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NATIONAL  
PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Foster OAM JP  

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is 
intended to be advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DE-
BRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular 
circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the 
contents of  DEBRIEF. 

This year is a number of significant events for Vi-
etnam veterans, first being the Repatriation of our 
war dead from South East Asia a project initiated 
in  part by the association following representation 
from a number of individuals and organisations 
including our Northern Territory branch.  

This edition of Debrief includes a report on the 
Ramp ceremony at RAAF Richmond and a subse-
quent internment ceremony at Sydneys Rookwood 
war cemetery. Both very moving events. 

In August we commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the Battle of Long Tan, this battle had a signifi-
cant influence on the history of the Vietnam war 
from Australia’s point of view, we all had our own 
moments that were worthy of commemoration and 
a number of them will also be given due im-
portance and reverence as their anniversary dates 
come to pass. 

Fifty years is a significant anniversary for events in 
our lives and we can be proud as an association 
that we have served our comrades both living and 
dead by following our motto to “Honour the 
Dead, But fight like hell for the living.” 

This year Vietnam veterans have been given the 
honour of leading a number of ANZAC day 
marches, Victorian members in particular, but not 
alone, did us proud. 

There has been ongoing communications with the 
Australian Peacekeeper Peacemaker Veterans As-
sociation regarding their involvement with the call 
for a royal commission into the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, I have received no feedback from 
our members to support this call and in fact mem-
bers of our association have voiced their disap-
pointment at the political approach taken and in 
Victoria the disrespect shown to ANZAC day 
commemorations. 

Dealings with the Department of Veterans Affairs 
are on a good footing and we continue to be in-
volved in discussions regarding veterans matters. 

We are also invited to Department of Defence 
briefings on matters related to serving members 
and their transition from the three services. 

We formally welcomed the new Minister for Veter-
an’s Affairs the Hon Dan Tehan MP on his ap-
pointment and look forward to a long and produc-
tive association with him. 

The Northern Territory branch has now closed 
and members having formed a sub branch, primar-
ily as a social group, and are administered by the 
South Australia Branch, in many cases the focus is 
moving from positive action to more social sup-
port activities. 

Our Cover Photo,  

Courtesy of the  

Australian War Memorial 
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HAVE YOUR SAY— MATTERS OF INTEREST 

The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families.  Brief, 
to the point letters have a better chance of  publication. Photographs should be of good colour, 
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format.  Text should be submitted in Word format 
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vi-
etnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au 

EDITORIAL 
It is sometimes hard to break long time habits and practices however the time has come for 
such a break. I have to advise you that this is the last copy of  Debrief  to be printed and 
mailed to members as it has been for many years. 

The first edition of  Debrief  magazine was in 1981 and was published by the Vietnam Veter-
ans Association of  Australia (NSW Branch), looking at editions from this time the contents 
included numerous advertisements, in fact every second page of  80 pages (A5) was advertis-
ing, no doubt that paid the printing and distribution costs. 

No longer can we rely on paid advertising to fund the magazine and at the National Council 
meeting in Canberra on 25 May 2016 the National Council on advice from the National Ex-
ecutive decided to cease production in the present format. 

There were a number of  reasons for this decision, they include: 

 Increasing printing and mailing costs. 

 Editorial responsibility had reverted to the executive as no nominations were received 
for the editors position. 

 Recent discussions and responses to a questionnaire distributed to members indicated an 
interest in receiving information by email. 

There was discussion on other options for keeping our members informed and it was decided 
that such information could be included in an upgraded version of  the “Presidents Notes” 
that are currently produced monthly. 

In future, information that was available in Debrief  will be included in an electronic version 
that will be emailed to branches for distribution to members through the sub branch network, 
it was also be available on the VVAA Web site. 

Information such as the Branch and Sub Branch directories will be available on line and from 
the state branch offices. 

We accept the fact that there will be members disappointed in this decision and to them we 
apologise, such decisions as this are not taken lightly however when the cost of  printing and 
mailing Debrief  is balanced against the other commitments and budget requirements the as-
sociations finances could no longer sustain such expense in funds and time of  the National 
Executive. 

We would ask the states and sub branches to consider improved methods of  distributing to 
members the information that will be available in the alternative formats.   
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A SOLDIER WITH PTSD fell in a HOLE and couldn’t get out. A Senior NCO went by and the Soldier 
with PTSD called out for help. The Senior NCO yelled at him and told him to suck it up dig deep & drive 
on, then threw him a shovel. But the Soldier with PTSD could not suck it up and drive on so he dug the 
hole deeper.  

A Senior Officer went by and the Soldier with PTSD called out for help. The Senior Officer told him to use 
the tools your Senior NCO has given you then threw him a bucket. But the Soldier with PTSD was using 
the tools his Senior NCO gave him so he dug the hole deeper and filled the bucket.  

A psychiatrist walked by. The Soldier with PTSD said, “Help! I can’t get out!” The psychiatrist gave him 
some drugs and said, “Take this. It will relieve the pain.” The Soldier with PTSD said thanks, but when the 
pills ran out, he was still in the hole.  

