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HONOUR THE DEAD, But Fight like Hell for the Living
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NATIONAL PRESIDENTS REPORT
Early December I was asked to be available to a end a presenta on at
the Australian War Memorial that related to the Vietnam war, no details just be available.
On 6 December I a ended as requested at 0700 hours and was surprised to see the Long Tan Cross on display in the Reg Saunders gallery
of the memorial with the original plaque in place.
The Prime Minister and Minister for Veterans Aﬀairs then announced
that, in fact , the Long Tan Cross had been gi ed to the Australian Government by the
Vietnamese Government.
The Long Tan Cross will be moved to the Vietnam War gallery in 2018 where it will be
part of a permanent display.
I have asked the Minister for Veterans Aﬀairs to consider a proposal by the V.V.A.A. to install a replica of the Long Tan Cross on the right hand side area of the Vietnam War Memorial. More to follow on this in future months.
In fact early December was busy with a ending a number of mee ngs in Canberra including The Opera onal Working Party , Advocacy Training and Development Program,
and then, in Sydney, a two day pilot program for recogni on of prior learning for level
three (VRB) compensa on advocates, back to Canberra for a Younger Veterans Forum
and ﬁnally a mee ng of the 50th anniversary of the Ba les of Coral and Balmoral commemora on planning commi ee.
During December we said farewell to the Honourable Dan Tehan MP as Minister for Veterans Aﬀairs, I always found Minister Tehan to be approachable and reasonable within
the limita ons put on him by legisla on and poli cal reality, he achieved results that
should make the work of the Department of Veterans Aﬀairs more produc ve in the future, I wish him well and welcome the new Minister the Honourable Michael McCormack MP whose biography appears later in this edi on, I will be asking to meet with the
new minister and his staﬀ early in 2018.
I would encourage members to look at the administra on of our associa on and make a
commitment to assist. Nomina ons for posi ons at branch and sub branch levels commence early in the year with nomina ons for the Na onal Execu ve a li le later, to keep
up our good works we need ac ve execu ves at all levels.
May I thank all those that contributed during 2017 for their eﬀorts and wish everyone a
happy, healthy and successful new year in 2018.
Ken Foster
Na onal President
DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The V.V.A.A. the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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Hon Michael McCormack MP
Federal Member for Riverina
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Deputy Leader of the House
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
Biography
Parliamentary service
 Elected to the House of Representa ves for Riverina, New South Wales, 2010, 2013 and 2016.
Ministerial appointments
 Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Finance from 18.9.13 to 21.9.15.
 Assistant Minister to the Deputy Prime Minister from 21.9.15 to 18.2.16.
 Assistant Minister for Defence from 18.2.16 to 19.7.16.
 Minister for Small Business from 19.7.16 to 20.12.17.
 Minister for Veterans' Aﬀairs from 20.12.17.
 Minister for Defence Personnel from 20.12.17.
 Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC from 20.12.17.
Commi ee service
 House of Representa ves Standing: House from 25.10.10 to 5.8.13; Regional Australia from
25.10.10 to 5.8.13.
Parliamentary party posi ons
 Deputy Leader of the House from 20.12.17.
Personal
 Born 2.8.1964, Wagga Wagga, NSW.
 Married.
Qualiﬁca ons and occupa on before entering Federal Parliament
Journalist and reporter, The Daily Adver ser, Wagga Wagga 1981-88; Sub-editor 1988-91; Ac ng Editor 1991-92; Editor 1992-2002.
 Group Editor, Riverina Media Group 1996-2002.
 Publisher, MSS Media Services and Solu ons 2002-10.

If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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Veterans’ Review Board appointment
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan has announced a new appointment to the Veterans’ Review Board (VRB).
Ms Jane Elizabeth Anderson has been appointed as Principal Member to the VRB for a
period of ﬁve years from 31 January 2018.
“Ms Anderson has served as a part me member of the VRB since 2015 and brings 17
years post admission and administra ve law and prac ce experience to the role of Principal Member,” said Mr Tehan.
“I congratulate Ms Anderson on her appointment.”
The VRB is a tribunal created by the Australian Parliament to review decisions about Repatria on pensions (other than Service Pensions) and a endant allowance.
It is independent of the Repatria on Commission and the Department of Veterans'
Aﬀairs.
Mr Tehan also thanked outgoing Principal Member Mr Doug Humphreys OAM for the
excep onal leadership he has provided since his appointment in March 2010

A bird si ng in a tree is never afraid of the branch breaking
because it does not rely on the branch but on its wings.
Always believe in yourself.

