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NATIONAL PRESIDENTS REPORT
Much of my me during September has been taken up with du es in the Advocacy Training and
Development Program as a member of the Strategic Governance Board and as an assessor under
the Recogni on of Prior Learning process.
I have ini ated a review within the V.V.A.A. of the Advocacy services we provide and much of our
future advocacy eﬀorts, as an associa on, will probably depend on the outcome of the Advocacy
Scoping Study currently underway.
My own commitment as an advocate included Veteran Review Board cases, prepara on of new
claims and welfare support to our veteran community.
In addi on to that there has been a degree of prepara on for the October Na onal Council
mee ng and that includes redra ing the Advocacy administra on policy for the Administra on
Handbook and reviewing our insurance needs for 2019.
October and November are busy with mee ngs of the Ex Service Organisa on Round Table
(ESORT) and the DVA Opera onal Working Party (OWP) as well as the relaunch and re‐branding of
the Veterans Counselling Service to be known as “Open Arms”.
I a ended the V.V.A.A. NSW Branch State Council mee ng and having noted the change of Presi‐
dent’s I must acknowledge the eﬀorts on behalf of our associa on by the outgoing President Greg
Cant, Sam Vecchio has been a long me backstop to Greg and I am conﬁdent he will keep NSW on
a steady keel.
The future administra on of our associa on must be high on our priority list as this is an area that
has regular changes in government requirements that we need to be aware of and address.
I would encourage all members to support and assist their Branch and sub Branch execu ves to
maintain the high standard we have had in the past.

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The V.V.A.A. the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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VETERAN PENSIONS SET TO INCREASE
VETERAN pension payments have increased in line with the biannual indexa on pro‐
cess.
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Darren Chester said this Government is working hard to
put veterans’ and their families ﬁrst.
“Our Government provides more than $11.2 billion each year to deliver essen al
services and programs to support 290,000 veterans and their families,” Mr Chester
said.
“The new pension rates will be fully eﬀec ve from pension payday 11 October 2018
for pension recipients including veterans, their partners, war widows and widowers
across Australia.”
Due to the calcula on of pension rates on a daily basis, the ﬁrst pension paid a er
the indexa on on payday 27 September 2018 will comprise a component of both the
old and new rates.
The table below highlights the new fortnightly rates.
These are the maximum rates of payment and include any Energy Supplement paya‐
ble.
Pensions are indexed twice a year in March and September. For a full list of pension
rates, please visit www.dva.gov.au or call 133 254 or 1800 555 254 from regional
Australia.

New rate

Increase

Single person

Old rate
(fortnightly)
$907.60

(fortnightly)
$916.30

(fortnightly)
$8.70

Couples (each)

$684.10

$690.70

$6.60

Single person – transi onal

$762.00

$768.00

$6.00

Couples (each) – transi onal

$614.80

$619.60

$4.80

$922.50

$931.50

$9.00

$272.60

$275.40

$2.80

T&PI (Special rate)

