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1

DEBRIEF

March 2018

NATIONAL PRESIDENTS REPORT
During February I a ended a mee ng of the Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance
Trust (AVCAT) as the V.V.A.A. delegate and can conﬁrm that recommenda ons for the
Long Tan bursaries have been forwarded to DVA for approval, I believe those successful
have been advised, I am also aware that a number were disappointed and will need to
look to other agencies for ﬁnancial support.
The Long Tan bursaries have been a legacy of our associa on and the applicants iden ﬁed as worthy are an example of the younger genera on of Vietnam Veteran families.
I have also had an opportunity to meet the new principle member of the Veterans Review Board, Ms Jane Anderson has taken the reins and has been invited to the May Naonal Congress to meet the V.V.A.A. execu ve and state presidents.
On 24 February I a ended the NSW Vietnamese Community TET Fes val in Sydney.
During March I will be a ending the following:


A DVA sponsored ESO Portal workshop to enhance this advocates tool on the DVA
website.



A mee ng of the Fires support Bases Coral and Balmoral 50th anniversary commemora on commi ee.



A DVA Sponsored legisla on review workshop.



A V.V.A.A. Execu ve mee ng in Canberra.



A mee ng of the DVA sponsored Ex-Service Organisa ons Round Table (ESORT).



The V.V.A.A. NSW Annual general mee ng.



An AVCAT Board mee ng



A mee ng of the Advocacy Training and Development Board Strategic Governance
Board.



A mee ng of the DVA Opera onal Working Party.

While this may seem intense it also indicates, to me, that the V.V.A.A. opinion is s ll valued, when I a end these mee ngs I am always mindful of the fact I represent our membership, any comment or opinion is based on feedback or comment I receive from our
membership, where that is not current I can rely on past policy direc ons given at the
Na onal Council mee ngs.
For such mee ngs as the ESORT there is always an open invita on to our members to
submit ques ons, through me, for the department to answer or respond at a later date,
This has worked well in the past, and in fact, was the basis of a recent change of format.
Con nued
DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The V.V.A.A. the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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Na onal Presidents report con nued
In addi on to that I am dealing with veterans as a Welfare and Compensa on Advocate
with reviews of en tlements, preparing claims and reviews/appeals, I have noted that
as our pool of volunteer advocates reduces I am receiving enquiries from a wider area,
many from interstate that con nue to require assistance in dealing with the DVA systems.
The V.V.A.A. is s ll seen by many as a gold star ex-service organisa on that not only
cares for it’s own but veterans of other conﬂicts. A reputa on we can all be proud of.
In May this year prior to the Na onal Council mee ng where will be a workshop to discuss and plan our future as an associa on, in the past there have been sugges ons we
open our membership to veterans of other conﬂicts and even to ex-service men and
women in general, this has always been rejected by the majority of states, the opinion
has been that our strength is in our iden ty.
While I fully support that concept I am also mindful of the fact it makes us an associaon with a “use by date” and as we reduce in membership and are no longer able to
provide all the services and support we have in the past we can s ll provide a resource
to the younger genera on of veterans to con nue the support they will need to provide for their cohort.
I believe we have set a standard and an example of what can be achieved, I will be far
more comfortable in moving to our next stage as an associa on if I know the membership have been fully involved at sub branch and branch levels in the decision making
process. Make your opinions known.
Ken Foster OAM JP
Na onal President

