeding strapped to his oerlikon gun and he kept
On fire'n as he was dragged under so
Noble for someone so young forever eighteen
We'll never forget Teddy Sheean
Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Garth Ivan Richard Porter / Lee Raymond Kernaghan / Colin Keith Robert
Buchanan
Teddy Sheean – Forever Eighteen lyrics © Universal Music Publishing Pty. Ltd. Google
to listen

DVA GOLD CARD FOR ELIGIBLE VETERANS OVER 70 YEARS OLD
Members and readers are reminded that veterans aged 70 years or more who have qualifying service are eligible to receive a DVA Gold card for medical treatment.
To lodge a claim go to the DVA web site and search firstly for Gold card and then “How to
get your Gold Card”. This will bring up the form “Application for a Gold card for Veterans of Australia’s Defence Force” DVA form D3057.
When completing the form you can ignore Question 16. We believe that this question is
irrelevant and inappropriate and we have requested the department to remove it.
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REVIEW—January 30 2021

The Long Shadow, Peter Yule's account of Australia's
Vietnam veterans in the years since the war, is important and impressive
Michael McKernan

A scene from the Welcome Home Parade in 1987 at the Domain. Picture: Australian War Memorial

The Long Shadow: Australia's Vietnam Veterans Since The War, by Peter Yule. Australian
War Memorial and NewSouth, $49.99.
This book is as important as it is impressive. It is a long book, 568 pages of text. In his foreword,
General Sir Peter Cosgrove says he read it in a sitting. Wow! The General obviously has more
stamina than most. But if he means it is hard, almost impossible, to put down, then most readers
would agree.
It is remarkable - even astonishing - that the book is published by the Australian War Memorial,
usually a cautious and careful publisher. You won't die wondering what Peter Yule thinks. He
lines up his targets and disposes of them carefully and with forensic intensity.
The targets are numerous and include: American and Australian strategy in Vietnam, Australian
prime ministers and politicians who sent our soldiers to war and kept them there, the Department
of Veterans' Affairs, deceitful and cowardly, most of its ministers and secretaries, the Evatt Royal
Commission into Agent Orange, the official historian of Agent Orange, Professor F.B. ('Barry')
Smith and, by implication, the supervising official historian who commissioned and published
Smith, Dr Peter Edwards.
The Long Shadow is firmly on the side of Vietnam veterans and their families, and it abounds
with their voices. The veterans were sometimes wrong. There was no riot at Sydney airport between returning veterans and anti-war protestors. No Australian ever threw red paint over marching Australian returning veterans. There was no booing and little protest at the marches in capital
cities to celebrate the return of units.
Continued page 23
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But mostly the veterans were right. It was the wrong war and it couldn't be won. They were grievously damaged by the war they fought. They were hounded and hurt by the way Australians
viewed their war and by their perceived place in Australian society. They were good, perhaps
great, soldiers, well-trained, cohesive, resilient, efficient, hard-working and reliant on one another.
But it is a sad book. There is misery, suffering, outrage and injury on almost
every page. Yet there are moments of great happiness and joy - the Welcome
Home parade in Sydney in 1987, the eventual understanding and broadly-based
support of the Australian community, and the support and comfort that veterans
fostered among themselves.
This is, fundamentally, a medical history and that is why it is so important. It
examines physical and psychological injury at war, it accounts for the emerging term and condition, post-traumatic stress disorder, and it shows how careful
medical attention and counselling can - eventually - heal.
The book came about in response to veterans' outrage at the publication of a
volume of the official history, Medicine at War, and Barry Smith's essay on Agent Orange in that
book. Yule concludes - trenchantly - that Smith "did not so much write a history as present a case,
making personal attacks, distorting evidence, and gloating over the discomfiture of veterans".
"[The veterans]," writes Yule, "deserved better of an official history." They have it in The Long
Shadow.
One of the strengths of the book is to show the interconnections between the American experience
of Vietnam and the Australian experience. Yule makes the excellent point that the cohesion and
comradeship of Australian units was fostered by the fact that most soldiers arrived in Vietnam as
part of a unit or battalion. They had trained together to peak efficiency in Australia, they had travelled together, and they fought together. In contrast the Americans arrived in Vietnam individually and were assigned to a unit after their arrival.
But the aftermath of the war in both countries was very similar with a close liaison on so many
matters affecting the veterans' welfare, health and wide-ranging medical research. It was American research and integrity that helped overturn the effects of the Evatt Royal Commission in Australia.