$1,394.20

$1,408.00

$13.80

Intermediate rate

$946.60

$956.00

$9.40

EDA

$770.20

$777.90

$7.70

100 per cent
10 per cent

$495.70

$500.60

$4.90

$56.50

$56.99

$0.49

SERVICE PENSION

WAR WIDOWS
War widow(er)’s pension
Income support supplement
DISABILITY PENSION
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HONOURS AND AWARDS
Australian Army 547 signal troop
Minister for Defence Personnel, the Hon Darren Chester MP, has announced Australian Defence
Force members who served with the Australian Army 547 Signal Troop during the Vietnam War had
been recognised with the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Cita on (the cita‐
on).
The Governor‐General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), has
formally approved the awarding of the cita on in recogni on of the military assistance provided to
the former Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) while under the opera onal command of the Unit‐
ed States Military Assistance Command (MACV).
Mr Chester said 547 Signal Troop was raised in 1966 and deployed to Vietnam as Australia’s contri‐
bu on to the United States intelligence network.
“The troop’s primary role was to locate and monitor enemy radio signals in order to iden fy their
strength, loca on, capability and future inten ons,” Mr Chester said.
“To achieve this the troop was in direct contact with the enemy forces from the ﬁrst day that they
arrived in Vietnam to the day before all Australian forces departed that country.
“Throughout their deployment to Vietnam, the troop was credited with providing early warning of
imminent large scale enemy ac on against Australian, US and Thai forces, and were directly credited
with saving hundreds of lives.
“Due to the extreme secrecy surrounding the troop’s opera ons their presence in Vietnam con n‐
ued to be a closely guarded secret. Even today the troop does not appear on many maps drawn up
by the Australian Task Force or on a model at the Australian War Memorial showing the loca ons of
all Australian units at Nui Dat.”
547 Signal Troop was under opera onal control of the United States Army Security Agency’s 509th
Radio Research Group and was assigned to the 303rd Radio Research Ba alion. The troop’s deploy‐
ment to Vietnam included responsibility for direct support to the Australian Task Force and Ameri‐
can units opera ng under the US II Field Force Vietnam command.
Mr Chester encouraged Veterans and family members of deceased veterans of 547 Signal Troop to
apply through the Directorate of Honours and Awards at the Department of Defence for the cita‐
on.
“The extraordinary courage and bravery of this troop is now being formally acknowledged and I
hope family members of the deceased come forward to receive this well‐deserved recogni on.”
To be eligible for the cita on insignia members must have served in Vietnam under the command of
MACV and posted to 547 Signal Troop during the eligible dates, 13 June 1966 to 23 December 1971.
More informa on is available at ‐ www.defence.gov.au/medals.
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DFRDB UPDATE – September 2018

We have not ruled out the prospect of Legal Ac on
In our July Update we reported that legal advice received suggested that a direct challenge of the
commuta on arrangement in the DFRDB Act was unlikely to succeed. But that does not mean that
we have ruled out the prospect of legal ac on.
We have now uncovered what lies behind the reduc on of widow’s and widower’s pensions and in‐
tend to ﬁnd out if anything else lies behind the commuta on arrangement. Given that the infor‐
ma on is buried deep in the Na onal Archives that will take some me.
We are prepared to make the eﬀort but we need and expect your support.
We have established a website h ps://www.adfra.org/ which serves as a pla orm from which we
can communicate directly with DFRB/DFRDB recipients and vice versa and establish a representa ve
proﬁle of the DFRB/DFRDB recipient popula on.
There are already a substan al number of registra ons on the site but the number s ll falls well
short of our expecta on of a minimum of 10% of the DFRB/DFRDB recipient popula on, which is at
least 5,500.
We believe the reasons behind the less than expected registra ons is a combina on of the following:
• We are s ll not reaching enough DFRB/DFRDB recipients.
• Of those we are reaching, not enough understand or appreciate the extent to which we are being
ripped oﬀ.
• Of those who do understand, not enough are prepared to make an eﬀort to do something about it.
• Some have had diﬃculty in registering on the web site.
The process of registra on is straight forward:
1. Go to the ADFRA website h ps://www.adfra.org/ (click on the link or copy it into your web brows‐
er).
2. Click on Register.
3. Enter your Email Address, a Username (minimum of 4 characters), your First Name and Surname.
These are required entries.
4. Enter your Telephone and/or your Mobile Number(s). These are op onal entries.
5. Select your Interest Category. This is a required entry.
6. Enter the security Valida on Code exactly as it is shown. This is a required entry.
7. Click on Submit Registra on.
You will then receive an email which conﬁrms that the email address you entered is in fact yours.
If you haven’t received the email a er 24 hours check your Spam/Junk Email folder. If it is not there
or you have/had another problem registering, please send an email to admin@adfra.org for help.
con nued
If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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DFRDB UPDATE – September 2018 con nued
Once registered, we ask those who’s Interest Category is DFRDB Beneﬁt Recipient to complete a
Case Study. Instruc ons for DFRDB Case Study entry can be found on the References page of the
website.
Ken Stone’s Campaign on Commuta on
A er pos ng Herb Ellerbock’s Gross Reduc on of Re rement Pay on YouTube in March and circu‐
la ng our April 2018 Update, DFRDB recipient, Ken Stone (WgCdr re red) ini ated a campaign to
address the inequity of the Commuta on arrangement, by way of a Class Ac on based on infor‐
ma on provided in the YouTube presenta on and an analysis of a number of Case Studies provid‐
ed by Herb. See Ken’s ini al DFRDB Commuta on document.
A Class Ac on was not viable so Ken changed his campaign to seek a poli cal outcome by advo‐
ca ng that the consequences of the of the commuta on arrangement resulted from a miscommu‐
nica on and misunderstanding of the term Communica on.
Ken’s reasoning and objec ves are stated in his latest DFRDB Commuta on document, Le er to
Mathias Cormann and email to Darren Chester.
Ken shares the progress of his campaign only with his followers but his latest has been shared by a
number of those followers. Since any outcome of Ken’s campaign aﬀects all DFRDB recipients, it is
ﬁ ng that all should be aware of this campaign and its progress. See Minister Chester’s Response
and Ken’s Superannuant Mail Out.
Those who have, over the years, kept abreast of all the eﬀorts seeking redress of the commuta on
concerns will ﬁnd nothing new in Ken’s objec ves or his approach. However, DFRB/DFRDB recipi‐
ents who have, before commuta on payback is even considered, lost more than one quarter of
their re rement pay due to unfair indexa on and widows/widowers whose reversionary pensions
are not being fully indexed, regardless of whether the member commuted or not, are en tled to
ask why those concerns don’t rate a men on in Ken’s campaign.
The par al response from the Minister also reveals nothing new. None the less, we commend Ken
on his eﬀorts.
Jim and Herb