WEAPON TRAINING—LESSON ONE– PISTOLS
28 February 2000, (Texas) A Houston man earned a succinct lesson in gun safety
when he played Russian roule e with a .45-caliber semiautoma c pistol.
Rashaad, nineteen, was visi ng friends when he announced his inten on to play the
deadly game. He apparently did not realize that a semiautoma c pistol, unlike a revolver, automa cally inserts a cartridge into the ﬁring chamber when the gun is
cocked.
His chance of winning a round of Russian roule e was zero, as he quickly discovered.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS GRANTS
From early 2018, the Department of Veterans Aﬀairs (DVA) will be transi oning to a new, more eﬀecve online grants administra on system through the Australian Government’s Community Grants Hub
(the Hub) at www.communitygrants.gov.au.
The DVA grant programs that will open for applica ons on the Hub, from February 2018, will be the:
Veteran and Community Grants;
Salu ng Their Service Major Commemora ve Grants;
Salu ng Their Service Community Commemora ve Grants;
Building Excellence in Support and Training grants;
Grants in Aid; and
Suppor ng Younger Veterans grants.

The Hub website will contain all the informa on you need to lodge an online grant applica on. The
Hub’s self-service capability and intui ve online services mean that you will experience a consistent,
streamlined, eﬀec ve and simple process when applying for a grant.
The Hub will also allow you to monitor the progress of your applica on and provide you with con nued
assistance and support. The Hub will administer most DVA grants and provide you with informa on
about all Government grants in one loca on.
It is important that you and other people from your organisa on, who have an interest in grants, subscribe for alerts from the Hub at www.communitygrants.gov.au so you can be informed of when DVA
grants, as well as other community grants, open. The Hub can provide you with informa on on how to
do this or to register for informa on updates, just simply email support@communitygrants.gov.au or
call 1800 020 283.
If you or any members of your organisa on require digital training, free training can be accessed
through the Department of Social Services ini a ve Be Connected – improving digital literacy for older
Australians which provides training in both city and regional areas, Australia wide. Please visit: h ps://
beconnected.esafety.gov.au/. Please phone the Be Connected helpline on 1300 795 897 for more informa on.
DVA will also provide further updates in the near future.
Amber Vardos
Ac ng Assistant Secretary
Grants and Advocacy Policy Branch
Rehabilita on and Support Division
Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs

Con nued

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
5

DEBRIEF

January 2018

DVA GRANTS Con nued

Frequently Asked Ques ons
Why is DVA using the Hub to manage its grants?
The Hub will reduce duplica on of eﬀort and resources in common areas of services across Government, such as grants. It will also open up new func onality to grant applicants, including the ability
to track the progress of their grant applica ons.
Is this part of a bigger move to merge DVA with another government department?
No. The Australian Government is commi ed to a stand-alone DVA. This has been an elec on commitment by the Coali on over successive elec ons and remains Government policy.
How do I get help comple ng my applica on on the Hub?
Community Grants Hub is a collabora on between mul ple government agencies and DVA has staﬀ
working at the Hub to support its programs. You can contact the Hub to get support in lodging your
applica on by contac ng support@communitygrants.gov.au or calling 1800 020 283.
I’m not familiar with using technology, what do I do?
If you or members of your organisa on require digital training, support can be accessed through the Department of
Social Services’ ini a ve Be Connected – improving digital literacy for older Australians which provides training in both
city and regional areas, Australia wide. Please visit: h ps://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/. Please phone the Be Con-

nected helpline on 1300 795 897 for more informa on.
Who will be approving DVA grants?
The Minister of Veterans’ Aﬀairs will con nue to approve grants for DVA.
How does this beneﬁt ESOs?
The beneﬁt to ESOs is in reducing red tape and having consistency in applying for grants. Some of
the key beneﬁts are:
informa on about all Government grants in one loca on;
reduced red tape, with simpler, more intui ve online services;
organisa ons only have to provide their informa on once; and
an ability to track the status of their applica ons from start-to-ﬁnish.
Will DVA s ll be involved in grants processing?
Yes, DVA has contributed staﬀ to work at the Hub. DVA will con nue to retain responsibility for: policy of its grants programs, ensuring the work of the Hub meets DVA’s quality standards and for
brieﬁng the Minister on recommended grants.