Readers will be amazed and warmed by the lengthy account of the persistence of key Australian
veterans and organisations in confronting governments, seeking to improve the health and welfare
of their mates. Men like Phill Thompson, Tim McCombe and Graham Walker deserve recognition
and honour for their unpaid, voluntary and skilled campaigning on behalf of their mates.
Yule makes no distinction between the service in Vietnam of national servicemen and regular soldiers. But he makes the essential point that there was a great deal of difference in their rehabilitation in Australia. A national serviceman, fighting in the jungle one day, might be back at work in
bank or office a couple of days later. Mates on whom they had relied for life itself were lost to
them. Read this wonderful book. It will open your eyes to a tragedy in the Australian story.
**********
Dr Michael McKernan is an author, editor, and historian. He has worked as an academic, public servant, and consultant. His experience includes being a former broadcaster for the Australian Broadcasting Company and a deputy director of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. Amongst the many
books he has authored is When This Thing Happened, an account of one veteran's tragedy in Vietnam.
Graham Edwards
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LETTERS
PEN PAL WANTED
From: Andrew Fraser <andrewfraser1961@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 3 Dec 2020 at 07:55
Subject: Support
To: Terry Roe <secretary@vvaa.org.au>
Hi Terry
I am writing to you after hearing an interview with Peter Yule on ABC about his book The Long
Shadow. I have always felt empathy with war veterans but never actually done anything about this
except attend the annual dawn service in Melbourne, acknowledge the minutes silence on 11 of
11, buy poppies all which only feel like small token gestures.
This contact is made after hearing Peter explain the conditions the Vietnam soldiers experienced.
I'm wondering if the Association has a pen pal type service where people like me can converse in
writing with a veteran? Contact could be as frequent as the veteran would like and about any topics of interest. Contact could be via any of the numerous ways available in today's world of communication.
I grew up in Melbourne but am now living in the Solomon Islands with my family, where I intend
to spend the rest of the years this life gives me.
My interests are very wide from the usual sports, film, science, music and in particular happiness.
I consider myself to be a good listener and am always trying to learn from what life presents.
I'm happy to provide whatever identification documentation required to confirm my authenticity.
Finally, I would like to congratulate your Association for having such detailed contact information
on your website, that is fantastic to see.
Looking forward to hearing from you.
Andrew Fraser
+677 887 2429

From: John Rowan <jrowan@vva.org>
Sent: Wednesday, 16 December 2020 2:58 AM
To: secretary@vvaa.org.au
Subject: RE: DEBRIEF
Dear Terry, Thanks again for another wonderful issues of the Debrief. I was particularly moved
by the three essays from the children of Vietnam Veterans. Are you receiving the virtual versions
of the VVA Veteran? You can check them out at vva.org.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our Brothers and Sisters in Australia. Thanks, John
PS, I am related to hundreds if not thousands of Australians. My great-great grandparents
(McCarthy's) left Ireland for Australia in 1853, leaving their youngest (under 2), my greatgrandmother, behind with her grandparents on the farm. She later emigrated to the US in the
1870s and never connected with her family until she was in her '70's in NYC where I live. There
are still McCarthy's on the family farm in Feenaugh, Limerick.
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LETTERS
From: Sean Power <SEANPOWER2482@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 19 January 2021 2:52 PM
To: president@vvaa.org.au
Subject: Veterans Fraud, Please get this message out.

