DEBRIEF

October 2017

DEBRIEF
Patron: RADM Neil Ralph AO DSC RAN (RTD)
Edited and Published By
Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia Inc.
Email to: debrief@vvaa.org.au
P.O. BOX 97 Minto NSW 2566
ABN: 19 068 073 450
ISSN 2206‐7337

HONOUR THE DEAD, But Fight like Hell for the Living
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PRESIDENTS REPORT.
During September I have been involved with the Advocacy Training and Development Program to keep my own knowledge up to date, attending train the trainer sessions and assessing others through the Recognition of Prior Learning process.
My activities as a welfare and compensation advocate continue to give me the opportunity
to work at the grass roots of our organisation helping veterans identify , and obtain, their
entitlements either with initial claims or reviews of DVA decisions.
I have also had the privilege to attend commemorative functions with the Vietnamese veterans community in NSW.
A meeting in Canberra called by DVA commemorative branch commenced work on the
Commemorations of the 50th anniversary of the Battles of Fire Support Bases Coral and
Balmoral and this will lead to further meetings over the next months to ensure this anniversary is acknowledged in the manner it should be.
There will be more information available over the next months regarding the 50th anniversary commemoration of Fire Support bases Coral and Balmoral, for those that were involved, or interested, at this stage keep the 13 May 2018 free for Canberra and the following
week in Townsville.
Refresher training under the Men's Health Peer Education program completed an ongoing
commitment that always adds to my knowledge and ability to assist our veteran community.
Mid October the V.V.A.A. National Council will be meeting in Canberra, any points of concern should be passed to your sub branch and branch executive for consideration and to be
added to the discussion papers, results and decisions made should be available to members
by mid November, if not sooner.

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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COVER PICTURE.This dedica on took place in April 2005
Vietnam War Memorial of Victoria
Photographs supplied by Graeme Saunders / Sandra Brown
The Vietnam War Memorial of Victoria commemorates all nations who fought against the
North Vietnamese during the Vietnam War. Next to the Memorial is a "Dust-off" UH-1V
helicopter donated to the R.S.L by the United States to commemorate the AustralianAmerican alliance during the Vietnam War. The Iroquois served with the United States
forces as 73-21763.
Australia's military involvement in the Vietnam War was the longest in duration of any war
in Australia's history before the conflict in Afghanistan.
The arrival of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV) in South Vietnam
during July and August 1962 was the beginning of Australia's involvement in the Vietnam
War.
Australia's participation in the war was formally declared at an end when the GovernorGeneral issued a proclamation on 11 January 1973.
The end-date of Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War has officially been amended to
29 April 1975 to reflect Australia’s further involvement in the war during the fall of Saigon
in 1975. The Department of Veterans Affairs and the Australian War Memorial, in Canberra now recognise this new date.
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/vietnam/display/30962-vietnam-warmemorial-of-victoria
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY

16 October 1967 RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam (RANHFV '67) joins the US Army's 135th Aviaon Company at Vung Tau, suppor ng American troops in South Vietnam.
18 October 1967 HMAS Perth struck by return ﬁre near Cape Lai, Vietnam, while on the United States 7th Fleet 'gunline'. This was the only occasion on which an Australian warship
suﬀered casual es from enemy ﬁre during the Vietnam War.
13 October 1969 HMAS Brisbane returns to Sydney this was the end of the Brisbane's ﬁrst deployment to Vietnam. A turret from HMAS Brisbane is on display outside the Memorial.
6 October 1971 HMAS Sydney at Vung Tau The carrier embarked the 3rd Ba alion, Royal Australian Regiment, as Australia's par cipa on in the Vietnam War wound down.
3 October 1992 The Vietnam Veterans' Na onal Memorial, Anzac Parade, Canberra, was
opened by the Prime Minister, the Hon. Paul Kea ng, MP, and honours those Australians who
served and died in the war in Vietnam.
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New compensa on Act for Veterans
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan said veterans would beneﬁt a er Parliament recently passed measures to simplify veterans’ legisla on.
Parliament yesterday passed the Safety, Rehabilita on and Compensa on (Defence‐
related Claims) Act 1988 (DRCA), which will replace for Australian Defence Force
(ADF) members the Safety, Rehabilita on and Compensa on Act 1988 (SRCA). There
will be no change to eligibility or the coverage of en tlements or beneﬁts available
to current and former members of the ADF.
The purpose of this change was to move all military compensa on legisla on under
the Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs. Mr Tehan said the legisla on gave the Minister for
Veterans’ Aﬀairs policy responsibility for all veterans’ compensa on legisla on.
“This new legisla on will allow for more consistent for veterans’ en tlements subject to consulta on with the defence and ex-service community. This will allow the
Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs to improve the services it oﬀers,” Mr Tehan said.
DRCA will commence 28 days a er Royal Assent when all veterans and ADF members with exis ng claims under the SRCA will automa cally become claims under
the DRCA.
Mr Tehan assured the Parliament that there would be no change to coverage in this
move but that the Government had put in place a safety net for any unforeseen situa ons.
Any new claims for injuries and illnesses due to service prior to 1 July 2004 which
are lodged on or a er the commencement date will now also be DRCA claims.
Further informa on on the DRCA, and on making a claim for rehabilita on and/or
compensa on due to a service related injury or illness under any of the military
compensa on Acts, can be found at www.dva.gov.au.

There is nothing more sa sfying that having someone take a shot at you,
and miss.
A Murphy's Military Law
Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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Introducing True North ‐ the new Highways to a War

Audacious in scope, Roger Rooney’s True North is a powerful story set in the early years of the Vietnam War. Reminiscent
of 'A Town Like Alice', the Peter Finch/Bryan Brown character is an Australian adviser, Jack Burns; the Virginia McKenna/
Helen Morse character is Tran, a beau ful Vietnamese girl soldier with the North Vietnamese Army.
True North is a ‘rip snor ng page turner’ that explains the geo-poli cal, economic and social aspect of the war, providing
insights to the antecedents of America and Australia’s eventual failure and asks the ques on – can enemies ﬁnd true love
during war me?
Praise for True North
“A me culously researched book. Roger Rooney has done an excellent job telling what went on up there at that me, on
both sides of the war. He provides deep insights into the war's poli cal and military context and Vietnamese life. I ﬁnished reading the book wondering if he was actually there…” - Fergus Thomson RFD BA MA FASAE, Legal Staﬀ Oﬃcer, Australian Army Task Force, Nui Dat, Viet Nam1967-68.
Story Arc
The novel opens in Saigon, August 1962, with Australian Army Lieutenant Jack Burns about to start his epic quest and undergo the ul mate test of his convic on. His adventure takes him to the Mekong Delta, the hotspot of the Vietnam War,
as part of The Team – the Australian Advisory and Training Team – giving him a chance to test himself in the crucible of
combat. The young Australian junior oﬃcer is teamed up with a US Army Lt. Colonel, John Paul Vann, a gung-ho Korean
War veteran who mentors him and takes him under his wing.
As Jack is learning his cra in the Delta, Tran, a teenage soldier girl with the North Vietnamese Army, is making her way
down the Ho Chi Minh Trail and deployed into the Delta to a ack the Diem Government’s Strategic Hamlets. A rising star
amongst the NVA ba alion, Tran is privy to the commander’s innermost dealings and witness to atroci es.
On leave in Saigon, Jack meets two journalists who introduce him to a Buddhist Monk with a dangerous idea, and shown a
new way of viewing his own life. For the ﬁrst me Jack ques ons his life, only to refuse the call and volunteer to ﬁght in
the adviser war’s deﬁning Ba le of Ap Bac.
Shelled, napalmed and bombed by his own side, under ﬁre from the NVA and pinned down in a rice paddy, Jack is shown
by his mentor that you must cross the line and risk it all to survive and succeed.
Unques oning and zealous, Jack chases and wants victory, and recogni on. Beyond exhaus on, he persists and mounts a
night a ack against the ﬂeeing NVA, and wins his ﬁrst ba le and captures Tran, only to then be injured by an improvised
explosive device.
Blinded by the explosion, he awakes in hospital, and discovers his deepest fear – to be alone. Angry and isolated he enters
a twilight of understanding and special new world.
Smacked down by fate and thrown into his innermost cave through his trauma, he is discharged in-country and cast down
into himself and his own dark world of opium addic on where he avoids confron ng his demons, un l he meet Tran again
on the day of the CIA inspired 1963 coup d'état against President Diem Government of South Vietnam.
Jack comes out the other side, endures, triumphant to take possession of his reward and elixir – his lover, Tran – the soldier girl who he captured at Ap Bac, who survived torture and re-educa on and who now saves Jack from oblivion and
shows him the truth about his life and love.
The lovers are swept up by events and caught in the fallout from the Kennedy Assassina on, and the CIA’s unfe ered
hand in most dangerous place in the world; South Vietnam.
The pair have discovered the truth about the Vietnam War and its folly, of human rights abuses, death squads and of
ARVN double agents. Jack and Tran are targeted by local hit men who they must defeat, if they are to make it out of Saigon.
Combat veterans and lovers, Jack and Tran are going to ﬁght for each other, change the game and how it’s played.
Tagline ‐ Set against the backdrop of real ba les and characters, True North is the Vietnam War story that shows what we
ﬁght for and why we ﬁght.
Kind regards,
Roger Rooney
BA (Hons) Interna onal Rela ons and Strategic Studies
Mob – 0459 114 965
rogerdotrooney@gmail.com
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If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND VIC 3925
WWW.VIETNAMVETSMUSEUM.ORG.AU