A Billet For Everyone
The recrui ng oﬃcer had a hard me trying to determine to which branch of the service he
should assign this volunteer. The trouble was that the would‐be warrior was so dumb he could
only count to ten.
"Where shall we place him?" he asked his assistants at the recrui ng centre.
"Let's send him around to diﬀerent camps to referee boxing bouts," suggested one.
Another had a be er idea. "Let's send him to a missile unit. He'll be very good at a countdown."
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ACCESSIBLE MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR VETERANS
THE Government has acknowledged the release of two reports from the Australian Ins tute of Health
and Welfare (AIHW) — the 2018 update on the Causes of death among serving and ex‐serving Australi‐
an Defence Force personnel: 2002–2015, and the Na onal suicide monitoring of serving and ex‐serving
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel.
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Darren Chester said the latest ﬁndings show those who choose to serve
in the ADF are, on average, healthier than the general community. However, the ﬁndings also highlight
the need to support the mental health of veterans, par cularly those under 30.
“Our Government is pu ng veterans and their families ﬁrst,” Mr Chester said.
“We are commi ed to suppor ng the physical and mental health of veterans and these reports pro‐
vide a valuable contribu on to our understanding of veterans’ health.
“We have taken signiﬁcant steps in recent years to increase mental health support to our veterans,
and our priority now is to enhance support to veterans during their transi on period.
“Our Government provides more than $11.2 billion each year to deliver services and programs to sup‐
port 290,000 veterans and their families, with $200 million spent on mental health alone.”
Eligible transi oning ADF members now automa cally receive a DVA Health Card – Speciﬁc Condi ons
(White Card), which can be used to access treatment for any mental health condi on, regardless of
whether or not it is related to their service.
“This builds on the 2018–19 Budget measure, which expanded mental health treatment to eligible cur‐
rent and former Reservists without the need to link this condi on to their service,” Mr Chester said.
“ADF personnel who receive a White Card for mental health treatment will not be required to make a
claim with DVA to get treatment for mental health condi ons—they can simply use their card to access
treatment.”
ADF veteran, Kellie Dadds who has been deployed eight mes says the support will be valuable.
“This ini a ve will be welcomed by veterans who are transi oning from the ADF as it is another step
easing the transi on process. Knowing this support is available when required is pleasing and will en‐
sure that veterans get treatment early should they need it,” Ms Dadds said.
Current and former ADF members transi oning to civilian life also have access to a comprehensive one
‐oﬀ health assessment with their general prac oner (GP).
“From 1 July 2019, all those leaving the ADF will be able to access an annual comprehensive health as‐
sessment by a GP for the ﬁrst ﬁve years a er they discharge,” Mr Chester said.
"This is a $2.1 million commitment from government and will assist in the early detec on and treat‐
ment of mental and physical health concerns during transi on to civilian life, addressing a high risk pe‐
riod for the emergence of mental health condi ons and suicide.”
Mental health treatment provided through a White Card can include: consulta ons with a GP; psychia‐
trist; psychologist; mental health social worker or mental health occupa onal therapist; specialist PTSD
programs; subsidised pharmaceu cals required to treat a condi on, and hospital treatment. Health
assessments can be accessed with a Medicare card.
Former ADF members who have already transi oned to civilian life can s ll access DVA funded treat‐
ment for any mental health condi on through the use of a White Card by emailing the Department at
nlhc@dva.gov.au or calling 1800 555 254.
Eligible transi oning ADF members will receive their White Cards in the mail.
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Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment (Omnibus) Bill 2018
On 20 September 2018 the Bill was introduced in the House of Representatives.
This Bill will implement three new measures, including two measures intended to
streamline the process for compensation claims made by veterans or their dependents
and streamline assessment of the income test for Department of Veterans’ Affairs
(DVA) income support clients when applying the income test. The other measure gives
the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission (MRCC) broader ability to
obtain information under the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation (Defence-related
Claims) Act 1988 when determining claims.
Information, including the text of the Bill, Explanatory Memorandum, and Minister’s
Second Reading Speech are available on the DVA or Parliament House web sites