Gday, I'm Sean Power. Ex 5/7RAR veteran.

I am writing to inform you of a fraud involving Veterans.
I was recently in hospital due to a suicide attempt after the sudden loss of my wife. The grief and
PTSD was just too much.
I was approached by man called Jay Devereaux from V360/ Veterans 360 whilst in hospital.

To cut a long story short Jay befriended me and offered me assistance at my most vulnerable time.
He not only failed to help me but also made my life almost unbearable.
He offered an array of services, Including financial support, housing assistance and advocacy. He
offered to manage my affairs as I was going to be a inpatient for several months in hospital. He
was going to call the banks and my landlord and freeze everything and even attempt to have some
things payed for me. He did nothing. I called him several times when I had the opportunity and he
informed me he was onto it and things were looking good. He lied continuously. I am now in serious financial trouble and have a bad rental record. But thankfully the RSL has stepped in and
helped.
He attempted to take ownership of my vehicle whilst I was in hospital and attempted to sell it. He
did this knowing my wife's belongings were in the vehicle and it meant a great deal to me. He
gave/sold the vehicle to a third party. We managed through the police to recover the vehicle. It
had accident damage and the tires were destroyed from what i assume were burnouts.
He defrauded my mother or $1000 dollars when he told her he was a ex soldier and worked for
DVA and even attempted to extort money from my father who is also a Vietnam Veteran and a
TPI. Patrick Power (snow), 6 Battalion. He told my father I owed him money and was a criminal
and he could sort things out if my father contributed to his charity.
He is now I believe under investigation by several organisations and the police.
I wanted as many people to know and be aware of who this predator really is.
Regards
Sean Power
From: trev=radschool.org.au@turbo-smtp.info
<trev=radschool.org.au@turbo-smtp.info> On Behalf Of Trevor Benneworth
Sent: Friday, 8 January 2021 12:22 PM
To: secretary@vvaa.org.au
Subject: Radschool Magazine

Howdy all,
Vol 72 of the RAM is now out there, you can get your copy by going to the Radschool site
(www.radschool.org.au), click on Magazines then follow the prompts to Vol 72.
If you can't see Vol 72, you might need to do a page refresh. Hold down the CTRL key and tap
the R key.
Please forward this to anyone you think could be interested.
Trevor Benneworth
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17777 Sgt Roger Anthony Harris – 1RAR
I would like to advise of the passing of Tony (Roger) Harris. Tony served two tours of Vietnam
with 1RAR on his second tour he was the Mortar Fire Controller for A Company 1RAR (Eightone-alpha) at Fire Support Base Coral in 1968. As Eight Zero alpha I remember him well.
Tony was a VERY, VERY good Mortar Fire Controller.
He was precise, accurate and quick with his corrections and fire orders. You may remember the
'danger close' mortar fire missions on the morning of 16 May 1968. It was Tony Harris in A Company's position who was 'calling the shots'.
Off the battlefield we enjoyed company many times.
On behalf of all the members of the 1RAR Mortar platoon, may he rest in Peace.
His Duty done.
He passed away in Coffs Harbour on 26th Dec 2020. His funeral was held Friday 8th at Karangi Cemetry.
Jack Parr.
Veteran Details (From the Nominal Roll)
Name
HARRIS, Roger Anthony
Service
Australian Army
Service Number
17777
Date of Birth
12 Jan 1945
Place of Birth
BRISTOL ENGLAND
Rank
(Temporary) Sergeant
National Service
No
Corps
Royal Australian Infantry Corps
Honours
None for display
Unit History:
Unit Name
Start Date
End Date
1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment
27 May 1965 01 Jun 1966
1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment
18 Mar 1968 19 Dec 1968