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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Long Tan Cross
An important piece of Australia’s military history will find a new home after the
Vietnamese Government gifted the original Long Tan Cross to Australia.
Australia’s Ambassador to Vietnam Craig Chittick received the Long Tan Cross
from the Dong Nai Province People’s Committee at a small ceremony at the
Dong Nai Museum in Biên Hòa last month. An Australian Defence Force member then travelled with the cross on its journey to Australia.
The Australian Government thanks the Government of Vietnam for its generous
gift.
The Long Tan Cross was erected by Australian soldiers as a memorial to their
fellow diggers who fought and died at the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August 1966,
Australia’s most costly single engagement in the Vietnam War.
It was removed from the Long Tan battle site some time after the end of the Vietnam War in 1975.
It was reportedly used as a memorial for a Vietnamese Catholic priest until the
1980s when it was restored and eventually placed on display by the Dong Nai
Province Museum in Biên Hòa in the late 1990s.
Approximately 60,000 Australian men and women served in the Vietnam War
between 1962 and 1975, including 521 who lost their lives and more than 3,000
who were wounded.
For many Australians, the Long Tan Cross has come to symbolise our involvement in the Vietnam War. It is a powerful memorial to the service and suffering
of Australian soldiers.
Thanks to the generosity of the Vietnamese Government, the Cross will now remain in Australia for perpetuity where it will be honoured, as we honour the men
and women who served in the Vietnam War.
The Long Tan Cross will go on display at its new permanent home at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra from 6 December.
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY

The Tet Oﬀensive 1968
The Tet Oﬀensive, launched in early 1968 by the Viet Cong, marked a signiﬁcant escalaon in the scale and the intensity of the Vietnam War. Although it was defeated in a
strict military sense, the Tet Oﬀensive shook the resolve of the Americans and their allies
in Vietnam, and fuelled an -war sen ment in America and the rest of the world.
In 1967 fac ons within the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese leadership began to call for
a change of direc on in the war’s conduct. General Vo Nguyen Giap, who had formerly
advocated waging a largely guerrilla war, came to believe a “quick victory” might now be
possible. Planning therefore began for a major oﬀensive in South Vietnam that would
provoke a “general uprising.” Against the corrupt and unpopular South Vietnamese Government. Abandoning conven onal military wisdom, Viet Cong forces were not heavily
concentrated for the oﬀensive. The aim, instead, was to mount as many diﬀerent a acks
in as many loca ons as possible. And in a departure from tradi onal guerrilla tac cs, the
main targets were in popula on centres rather than the countryside.
The Viet Cong a acked towns and ci es across South Vietnam during the Tet Oﬀensive destryed buildings, fencing and vegeta on
The oﬀensive, during which more than 100 towns and ci es were a acked, began during
the early hours of 31 January 1968. The ﬁrst assaults achieved almost complete surprise,
not least because they occurred over the Chinese New Year or Tet holiday period, which,
according to recent tradi on, was a me of truce. In many places the Viet Cong were
astonishingly successful; in the former capital, Hue, they took control of a large part of
the city. The most spectacular Viet Cong successes were, however, in the South Vietnamese capital Saigon, where a number of government buildings were a acked. An elite Viet
Cong squad even managed to ﬁght its way into the grounds of the American embassy.
Although most of the a acks were quickly defeated, in Hue and at the American provincial base at Khe Sahn Tet signalled the beginning of protracted ba les. Yet there was no
“general uprising” in South Vietnam. The “quick victory” had turned into a disastrous defeat and recrimina ons within the communist leadership soon followed. With the Viet
Cong decimated, General Giap lost much of his authority, ul mately being retained
merely in the ﬁgurehead role of Minister of Defence. Only much later would the Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese realise what they had actually achieved.
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TET OFFENSIVE 1968 Con nued
The Tet Oﬀensive shocked the Americans and their allies, especially because it occurred at a me when they thought they were winning the war. Graphic footage of
ﬁgh ng in Saigon and Hue was broadcast into American households and around
the world. The bi erness and despera on conveyed in these images deeply aﬀected many people – even those who had un l then broadly supported American involvement in Vietnam. The ini al Viet Cong successes, the ferocity of the ﬁgh ng,
and heavy American and South Vietnamese casual es ul mately le a far greater
impression on worldwide public opinion than the oﬀensive’s ﬁnal defeat.
A er the Tet Oﬀensive American poli cians and military leaders doubted whether
a military victory would be possible, and began to think of other ways of ending the
conﬂict. In this sense Tet marks the turning point in the Vietnam War. But perhaps
the oﬀensive’s most enduring signiﬁcance lay in how widely it revealed the horrors
of the Vietnam War, and indeed war in general.