A young soldier was making his ﬁrst parachute jump. The corporal explained the proce‐
dure, "You count to ten and pull the ﬁrst ripcord. If the chute doesn't open, pull the sec‐
ond. That should do it. Then, a er you land, there'll be a truck wai ng to pick you up."
The soldier checked his gear, called out the customary "Geronimo!" and jumped out of
the plane. He counted to 10 and pulled the ripcord. The chute failed to open. He pulled
the second ripcord and the chute s ll didn't open. As he plummeted downward,
he said, "I'll bet the truck won't be there either."

National Vietnam Veterans Museum is a 2018
Travellers’ Choice Award Winner

Congratulations! You're a winner in the following categories:

Top 25 Museums — South Pacific
Top 10 Museums — Australia
Travellers' Choice awards are the highest honor TripAdvisor can give – meaning your business is truly exceptional. Based on reviews and opinions from millions of travellers, you're
in the top 1% of attractions.

8

DEBRIEF

October 2018

OUR MILITARY HISTORY

16 October 1967 RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam (RANHFV '67) joins the US Army's
135th Avia on Company at Vung Tau, suppor ng American troops in South Vietnam.
18 October 1967 HMAS Perth struck by return ﬁre near Cape Lai, Vietnam, while on
the United States 7th Fleet 'gunline'. This was the only occasion on which an Australian
warship suﬀered casual es from enemy ﬁre during the Vietnam War.
13 October 1969 HMAS Brisbane returns to Sydney This was the end of the Brisbane's
ﬁrst deployment to Vietnam. A turret from HMAS Brisbane is on display outside the
Australian War Memorial.
3 October 1992 The Vietnam Veterans' Na onal Memorial, Anzac Parade, Canberra,
was opened by the Prime Minister, the Hon. Paul Kea ng, MP, and honours those Aus‐
tralians who served and died in the war in Vietnam.