6708804 James (Jimmy) David REID
12 February 1946 – 19 December 2020
James was born in Launceston Tasmania on 12th February 1946 and during his National Service
he served in Vietnam with the Royal Australian Army Service Crop, 8 Petroleum Platoon
RAASC from 26 FEB 1968 to 23 DEC 1968.
“Farewell Digger. Your health battles have now ceased. You are at peace and have gone to join
your mates in the celestial barracks. Condolences to Wendy and your family. We will remember
them too. Lest we Forget. Vietnam Veterans Assn. Launceston Sub-Branch.
The Examiner, Launceston Tasmania
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English Electric Canberra B-2 (RAAF MK21)
Bomber A84-307
Continued from page 3

What is significant?
Conceived in late 1944 to a British Air Ministry specification for a high altitude high speed, unarmed
jet powered bomber to replace the Halifax, Stirling & Lancaster heavy bombers currently in use with
the Commonwealth air forces. The great attributes of the Canberra would reduce crew sizes from 10
men to 3 and the abilities of the aircraft would negate the need to carry defensive weapons in gun turrets and gun and rocket pods, items that greatly affected the aerodynamic efficiency of the World War
II aircraft.
English Electric Canberra A84-307 was the first Canberra on strength with the RAAF, purchased in
July 1951 the aircraft arrived in Australia on August 1st, 1951 serving first with the RAAF Aircraft Research and Development Unit. Aside from the Department of Aircraft Production engineers that travelled to England to study the airframe and the flight crew who ferried the aircraft to Australia the technology encapsulated in this aircraft was new to all hence the exploratory roles and flying techniques
developed on this aircraft are still relevant today as our modern Fighter/Bombers still operate in the
same way.

How is it significant?
The aircraft, was the first of its type to enter service with the RAAF, it represented the very best in
aviation technology and engineering, in service it effectively drove all the air superiority fighter
aircraft of the time into obsolescence. For the first time a medium/heavy bomber could be constructed that weighed half of the previous aircraft, the electronics and avionics were vastly superior
to the current types the advent of the turbo jet engine reduced the need for 4 engines down to two
the removal of almost all exterior equipment halving the weight and doubling the speed allowed a
ceiling of 54,000 feet some 14,000 feet above all conventional air superiority fighters of the day.
The Avon turbo jet engine albeit now 61 years old proved so successful that it is still being manufactured today.
In the brief period between the close of hostilities in 1945 and the acquisition of the Canberra in 1951
the Royal Australian Air Force moved from conventional propeller driven aircraft into the jet age and a
significant part of that transition is to the credit of the Canberra.

Why is it significant?
The aircraft was a first of a kind that had a profound effect on how Australia and its defence was
viewed with the advent of this new and advanced technology. The first real impact was that the numbers of aircrew required to serve in Australia’s defence could be significantly reduced similarly with
the demise of the labour-intensive piston engine aircraft the numbers of ground crew reduced with the
follow-on effect in reduced stores and handling reduced numbers of aircraft hangars etc. At the close
of hostilities, the RAAF numbered 180,000 personnel by the middle of the 1950s the number had reduced to around 20,000. The civil aviation industry also benefited from the introduction of jet aircraft
to the RAAF as much of the teaching, procedural changes and skills were passed on to the civil airlines.
EXTENT:
The original fabric of the aircraft is complete, it carries all its original equipment including engines,
instrumentation, avionics and the structure of the airframe remains unchanged. Some modifications to
the cockpit and internal equipment have been undertaken these included the installation of a second set
of flight and handling instruments a second pilot seat and intercommunication equipment.
Continued page 31
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English Electric Canberra B-2 (RAAF MK21)
Bomber A84-307
Continued from page 30