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.
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REUNIONS
REUNION– 30 TERMINAL SQN RAE.
I am trying to organise a reunion for current and ex members of 30 terminal Sqn (Termites)
We are having a reunion in Sydney on the 17-19 Nov 2017 and this is also the 75th anniversary of the
trade
And we would like to ﬁnd any of the boys and pass on this invite
My details are below
Any help will be much appreciated
Craig Ingram 0407173321 craigingram@westnet.com.au

REUNION ‐ SAPPER ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND
Holdfast 2018 Bundaberg 4 to 7 May 2018
All ex RAE members welcome
Secretary John Jesser
07 3356 9297 email: johnjesser@iinet.net.au

“MY DOG NUI DAT”

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS

Wri en by Peter Simpson

Future lis ng of these facili es should be
available on the various VVAA State branch
web sites and these can be accessed through
the web site www.vvaa.org.au

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album
BACK TO THE BUSH
To order contact Peter Izod
0418 245 058
Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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Launching $6 million research centre to support veterans
with PTSD
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan said a new Government-funded research centre into Post Trauma c Stress Disorder would improve the lives of veterans and their
families.
Mr Tehan recently launched the $6 million Centenary of Anzac Centre at the Shrine of
Remembrance in Melbourne to be operated by Phoenix Australia – Centre for Pos rauma c Mental Health.
Mr Tehan said the new centre delivered a 2016 elec on commitment and represented
one of the most signiﬁcant investments into the research of military-related PTSD in
Australia.
“More than 30,000 Australian veterans have an accepted service-related disability for
PTSD,” Mr Tehan said.
“The Department of Defence and the Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs spend more than
$244 million a year providing mental health support and treatment to current and former ADF members. In last year’s budget, the Government made the treatment of PTSD
free for anyone who has served one day in the full- me ADF and this has led to encouraging results.
“More veterans are seeking help for their PTSD – and ge ng that help. The Government’s investment in the Centenary of Anzac Centre will lead to improved treatment of
mental health condi ons, including PTSD.
“The Anzac Centre will undertake pioneering research and provide expert advice to
prac oners na onwide who are suppor ng veterans with PTSD.”
Director of Phoenix Australia Professor David Forbes said: “The Centenary of Anzac Centre provides a unique opportunity to establish a strong na onal collabora on of researchers, clinicians, ex-service organisa ons and all agencies caring for veterans, to
work together to ﬁnd new solu ons and improve care.”