Engage ‘Supporting Those Who Serve’
Launched in August 2017, Defence’s Engage ‘Supporting Those Who Serve’ website is designed to benefit current and former ADF members, their families and those involved in their
support.
Engage connects users with free support from 45 not-for-profit service providers, charities,
Government agencies and other service providers offering services across over 770 locations
throughout Australia.
Engage enables users to search for support and services based on a broad range of criteria
including their needs, geographical location (local, regional and national), and the support or
services required.
Individuals do not need to register to access Engage, and individual use of the website is not
tracked.
For more information or to register as a Service Provider please visit
https://engage.forcenet.gov.au/ or contact Engage.Admin@defence.gov.au.
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HMAS PERTH
HMAS Perth (D 38) was the lead ship of the Perth class guided missile destroyers operated
by the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). Built in the United States of America to a modiﬁed version of the
Charles F. Adams design, Perth entered service with the RAN in 1965.
The destroyer made three deployments to the Vietnam War, earning a RAN ba le honour and two
United States Navy commenda ons for her service. The majority of the ship's career was spent on
training exercises and goodwill visits to other na ons, with one deployment as far as the Mediterra‐
nean. Perth was decommissioned in 1999, and sunk as a dive wreck oﬀ the coast of Western Australia
in 2001.

On 14 September 1967, Vietnam du es were handed to Perth by Hobart. The destroyer's ﬁrst assign‐
ment was the gunline oﬀ the II Corps opera ng area, where Perth rendezvoused with USS Radford on
26 September. The ship was speciﬁcally tasked with providing gunﬁre support for the 1st Cavalry Divi‐
sion of the United States Army, which was involved in Opera on Pershing. Three days later, Perth was
reassigned to the northern part of South Vietnam, in response to increased North Vietnamese ac vity.
Perth was redeployed to Sea Dragon opera ons on 16 October, joining American cruiser USS Newport
News. On the morning of 18 October, the destroyer was ﬁred on by coastal ar llery while inves ga ng
a group of ﬁshing junks; Perth was hit once, with the shell deﬂec ng oﬀ the a gun turret and pene‐
tra ng the superstructure to start a ﬁre in the conﬁden al books vault. The gun turret captain was lat‐
er awarded a Dis nguished Service Medal for his ac ons in response to the a ack, while the oﬃcer of
the watch was men oned in despatches for courage and calmness under ﬁre. Six days later, Perth and
USS Rupertus ﬁred on six small supply cra , sinking ﬁve.

Ba le damage

On the gun line
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V.V.A.A. TASMANIA
A ached are photos of a 66cm brown trout caught at
Lake Crescent on the day of the handing over of the keys
to the RSL retreat at Interlaken.
The key‐hand‐over went well in sunny weather a ended
by about 70 visitors.
Guy Barne presented Kerry Mc Cormick with his Coral
Balmoral Cita on which was received with much emo on.
A er the speeches from the Central Highlands Mayor Lou Triﬃ , Terry Roe, Guy Barne and the
President of the younger veterans group handling the RSL Retreat renova ons, most visitors re red
to the "Bush Retreat" for the barbecue lunch.
Special thanks go to Ann Cash for making the hamburgers and
preparing the Albacore Tuna. We also thank Loraine McCor‐
mick for her valuable help in the kitchen and David Harrison
and Dennis Camplin at the barbecue. Malcolm even handed
out a few stubbies a er half had gone home, thanks to whoev‐
er le 20 stubbies in the fridge on a previous visit. There are
s ll some le .
The secret that you will all be asking. Who caught the trout?
Guy Barne and I are sorry to admit, that David Harrison in the
red "Stormy Seas" caught 2 of those 6 pound trout from the
shore using a gold lure, ﬁshing in the channel near the boat ramp.
Malcolm held a mee ng with the shack owners of "Dago Point" the next day, Saturday.
A er much discussion, the majority agreed that the road from Interlaken road to the boat ramp
should be called "Dago Point Road" as suggested by the Council. Also that the dead end road to the
le to the 4 Fishing Club shacks should be called "Galaxia Court" a er the small na ve ﬁsh in both
lakes. The short road past the "Bush Retreat" is more diﬃcult as the shack owner over the road was
adamant that it not be named "Vietnam Memorial Avenue" as recommended by me, but named
a er the local noisy crow‐like "Currawong".
As we both argued strongly for our recommenda on, it was agreed to let the "Nomenclature Board"
decide from arguments submi ed from both par es. I will follow it up with Council and the Nomen‐
clature Board.
Kind regards
Malcolm