CATEGORY:
Aircraft
HISTORY:
Canberra A84-307 the first to be taken on charge by the RAAF came to Australia in August of
1951 and is one of three that were ordered from Britain by the Australian Government, two were to
be used as pattern aircraft (one remained in England) for the production by Government Aircraft
Factory of the Canberra for the Royal Australian Air Force. The third airframe A84-307 was assigned to the Aircraft Research & Development Unit (ARDU) where it undertook the first research
tests into high speed high altitude jet aircraft for the RAAF.
In 1956, the aircraft was damaged in a flying incident that required a new set of wings, whilst waiting for the new wing set to arrive from Britain the Government Aircraft Factory (GAF) converted
the aircraft to the Mk21 two pilot seat trainer configuration and it returned to flying operations in
1958.
The aircraft was then transferred to 1 Operational Training Unit (OTU) at Parafield in South Australia. A84-307 was then transferred to RAAF Butterworth in Malaya where the aircraft undertook
two vital roles in support of operations against insurgents in Indonesia between 1964 and 1966 following the cessation of hostilities in Indonesia A84-307 remained in Malaya in support of No2
Squadron RAAF operations in Vietnam where between 1966 and 1968 it operated on two week
deployments to Phan Rang air base in South Vietnam. Whilst not involved in the No2 Squadron
program A84-307 filled a secondary role in concert with a second Canberra A84-302 when attached to the Transport Support Flight where it flew a considerable number of the clandestine
“Lone Ranger” operations to Hong Kong.
John Bennett. Highest Traditions - The History of No2 Squadron RAAF, Australian Government
Publishing Service (p255, 258, 264)
Stewart Wilson. Lincoln, Canberra and F-111 – In Australian Service, Aerospace Publications
(p30, 80, 88,
Defence Instruction AAP 7214.004-3 Repair and Reconditioning Instructions Canberra MK 20/21,
10 March 1981 RAAF Publication
Defence Instruction AAP 7214.004-2 General and Technical Information Canberra MK20
RAAF Publication DVD
Per’s Comm. Air Commodore Frank Burtt (Retd)
Group Captain Lance Holverson (Retd) President VVAA RAAF
Don Duvall Ground Crew Chief Canberra Section Transport Support Flight (Retd)
CONTEXTUAL HISTORY
At the close of hostilities in World War Two Australia had the 4th largest air force in the world, all of
which were piston engine aircraft and fast becoming redundant with the advances in new jet technology. Both, Britain and the USA were taking great strides into the jet age and the RAAF and the Australian government Air Board determined that Australia needed to also move into the Jet age. Three aircraft were being considered to replace our piston engine trainers, fighters and bombers the DE Havilland Vampire, the Glostor Meteor and the English Electric Canberra. All three were ultimately chosen
with the Vampire and Canberra destined for production in Australia. The Canberra was of interest as it
promised a fast-high altitude bomber that could out perform all the fighters of the day.
Continued page 32
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English Electric Canberra B-2 (RAAF MK21)
Bomber A84-307
Continued from page 31

This remained so for the next decade. Australia’s geographical position in the world and the experiences of World War II ably demonstrated that there was a need for a new bomber that had necessary attributes for:
a) A long operational radius
b) A very high-altitude capability
c) Have high speed inherent in the airframe &
d) Carry a significant offensive ordnance load
Current thinking at the time was that medium to heavy bombers could be built to operate at height
levels and at such speed that the defensive weaponry common to WWII aircraft would not be required. Consequently, airframes could be smaller and have significant improvements in strength
and cleaner more aerodynamic lines.
HISTORY OF PLACE
Manufacturer British Aerospace (formerly English Electric), production beginning in May 1949
Manufactured under the Serial No WD939 the Canberra was the 11th aircraft of the first production run.
Delivered to Australia in August of 1951and allocated the RAAF Serial NoA84-307
Served with the RAAF Aircraft Research and Development Unit (ARDU) 1951 – 1956 where it
undertook a variety of high altitude airframe and engine research programs
Modified after a flying accident by Government Aircraft Factory (GAF) from the B-2 bomber
configuration to MK21 two pilot/navigator trainer 1956 – 1958
Transferred from GAF Avalon Airfield Victoria to 1 Operational Training Unit (OTU) Parafield South Australia 1958
Transferred to 2 Squadron RAAF Butterworth Malaya 1964
Supported air operations during the Indonesian insurgency 1964 – 1966
Supported air operations during the Vietnam conflict 1966 – 1968
Assigned to the Transport Support Flight for the “Lone Ranger” mission program 1966 – 1968
Allocated to 1 (B) Operational Conversion Unit (OCU) at RAAF Amberley Qld late 1968
Retired from squadron service and displayed at 1 CMAD Kingswood NSW August 1973
Struck of charge and listed for disposal the aircraft was recovered from Kingswood by the
members of Oceania Aviation Museum Inc. and transported to the former RAAF base at
Kemps Creek NSW in February of 2004 for storage
Recovered from the Kemps Creek storage site to the National Vietnam Veterans Museum
Newhaven Vic March 2007