VICTORIAN BIKERIDERS
WITH TONY ABBOT
2017
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
VIETNAM WAR HISTORY
CLEARANCE DIVERS
Australian naval clearance divers had been opera ng under various tles since the Second World War.
The Clearance Diving Branch of the navy was formally established in 1951. In 1966 during a tour of
South-East Asia, a team of Australian clearance divers spent a week on an unscheduled opera onal
a achment to a United States Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal team based near Saigon. Brief and
unoﬃcial though their sojourn was, they became the ﬁrst Australian clearance divers to serve in Vietnam.
The task that faced the eight Australian Naval Clearance Diving teams in Vietnam was complex and dangerous. The country’s long coast and many rivers, and the large Mekong Delta near Saigon gave the
North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong many opportuni es to a ack and disrupt shipping with mines and
underwater obstacles, o en planted by sappers known as swimmers. The a empts to combat these
threats to shipping were collec vely labelled ‘Stable Door’ opera ons and these were the primary task
of the Australian clearance divers.
Large merchant ships, o en carrying military supplies, were a par cularly valuable target as were military vessels, especially those that operated in Vietnam’s rivers. The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
used a range of mine types against shipping including moored and ﬂoa ng mines as well as those
placed on the bo om of a watercourse. In the north of the country Soviet-manufactured limpet mines
were employed. The mines were also transported and placed in a variety of ways. In some instances
they were tethered beneath a sampan by cables that could be cut if the vessel was approached. The
most common method, however, was to have the mines placed by swimmers who had been trained in
North Vietnam and who then came south to carry out an -shipping opera ons.
In addi on to comba ng a acks on shipping, Australian Naval Clearance Divers were engaged in disposing of ordnance that had become unsafe, and in salvage opera ons. These included diving around
downed aircra to remove classiﬁed material and render any explosive material safe. A er mid-1968
the Australians were also involved in opera ons with the South Vietnamese armed forces during which
they cleared barriers along the approaches to suspected enemy posi ons.
All eight clearance diving con ngents performed diﬃcult, dangerous tasks, o en in very unpleasant
condi ons. The waters in which they generally operated carried swi currents, were murky – reducing
visibility considerably – and choppy. The materials with which the divers worked were unstable and, if
handled incorrectly, lethal. Their work did not have the same proﬁle as that carried out by Australian
naval vessels or aviators, but it was vital to the safety of shipping, both military and civilian, in South
Vietnam.
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ARMY UNITS
VIETNAM WAR HISTORY
8th Ba alion Royal Australian Regiment
History
8 RAR was formed at Enoggera Barracks in Brisbane on 14 July 1966 as part of the
expansion of the Army during Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War. On 8 August 1966 it had a strength of 370 men, including 150 experienced soldiers who had
been posted across from 1 RAR. The battalion was expanded the next month with
both regular soldiers and conscripts.
In January 1967 it was warned that it would relieve 4 RAR in Malaysia, and this movement gradually took place from 24 August to 6 November.
8 RAR returned to Enoggera in April 1969 and began intensive training ahead of being
deployed to Vietnam. The ba alion arrived in South Vietnam on 17 November 1969 and
replaced 9 RAR six days later. Like the other Australian Army units in Vietnam, the
ba alion formed part of the 1st Australian Task Force and was based in Phuoc Tuy Province.
In early 1970 8 RAR took part in Opera on Hammersley, a reconnaissance opera on in
the Long Hải area. This opera on began on 10 February and on 18 February it captured
a large bunker complex a er the Vietnamese Communist defenders withdrew following
air raids. The opera on con nued un l 9 March, with the ba alion carrying out patrols
and conduc ng ambushes in order to engage Communist troops. These opera ons were
successful, and 8 RAR was awarded the South Vietnamese Government's Meritorious
Unit Commenda on, including Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Cita on for its role in
the opera on..
8 RAR's main task in Vietnam was par cipa ng in and suppor ng paciﬁca on operaons in Phuoc Tuy. This involved patrolling the province in order to engage Communist
units and prevent them from making contact with the civilian popula on. From 12 June
1970 these opera ons were designated Opera on Cung Chung and were intensiﬁed. 8
RAR's tour of Vietnam ended in October 1970, by which me it had lost 18 men killed in
ac on and suﬀered 108 wounded. As part of the reduc on of the Australian force in Vietnam 8 RAR was not replaced by another ba alion when it returned to Enoggera.
Members of 8 RAR received the following decora ons during its deployment to Vietnam: one Dis nguished Service Order, three Military Crosses, two Military Medals and
13 Men ons in Despatches.
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Assistance dogs for veterans with PTSD
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan has announced the Government is working on a trial to evaluate the mental health beneﬁts of assistance dogs for veterans with Post Trauma c Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Mr Tehan said the trial would enable the collec on of evidence to inform future
policy considera ons to help the Government con nue mee ng the mental health
needs of veterans.
“Anyone who has had a dog knows they can be loyal friends and many veterans
have told me that having a dog has been incredibly beneﬁcial for their mental
health,” Mr Tehan said.
“The Government now wants to inves gate whether this beneﬁt can be supported
by evidence from a trial.
“More than 30,000 Australian veterans have an accepted service-related disability
for PTSD and the Government is commi ed to tackling the mental health challenges facing veterans and their families.
“In last year’s budget, the Government made the treatment of PTSD free for anyone who has served one day in the full- me ADF and this has led to encouraging
results with more veterans seeking help for PTSD – and ge ng that help.
Mr Tehan said the trial was being planned to guarantee the safety of the human
and animal par cipants as well as the general public.
The Government recently approved a grant to study the value of service dogs for
veterans with mental health condi ons under the new Suppor ng Younger Veterans Program.
Don't look conspicuous – in combat, it draws ﬁre;
out of the combat zone, it draws sergeants.
A Murphy's Military Law