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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V.V.A.A. TASMANIA

a ached photo of some of the Tasmanian Execu ves having lunch at Tasmania's Parliament House
with Guy Barne MP Minister for Veterans Aﬀairs in Tasmania.
Their names are from le : Rob Woolley, Tas Browning, Brian McKenzie, Terry Roe, Guy Barne
MP, Gary Graham, Gerald O'Dea, Malcolm Cash and Kerry McCormick.

An oﬃcer on an aircra carrier was cu ng through the crew's quarters of his ship one day
and happened upon a sailor reading a magazine with his feet up on the small table in front of
him.
"Sailor! Do you put your feet up on the furniture at home?", the oﬃcer demanded.
"No, sir, but we don't land airplanes on the roof either."

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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ADVOCACY CORNER.
he Veterans’ Advocacy and Support Services Scoping Study has finished its travels around
Australia, having held more than 300 individual consultations over 16 weeks on a wide
range of veterans’ issues.
The study team has gathered information from many organisations including the Department of Defence, state and territory governments, ex-service organisations and legal,
health and community bodies.
More importantly, the team has spoken to as many veterans and their partners, children
and parents as possible.
Each person has generously shared their experiences and ideas, all of which have been listened to and documented. These stories, along with every submission received, will be
carefully considered before the report of the study is written.
As well as consultations, 222 submissions were made online or sent in by email and post.
Fifty of the submissions are from organisations and 172 from individuals. The longest submission was 126 pages in two parts and the shortest was a 57-word email. Some submissions are publicly available and can be read on the Advocacy Study page of DVA’s website.
The study is due to report to the Government by the end of the year, and the findings are
expected to be publicly available early next year.

Are you interested in the Advocacy Training and Development program recognition of prior learning process?
Visit the web site www.atdp.org.au and in the top right hand section of the
front page and do a self assessment that will halp you decide your next step.
Self assessment tools
These tools assist a person to determine whether they might meet the prerequistes for Recognition of Prior Learning in each of the Units of Competency.
Level 2 Compensation
Level 3 Compensation
Coming soon
Level 2 welfare