DESCRIPTION:
The aircraft is a composite of various aluminium, dura alloy and magnesium alloys with some cadmium and stainless-steel components. The airframe structure is predominately Dura alloy with
many cast magnesium fixtures and fittings the undercarriage oleos, wheels and struts are a composite of magnesium, chrome steel and chrome molly steels. The various fasteners included in the
construction are aluminium rivets, magnesium rivets, cadmium bolts and nuts with some stainlesssteel pins and connectors.
Continued page 33
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CONTEXT:
The aircraft is a stand-alone object.
INTACTNESS:
The aircraft is complete but is currently undergoing a major preservation program with several major components removed from the airframe including ailerons, wing flaps, engines, undercarriage
struts, wheels, fixtures and fittings.
COMPARISON:
Although this Canberra is not an orphan and many museums around the world hold Canberra aircraft in their collections none can claim the aeronautical history and place in Australia’s aviation
heritage.

Canberra A84-307 on display at CMAD Ordnance Base Orchard Hills NSW August 1973

NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island VIC 3925

Membership enquiries welcomed
www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org.au
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AVCAT
AVCAT Scholarship Promotion in Debrief
Hi Robynne,
I hope the readers of Debrief are enjoying the AVCAT Essay Prize essays.
Each year AVCAT seeks to inform as many veterans, and their families, about our scholarships
for the children and grandchildren of Australian veterans.
We generally begin sending out scholarship information packs in June.

Kind Regards
Emma
Emma Dallas
Communications Officer
Monday to Thursday
AVCAT Ground Level 280 Elizabeth St Surry Hills NSW 2010
PO Box K978 Haymarket NSW 1240
02 9213 7999
emma.dallas@avcat.org.au

SAVE THE DATE
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AROUND THE BRANCHES
THE VICTORIAN E TEAM IS GOING TO THE RACES!
The E Team will be mounting a display at the Buchan and Gelantipy Racing Club course on Saturday 13 February 2021, as a community support activity and follow up to the Branch donation of
$7500 to the Buchan community bushfire recovery program.

The Buchan community was severely impacted by the 2019/2020 Christmas – New Year bushfires and the racecourse was not spared.