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE
VIETNAM WAR HISTORY
General
Other RAAF personnel ﬂew in Vietnam, carrying out logis cs tasks and aeromedical evacua ons using
Hercules aircra based at Richmond in New South Wales. Addi onally, No. 5 Airﬁeld Construc on
Squadron worked on the airﬁelds at both Vung Tau and Phan Rang and the RAAF provided Air Defence Guards for both of these facili es. RAAF personnel also ﬂew as forward air controllers, to call in
and guide ar llery strikes as well as carrying out reconnaissance opera ons within the US Tac cal Air
Control System. Working with all the allied air forces, their role was to call in and control ar llery and
air strikes against enemy ground forces, and to carry out visual reconnaissance. Six RAAF personnel
also ﬂew F-4 Phantom ﬁghter-bomber and reconnaissance aircra with the United States Air Force.

Medical evacua on
Pa ents on these ﬂights were looked a er by members of the RAAF Nursing Service, over one hundred of whom served during the Vietnam War. Prepara ons for work on aeromedical evacua on
ﬂights included survival training in case aircra had to ditch in the sea. But the nurse’s main concern
was always for the pa ents whose survival depended on the skill and dedica on of the RAAF’s medical personnel. By the me Australia’s involvement in the war ended more than 3,100 Australian and
New Zealand soldiers had come home on such ﬂights.

Airﬁeld construc on
Members of No. 5 Airﬁeld Construc on Squadron (5ACS) began work on a hanger at Vung Tau in
June 1966. These men are likely to be members of Detachment A, the ﬁrst members of 5ACS to work
at Vung Tau. The hanger for which they were preparing the site dated back to the Second World War.
It was dismantled and brought to South Vietnam from an airﬁeld in Parkes, New South Wales. By late
June Detachment A numbered ﬁ een personnel but their labour was supplemented with that of Vietnamese workers who helped with the concrete laying. The hanger was completed in early October
1966.

Forward air controllers
Australian Forward Air Controllers worked with a range of Allied forces in South Vietnam including
the Vietnamese Air Force, the United States Air Force, Army, Navy and Marine Corps, the Korean Army and the RAAF’s No. 2 Squadron. Thirty six Australian pilots ﬂew as Forward Air Controllers before
the last of them le South Vietnam. Between them they received ﬁ een Dis nguished Flying Crosses, two Dis nguished Service Orders and six men ons in dispatches.

15