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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That’s how to treat Vietnam vets
We could learn a thing or two from American respect for servicemen and women, writes Steve Balmforth
THE wonderful and informative 100 Days of Heroes series in
the Mercury and the recent anniversary activities to mark
battles in the Vietnam War sparked emotional memories for
me.
The Battle of Long Tan, Khe Sanh, and the Tet Offensive are
conflicts that are commonly recalled as major battles, however the Battle of Coral and Balmoral, which was a significant
encounter, has been somewhat lost in the history of that unwinnable war.
The veterans involved, including my cousin John Sumner as a 19-year-old who was part of
the 176 Dispatch, Fire Support Base, was involved in a series of four, fierce battles over 24
days in May, 1968.
The battles were some of the bloodiest in the Vietnam Conflict with 26 soldiers killed and
109 wounded and until recently there has been little recognition of the battles and the tragic human toll.
John lost a finger in Vietnam and like many who returned to Australia in the dead of night
was ridiculed and spat at, and most returned with physical and mental issues.
After almost 50 years since the Battle of Balmoral and Coral those involved with support activities have just recently been recognised for their efforts with citations and gallantry
awards after years of investigations and submissions to the Defence Honours and Awards
Appeals Tribunal.
The small gallantry award clasp presented to those recently has been a result of many years
battling with bureaucracy.
The camaraderie exhibited in this group of old mates is unique from an outsider’s perspective, one that is very difficult to understand or comprehend for those not involved in that
war.
Compulsory National Service Conscription in Australia was reintroduced in 1964 with the
selection of conscripts made by a lottery draw based on date of birth.
I was registered as a 19-year-old in 1971 and my dogeared registration card, number
60251954, is still a memento and reminder to me as to how my life might have changed, if
the lotto ball with my birthdate had been drawn.
I had a number of friends conscripted and served in Vietnam and came back with various
recollections of the experience — some talk about it, some don’t and won’t.
The way in which the returning Vietnam vets were treated on their return to Australia is
nothing short of deplorable and we should never allow this to ever happen again.
It’s pleasing to see the Vietnam Vets in Anzac Day marches receive the cheers and applause
that they should have received when they came back 50 years ago.
The way we have recognised our servicemen and women in Australia is highlighted on Anzac Day as a national day of recognition and remembrance, something we can all be very
proud of.
Continued
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That how to treat Vietnam vets, continued.
But it’s not just on one day we should be remembering and honouring those who have
served in the many conflicts in which our country has been involved.
We should be taking a good look at the way the Americans treat their veterans. Having
spent three weeks in the US last year, in the company of a 78-year-old black ex-Marine,
my attitude has changed regarding patriotism.
My marine veteran mate, Bob Freeman, had served on active duty in most of the American conflicts from Korea to Afghanistan since he enlisted as a 16-year-old in 1956 and
wore his Marine Veterans cap with honour every day we travelled together. Bob has a
gentle demeanour, is softly spoken, and with an infectious smile that obviously hides the
war memories that he has experienced.
The respect Bob received from fellow vets and the general public was an eyeopener for
me because I had not experienced that in any way in Australia. The actions and efforts
taken to shake his hand without saying a word, a salute, a pat on the back or a nod of acknowledgment were signs of subtle and sincere respect.
I accompanied Bob on visit to the Arlington National Cemetery in Washington and it was
an unforgettable experience as he was saluted and acknowledged, by most who passed
by. It was on a day that a group of veterans in wheelchairs were touring the cemetery with
their carers, and the sight of these old veterans smiling and “tearing up” as an impromptu
guard of honour almost a kilometre long was formed to clap, cheer and salute them, was
a very emotional and memorable experience.
The Yanks do things differently, but one cannot doubt their patriotism.
Bob showed me where the Vietnam Wall of Honour was located, however he didn’t want
to join with me to visit, as too many of the names on the wall were good friends of his,
and even after almost 50 years, he just couldn’t face the emotional demons he still held
within.
American flags flying from front yards are in every town, big and small, in the states, and
from and Australian perspective this activity seems a little over the top, but I’ve been converted.
They do it well, and one can’t knock the American patriotism and support and acknowledgment they give to not only their servicemen and women. They treat firefighters, police, paramedics in the same light.
Service personnel are recognised at major sporting events, given priority at public events
and on transport, priority boarding on planes, discounts at department stores and are
treated with honour and respect every day of the year, not just one public holiday as we
do in Australia.
It may be time for us to give our servicemen and women the same respect and honour
that the Americans do, with some old-fashioned values and acknowledgments that is sadly lacking in today’s society.
Steve Balmforth OAM is from the Derwent Valley Tasmania, and is a writer, photographer and author now based in Melbourne.