Typical of the bush spirit, the community and local tradies banded together to get the racecourse
fit for the 2020 cup meeting, albeit with plenty of singe marks still around.
For the 2021 Cup, gates open at 11.00 a.m.on 13 Feb. at the Canni Creek Racecourse, 1555
Bruthen-Buchan Road. Members are encouraged to make a weekend of it in East Gippsland,
hootchie up in Bairnsdale or elsewhere, take in the Buchan caves and meet the locals for a great
day out. They will love to see you.
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ATTEMPT AT HUMOUR!
These are short and to the point……
The grim Reaper came for me last night, and I beat him off with a vacuum cleaner. Talk about
Dyson with death.
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was standing there I noticed 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin, 3 hours later and they're still walking about
with it. I thought to myself, they've lost the plot!!
My daughter asked me for a pet spider for her birthday, so I went to our local pet shop and they
were $70! Blow this, I thought, I can get one cheaper off the web.
I was at an ATM yesterday when a little old lady asked if I could check her balance, so I pushed
her over.
I start a new job in Seoul next week. I thought it was a good Korea move.
I was driving this morning when I saw a parked RAC van. The driver was sobbing uncontrollably
and looked very miserable. I thought to myself that guy's heading for a breakdown.
Statistically, 6 out of 7 dwarfs are not Happy.
My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30am this morning, can you believe that, 2:30am?!
Luckily for him I was still up playing my Bagpipes.
Paddy says "Mick, I'm thinking of buying a Labrador. Blow that" says Mick "have you seen how
many of their owners go blind?"
I saw a poor old lady fall over today on the ice! At least I presume she was poor - she only had
$1.20 in her purse.
My girlfriend thinks that I'm a stalker. Well, she's not exactly my girlfriend yet.
A wife says to her husband you're always pushing me around and talking behind my back. He
says what do you expect? You're in a wheelchair.
I was explaining to my wife last night that when you die you get reincarnated but must come
back as a different creature. She said "I would like to come back as a cow". I said you're obviously not listening.
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REUNIONS

HQ1ATF ASSOCIATION REUNION
In Memory of our D&E losses at Long Khanh (12 June 1971)
CANBERRA 18-22 NOVEMBER 2021
RESCHEDULED DATES
Capital Country Holiday Park
47 Bidges Road, SUTTON NSW 2620
Ph:(02) 6230 3433
Email: bookings@capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au
Web: www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au

Due to the ongoing Corona Virus situation our 2020 Reunion of Headquarters 1st Australian Task
Force / D & E Platoon (Nui Dat, South Vietnam 1966-1972) has now been rescheduled to 18-22
November 2021 and will still be held at the Capital Country Holiday Park which is located just off
the Federal Highway, some eight km north east of Canberra.
Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 1965 – 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the
servicemen and women who served there. HQ1ATF and its sub-unit Defence and Employment
(D&E) Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry Platoon in South Vietnam, served from
1966 – 1972 and encountered much enemy action during those years.
Each two years HQ1ATF Association holds a reunion and the rescheduled 2021 event will remember 50 years since we closed the gates of Nui Dat. It is anticipated that some 70 Veterans and 60
wives/partners (a total of 130 people) wll participate in the four day event. The reunion is an important part of the Association’s efforts in the healing process which is achieved through the continual networking of members and also importantly their partners and carers. With objectives to
improve health and well-being and to reduce social isolation, the reunion plays a significant role.
The Commemorative Dinner will be held on Saturday 20 November 2021 at the Old Parliament
House (Museum of Australian Democracy). The dinner will be preceded by a Memorial Service at
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Anzac Ave, Canberra.
For details contact: John Verhelst: 0437212121 or jeverhelst@gmail.com www.hq1atf.org

85th Transport Bi-Annual Reunion 2021
Anyone interested in attending the 85th Transport Bi-Annual Reunion for 2021 in Bendigo between Tuesday 17th - Friday 20th August 2021 please contact the people below for more information.
Bruce Wilson - Chairman 0412 405 600 or Catriona Bruce - Secretary 0419 559 348
Terry Hornbuckle (0408 519917)
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REUNIONS
1ALSG EX-VIETNAM - 8-13 NOVEMBER 2021
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
1st Australian Logistic Support Group—Ex-Vietnam
The reunion will be from November 8, till November 13, 2021 and will be
held at:
Lake Hume Discovery Park,
33 Boathaven Road, Ebden VIC 3691 via Albury/Wodonga
For details of the Reunion and Accommodation Bookings
Contact Tony Brown on:
Mobile: 0428 852 736
Email: tr4950@optusnet.com.au