If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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It was brought to my a en on recently that this scroll is hanging
proudly on the walls of the NSW branch of the RSL.
A copy could hang proudly in the Na onal Vietnam Veterans Museum
at Phillip Island if NSW RSL were generous enough to make a copy, or
the original available?
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Opera onal Working Party (OWP)
This forum is intended to:
•enhance the ex-service community’s understanding of DVA’s service delivery performance through
informa on sharing and improved communica on between DVA and the ex-service community;
•be a forum for ex-service organisa ons to discuss concerns arising from the delivery of DVA services;
and
•iden fy and provide recommenda ons for improvements in opera onal policy to promote quality and
accountability in service delivery.
………………………………………….
The Opera onal Working Party (OWP) met in Canberra on 1 December 2017.
The Chair welcomed members to the second mee ng of the OWP. Members endorsed a revised Terms
of Reference.
Veteran Centric Reform (VCR) Showcase and MyService Update
Members par cipated in an interac ve presenta on showcasing the recent improvements to suppor ng broader transforma on, and the development of the DVA MyService web applica on and how
it is delivering real beneﬁts for veterans and their families.
Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP)
Members were provided with an update of the ATDP. Members discussed the future role of advocacy
and the process for current advocates to complete Recognised Prior Learning (RPL) under the ATDP.
Dental Prosthesis Claims and Processes
Members were provided with informa on regarding the process for claiming dental prostheses. There
has been a sharp increase in the demand for dental implants and DVA will undertake consulta on with
the industry to determine the most eﬀec ve manner in which to process these claims into the future.
Member Submissions
Submissions were received from the Australian Special Air Service Associa on, the Vietnam Veterans
Associa on of Australia and Vietnam Veterans’ Federa on of Australia on the following topics:
•Administra ve Appeal Tribunal hearings;
•ESO Portal;
•Veteran Employment;
•Delays in cases; and
•Departmental medical advisors.
The next mee ng of the OWP will be held in Canberra on Tuesday 27 March 2018
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY
The year 1968 began with a major oﬀensive by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army, launched during the Vietnamese lunar new year holiday period, known as "Tet".
Not only the ming but the scale of the oﬀensive came as a complete surprise, taking in
ci es, towns, and military installa ons throughout South Vietnam.
While the "Tet Oﬀensive" ul mately ended in military defeat for the communists, it was
propaganda victory.
US military planners began to ques on if a decisive victory could ever be achieved and
the oﬀensive s mulated US public opposi on to the war.
For Australian troops, the eﬀects of the oﬀensive were felt around their base at Nui Dat,
where a Viet Cong a ack on targets around Ba Ria, the provincial capital, was repulsed
with few casual es.

Ba Ria street scene pre TET 1968

Ba Ria theatre post TET oﬀensive

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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DELIVERING BETTER SERVICES FOR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES
VETERANS and their families are set to beneﬁt with Minister for Veterans’
Aﬀairs Michael McCormack introducing the Veterans’ Aﬀairs Legisla on
Amendment (Veteran-Centric Reforms No. 1) Bill 2018 (VCR Bill) to implement
several new ini a ves which will deliver be er services to veterans and their
families.
“This Bill will create a new veteran payment to assist ﬁnancially vulnerable veterans who have lodged a compensa on claim for a mental health condi on and
are unable to work while their claim is being determined,” Mr McCormack said.
“The determina on of Qualifying Service will also be automated, removing the requirement for a
veteran to make an applica on for the determina on. This is a key part of a broader improvement
strategy to ease the transi on process for veterans, pu ng veterans and their needs at the forefront.
“We will also invest an addi onal $7.1 million so we can deliver support services for veterans and
their families through increased access to childcare, home care and counselling.”
Mr McCormack said partners of veterans may be eligible for the veteran payment and veterans with
dependent children may be en tled to the maximum rates of Family Tax Beneﬁt Part A without being subject to the Family Tax Beneﬁt means test while they receive the veteran payment.
“Australian Defence Force members who served in Japan a er the cessa on of hos li es at the end
of World War II and before the forma on of the Bri sh Commonwealth Occupa on Force (BCOF) will
be en tled to receive a Gold Card,” Mr McCormack said.
“Veterans and their families are at the heart of communi es around Australia — they have supported us and this Government is commi ed to ensuring they receive and have access to support services they need.
“Family plays an essen al role in a veteran’s health and wellbeing and this Bill will ensure vital services such as income support and health care help veterans and their families transi oning into civilian life.”
Other measures in the Bill include a new pilot program to provide improved mental health support
to veterans in remote and regional areas of Australia.
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MAIL BOX
VVAA Maryborough & District Sub-Branch.
The following changes to our Execu ve Commi ee are the result of our AGM held 5th February,2018.
President Ben Holscher E-Mail: bholscher@bigpond.com Ph: (03) 54605033 Mob: 0410627965
Snr Vice President Lee Turton E-Mail: turts1@bigpond.com Ph: (03) 54611962 Mob:
0422825381
Jnr Vice President Jim Dewar E-mail: jimchrisd2@bigpond.com Ph: (03) 54604460 Mob:
0429025181
The posi ons of Secretary and Treasurer remained the same.
Regards,Ben Holscher,
President, VVAA Maryborough & District Sub-Branch.