Australian soldiers of the 7th Ba alion, the Royal Australian Regiment, wear American helmets
and ﬂak jackets as they stand guard outside the
Hotel Canberra in Saigon during the Tet Oﬀensive. The building was for ﬁed and guarded because the Viet Cong speciﬁcally targeted urban
establishments used by the Americans and their
allies. [AWM P01539.001]

The view from the Free World building in
Saigon. Columns of smoke mark the scene of
ﬁgh ng at the height of the Tet Oﬀensive.
[AWM P04900.008]

Areas of Phuoc Tuy, like much of South Vietnam, were
subject to a ack by Communist forces during Tet. D
Company, 3rd Ba alion, Royal Australian Regiment, had
to ﬁght to force the Viet Cong from the town of Long
Dien. A few weeks a er the ba le parts of the town
bore clear signs of the recent ﬁgh ng. [AWM
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND VIC 3925
WWW.VIETNAMVETSMUSEUM.ORG.AU

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.
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V.V.A.A. VICTORIA—VETRIDE
VetRide is a service and veteran connected cycling organisation, that was established in 2011,
with the support of the Victorian Branch of the Vietnam Veterans Association.
The riders and the many volunteers needed to support cycling, are mostly Vietnam veterans,
however from the outset the organisation has actively encouraged current serving and younger
veterans to join in. Some ride with their partners, others with their children and there are those
who ride because it is a way to show their support for service personnel and veterans in general.
In 2017 the decision was made to participate in the RACV sponsored Great Victorian Bike ride.
This was the first time VetRide had entered a group of riders in an event run by another organisation and one that goes well beyond the service and ex-service world. The event is managed by
Bicycle Network Victoria and amongst the 3100 riders the VetRide team of 30 set out from
Tidal river on the 9 day, 500k plus ride through East Gippsland.
The theme chosen for this event was World War 1 and the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele. Whilst the events of 1917 are beyond living memory for anyone much younger than 90,
they still have significance, one hundred years after the horrors of that time brought about the
loss and shattering of so many lives

The VetRide GVBR 2017 Event Jersey featured the Flanders Fields Remembrance Day Poppy –
‘flowering in the spring of 1915 on the battlefields of Belgium, France and Gallipoli this vivid red
flower has become synonymous with great loss of life in war’.
Con nued
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VETRIDE Continues
In another first for the organisation cyclists from other like-minded groups, including Soldier
On, Ride2Recovery and RSL Active were invited to send riders and a number of current serving
veterans were able to join our ranks.

Apart from sharing the road, the after-hours time spent together by the riders was a great opportunity to share information about the many issues facing current serving personnel, as well as
what it is like to be a veteran, 50 years down the track.
Some great discussion was had over the odd glass of wine or beer and it was great to see the active
contribution of those with such a wide range of experiences. The future objective for the service /
veteran movement was the most significant subject matter and opinions were frankly put by
many of those present, whether younger or older.
Given having fun (through cycling) is about the development of creativity, imagination, problem
solving abilities, intellectual achievement and emotional well-being, the phrase ‘bikes not psychs’
became a catch phrase; such recognition being at the core of what VetRide is really about.
Cycling is often used as a clever metaphor for the cycle of life and the most well-known is probably that of Albert Einstein; “Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep
moving.” ……. and so it is for veterans. Ride with us at www.Vetride.org/
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REUNIONS
REUNION ‐ SAPPER ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND
Holdfast 2018 Bundaberg 4 to 7 May 2018
All ex RAE members welcome
Secretary John Jesser
07 3356 9297 email: johnjesser@iinet.net.au

50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS.
BATTLES OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES CORAL AND BALMORAL
ANZAC PARADE CANBERRA 13 MAY 2018
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE WISHING TO ATTEND THE COMMEMORATIONS
AND GOVERNMENT RECEPTION ARE INVITED TO REGISTER THEIR INTEREST
WITH THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT
EMAIL; PRESIDENT@VVAA.ORG.AU

“MY DOG NUI DAT”

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS

Wri en by Peter Simpson

Future lis ng of these facili es should be
available on the various VVAA State branch
web sites and these can be accessed through
the web site www.vvaa.org.au

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album
BACK TO THE BUSH
To order contact Peter Izod
0418 245 058
Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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CAMP GREGORY VETERANS RETREAT INC
WOODGATE QLD
“Without goodwill you have nothing more to achieve in life”
campgregoryveterans@gmail.com
www.campgregoryveterans.com

15