21 Engineer Support Troop Reunion
The Troop Reunion is to be held from 30 August to 3 September 2021 at Forster—Tuncurry on the
NSW coast.
All accommodation, venues and activities will remain prior to the change of date due to
COVID19. Any changes will be posted on the website and sent out by email. Please make sure
that we have your current email address. For further information contact Ian (below), Phil Hicks
0414 761932 phil.hicks@gmail.com or Stan Monkley 0411 506787 stan21est@gmail.com.
Contact Ian McLean (0412 431297)
jaim@hotmail.com.au

Website: www.21est.org

2 RAR B Coy, 67-68 Reunion
B Company Reunion
Plans are underway for the Reunion to be held in Gympie Queensland, mid-August 2021. Exact
dates haven’t been decided but would incorporate Vietnam Veterans’ Day, the 18th August.
Please ensure your email address is up to date and if you require any further information, please
don’t hesitate to contact Leonie Millard (Schwarz) 0408015815, leonieschwarz@bigpond.com or
Ros Kirkpatrick (daughter) 0429 942528 ros.acugympie@gmail.com

104 Sig Sqn National Reunion 2021
20-22 July 2021, Twin Towns Service Club, Gold Coast.
55th Anniversary Reunion for all ex members and families of 104 Sig Sqn, SVN and later. Other
RASigs most welcome. Meet and Greet, Dinner, Memorial Service and Farewell Lunch.
Contact: Denis Hare—0419334535
reunion@au104.org http://2021.au104.org
Facebook Page: 104 Sig Sqn National Reunion 2021
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MERCHANDISE

Mouse Pad Order Form Page 40

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be
advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering
and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances. The V.V.A.A. the authors
and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of DEBRIEF.
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MERCHANDISE—MOUSE PAD
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Safe Zone Support is a free and anonymous counselling line, for veterans and their families
– call 1800 142 072 (available 24/7).

This service provides access to specialised counsellors, with an understanding of military
culture and experience.
The service offers care without the need for individuals to identify themselves or be concerned that their call will be recorded.
This line has been created for vulnerable cohorts of veterans and their families which might
not otherwise seek mental health care.

A service founded by
Vietnam Veterans now for ALL
Veterans and their Families
1800 011 046
THE INSPIRATION FOR THE NAME
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OUR HISTORY
Recent research has identified a loss of records from our associations past. If anyone has
copies of VVAA. National Congress minutes prior to 1996 please forward to:
president@vvaa.org.au or secretary@vvaa.org.au

TELL OTHERS ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITIES
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their local activities for
publication in Debrief.
Don’t miss this opportunity promote your group; it may give others ideas of what they can
do for, and with, their members and their families.
The preferred method is to attach to an email the article in Word format and photographs in
JPG format for better quality, to debriefeditor@gmail.com

Has your Email Address Changed?
Please advise your new email address to the VVAA National
Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven, Phillip Island VIC 3925
www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org.au
Membership enquiries welcomed—application form next page

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other.
We all need each other.
It is in serving each other
and in sacrificing for our common good
that we are finding our true life.”
A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo. The kookaburra was adopted
as the Guilds Logo from its inception and remains today.
The kookaburra was the mascot of the 7th Division of the 2nd AIF, commanded by Mrs Jessie
Vasey's husband, Major-General Vasey.

More information on www.warwidows.org.au
Congratulations to Ms Rhondda Vanzella for her appointment as
National President of the Australia War Widows Inc, also recently to the Council of the
Ausralian War Memorial.

DEBRIEF NEXT EDITION IS MARCH-APRIL 2021
The deadline for articles to be included in DEBRIEF is the first day of every
even month. When submitting an article with photographs for please include the
photographs separately as an attachment in JPG or similar format. Also identify
each photo i.e., Photo 1 – SA President laying a wreath; Photo 2 – Cenotaph
gates etc.
Debrief Editor
debriefeditor@gmail.com
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
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