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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Jim Bourke Memorial Dedica on
On Saturday, 7 April, 2018 a memorial to Lieutenant Colonel (Re red) Dr James Bourke, Member
of the Order of Australia, Medal for Gallantry, Doctor of Philosophy (Victoria University) will be
unveiled in a ceremony to be held at Anzac Park, Ayr.
Jim Bourke was born in Ayr on 15 November 1943. He lived in Home Hill during his primary
school years and resided in Ayr during some of his secondary school years. Upon leaving school
he entered Oﬃcer Cadet School (OCS) Portsea in 1963 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in 1964. In 1965 we served with 1 RAR as a platoon commander in South Vietnam. On that
tour he received a severe facial wound.
Promoted to a captain, he returned to South Vietnam in June 1968 to serve with AATTV. Jim
Bourke rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel before being discharged from full me military service in 1986.
He is remembered for his founding and leading Opera on Aussies Home, a privately funded team
that found and retrieved the bodies of six servicemen who were le behind in Vietnam where
they fell.
For his bravery in Vietnam he was awarded the Medal for Gallantry in 1998 and was made a
Member of the Order of Australia in 2007 for his service to the na on. In his later years Jim
turned his a en on to wri ng a post graduate university thesis and was awarded a doctorate degree shortly before his death in 2015.
The Unveiling Oﬃcer is scheduled to be Major General Mark Kelly (Ret’d) AO. DSC Repatria on
Commissioner. Colonel Commandant Royal Australian Regiment.
Other scheduled speakers include Brigadier George Mansford AM AATTV, Peter Ayle OAH
AATTV, and Bob Kennedy 1RAR Vietnam First Tour as well as a Bourke family representa ve.

ANZAC Park Memorial area. Ayr Qld.
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MAIL BOX
I am an Australian Vietnam Veteran living in the USA.
I would appreciate receiving copies of "DEBRIEF".
For information My wife and I sponsored a visit to the Vietnam memorial here in Salt Lake
City in 2016 to coincide with Australian Vietnam veteran's day and our units deployment to
SVN in 1966. many US and free Vietnam veterans and families also attended our memorial
service. Photos attached.
Thank you and regards
Ex 48581 Peter Radford
17 Construction Squadron 1961-1967
PNG 1963-64
SVN 1966

11

DEBRIEF

March 2018

12

DEBRIEF

March 2018

Vetride continued.
Wherever we rode the flying poppies were noticed and many in the group were repeatedly
asked about its meaning and that of the word Passchendaele inscribed below – fancy that !

Each day presented a new personal challenge, in terms of both the terrain and the weather;
however the completion of a days ride brought about a renewed sense of achievement and
the joy of sharing the experience over a glass or two at the local RSL.
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Vetride continued.
After a week of riding and a bit over 400k we were told of the upcoming storm ……….

We had made it as far as Maffra, but with the police escort recalled to Melbourne and 1500 kids
in the ride, the event had to be cancelled.

As one of our number quipped, it was a dramatic finish to a great (vic) event.
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND VIC 3925
WWW.VIETNAMVETSMUSEUM.ORG.AU

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.
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REUNIONS
REUNION ‐ SAPPER ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND
Holdfast 2018 Bundaberg 4 to 7 May 2018
All ex RAE members welcome
Secretary John Jesser
07 3356 9297 email: johnjesser@iinet.net.au

50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS.
BATTLES OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES CORAL AND BALMORAL
ANZAC PARADE CANBERRA 13 MAY 2018
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE WISHING TO ATTEND THE COMMEMORATIONS
AND GOVERNMENT RECEPTION ARE INVITED TO REGISTER THEIR INTEREST
WITH THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT
EMAIL; PRESIDENT@VVAA.ORG.AU

“MY DOG NUI DAT”

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS

Wri en by Peter Simpson

Future lis ng of these facili es should be
available on the various VVAA State branch
web sites and these can be accessed through
the web site www.vvaa.org.au

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album
BACK TO THE BUSH
To order contact Peter Izod
0418 245 058
Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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