Australia’s Vietnam War’ Website.
University of New South Wales Canberra
Vietnam.unsw.adfa.edu.au
‘
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SCHOLARSHIPS
The Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust (AVCAT) is a na onal independent charity.
AVCAT helps the children and grandchildren of Australian ex‐service men and women to a be er fu‐
ture by providing ter ary educa on scholarships. Through the generous support of the Australian
Government Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs, ex‐service organisa ons and individual donors, AVCAT
oﬀers up to 90 new scholarships each year for students enrolled at an Australian University, TAFE
College or Registered Training Organisa on.
To be eligible to apply, students must meet the following criteria:


A child, step‐child, foster child or grandchild of an ex‐serving Australian Veteran



An Australian ci zen or permanent resident



Enrolled, or planning to enrol in 2019, in a full‐ me course at an Australian University, TAFE
College or Registered Training Organisa on



Receiving, or eligible to receive, Centrelink Youth Allowance or an equivalent means‐tested
educa onal payment

“I am incredibly grateful for this scholarship and support that has been provided for the past
three years. The opportuni es that I have had and the university journey I have experienced
would not have been possible without this help. I am so thankful for those who have made
all of this possible.”
Susanna Simpson

Applica ons for 2019 scholarships open on August 18, 2018
and close on October 31, 2018
For informa on about how to apply contact the AVCAT team!
T: (02) 9213 7999

E: avcat@dva.gov.au

W: www.avcat.org.au
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VETERANS AND VETERANS FAMILIES COUNSELLING SERVICE
Veterans support gets a new look
The Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) is ge ng a new name and a new look.
From October, VVCS will become Open Arms, with the tagline veterans and families counselling.
“This new brand be er represents how the service has evolved and is more recognisable,” Na onal
Manager Dr Stephanie Hodson said.
“Open arms are a very powerful symbol of support, safety, and security, par cularly for Vietnam veter‐
ans, whose lifeline was the Huey helicopter.
“The Hueys would either take them out to safety, or provide cri cal supplies. But to let the pilot know
where to land, one soldier had to stand in a ﬁeld with open arms, completely vulnerable.
“Our new logo reminds us of those brave soldiers, while also represen ng so much to contemporary
veterans —families welcoming soldiers home, land crew direc ng planes—and, of course, our policy to
welcome those who need support.
“This brand change comes at a me when we are expanding eligibility to anyone who has served for
one day or more and their immediate family, who can now seek counselling about any issue they face.
“It was developed a er extensive consulta on with Vietnam and contemporary veterans, current per‐
sonnel, reservists, partners, families, and peer network advisers across Australia.”
The na onally accredited service has been the cornerstone of the Australian Government’s veteran
mental health support for more than 35 years, when it was established to support Vietnam veterans.
It provides 24‐hour free and conﬁden al counselling to former and current Australian Defence Force
personnel and their families.
“As a contemporary veteran, I fully understand and appreciate the amazing legacy the Vietnam veter‐
ans have provided to my genera on.
“Since 1982, we have provided more than 1.6 million counselling sessions to close to 300,000 veterans
and family members,” Dr Hodson said.
“With this more memorable brand that clearly represents what we do, we hope to be er connect with
current and former ADF personnel and their families, so that even more can get the support they
need.”
If you need support, call 1800 011 046 any me of day or night.
For more informa on about the name change please visit ‐ h p://www.vvcs.gov.au/openarms/
index.htm
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HEADQUARTER COY,
1ST AUSTRALIAN LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP
and it is held in BALLARAT,
from the meet and greet on the 8TH NOVEMBER
2019 ll the 11TH NOVEMBER 2019
for ACCOMMODATION AND REUNION DETAILS
contact TONY BROWN on 0428852736 or
email on tony11raye13@bigpond.com.

30 Terminal Sqn Reunion
Townsville 2019
16-18 Aug 19
An event to get all past and present termites
together in a fun and relaxed atmosphere to
share the trials and tribulations of being a termite (and possibly some tall tales)
Craig Ingram
Unit 5 28 lowth St Rosslea Qld 4812
0407173321
craigingram@westnet.com.au

Invictus

By William Ernest Henley

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.
In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.
Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate,

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS
Future lis ng of these facili es should be available on the various VVAA State branch web sites
and these can be accessed through the web site www.vvaa.org.au
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND VIC 3925
WWW.VIETNAMVETSMUSEUM.ORG.AU
Membership enquiries welcomed

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.
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