A well-known psychologist rode by and heard the Soldier with PTSD cries for help. He stopped and asked, 
” How did you get there? Were you born there? Did your parents put you there? Tell me about yourself, it 
will alleviate your sense of loneliness.” So the Soldier with PTSD talked with him for an hour, then the psy-
chologist had to leave, but he said he’d be back next week. The Soldier with PTSD thanked him, but he was 
still in the hole.  

A priest came by. The Soldier with PTSD called for help. The priest gave him a Bible and said, “I’ll say a 
prayer for you.” He got down on his knees and prayed for the Soldier with PTSD, then he left. The Soldier 
with PTSD was very grateful, he read the Bible, but he was still stuck in the hole.  

A recovering Soldier with PTSD happened to be passing by. The Soldier with PTSD cried out, “Hey, help 
me. I’m stuck in this hole!” Right away the recovering Soldier with PTSD jumped down in the hole with 
him. The Soldier with PTSD said, “What are you doing? Now we’re both stuck here!!” But the recovering 
Soldier with PTSD said, “Calm down. It’s okay. I’ve been here before. I know how to get out.” 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
National President:  Ken Foster, OAM,  JP  

Email: president@vvaa.org.au    Phone: 0413 046 077   
PO BOX 97 MINTO NSW 2566 
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Continued p6…... 

SERVICE IN NORTH RUSSIA WINS TWO AUSSIES THE VICTORIA CROSS! 

by 

Max Ball 

Recently I found in my bookshelves a copy of ANZACS IN ARKHANGEL, wri en by Michael Challinger.  As the author notes, 

“This book is about a strange and li le‐known chapter of Australia’s military history” about Australians who went to fight 

Bolsheviks in North Russia as members of the North Russia Relief Force.   

In early 1918, a er Russia withdrew from World War I, the UK Government decided to despatch a military mission of about 

560 persons to North Russia to instruct and lead Russians (Whites) who were loyal to the Provisional Government and op‐

posing the Bolsheviks (Reds), to secure military stores at Murmansk and, perhaps, re‐establish an Eastern Front.  Designat‐

ed “Elope Force” it included 21 Canadians, four New Zealanders (of whom two were born in Australia), and nine Australi‐

ans.  All were volunteers.  A second force, code named “Syren”, of 600 Bri sh troops, was sent to Murmansk.   

Twelve months later ma ers had not gone well.  The Bolsheviks (Reds), were prevailing over the White Russians and rein‐

forcements were needed to support Elope in Arkhangel; indeed, the Bri sh Government was concerned that its troops may 

need to be rescued. 

In April 1919 recrui ng posters were displayed in London calling for volunteers from trained soldiers, who were fit and 

over the age of 19, for the North Russia Relief Force.  They would all be enlisted in the Bri sh Army if not s ll serving Bri sh 

soldiers. 

At the me some 70,000 AIF volunteers were in Britain, wai ng for transport home.  Some had enlisted in the AIF in 1918 

and had not seen ac on in France and wished to prove their me le.  Some may have been a racted by the generous pay 

offered by the Bri sh Government and some, a er the adrenalin rush of being in ac on, may have been bored.  For what‐

ever reasons, up to about 150 Australians volunteered to serve in the Relief Force.  To do so, they had to request their dis‐

charge from the AIF and enlist in the Bri sh Army. 

Samuel George Pearse was born in Penarth, Wales and enlisted in the AIF in Melbourne in July 1915, aged 18.  Assigned 

to the 1st Machine Gun Bn, 2870 Private Pearse was awarded the Military Medal in France.  

Now 133032 in the Bri sh Army, Private Pearse was assigned to the 45th Bn Royal Fusiliers and dis nguished himself on 

opera ons south of Arkhangel.  On 29 August 1919 Serjeant Pearse’s unit was assaul ng an enemy ba ery when under 

heavy fire he cut his way through barbed wire and charged an enemy blockhouse single‐handed, killing all the occupants 

with bombs, but met his death minutes later.  The cita on records that “it was due to him that the posi on was carried 

with so few casual es.  His magnificent bravery and u er disregard for personal safety won for him the admira on of all 

troops.” 

Arthur Percy Sullivan was born in Crystal Brook South Australia and enlisted in the AIF in Port Pirie on 27 April 1918, 

aged 21.  He arrived in Britain in September 1918 and commenced training in the ar llery, but was s ll in training when 

peace was declared so was not sent to France. 

As 133033 in the Bri sh Army, Sullivan was also assigned to the 45th Bn Royal Fusiliers.  A successful offensive ac on 

against the Red Army along the banks of the river Dvina, (flowing south east of Arkhangel) reached its end point at the vil‐

lage of Komichka and the Bri sh force found itself at risk of being encircled by the Red forces.  At the hamlet of Sluda, the 

Bri sh force found themselves cut off by Russian sailors (from river gunboats) and were forced to withdraw through a 

swamp, walking on planks.  20 year old Lieutenant Charles Gordon‐Lennox (real tle Lord Stre ngton) was hit in the chest 

by a bullet.  Corporal Sullivan plunged into the swamp and passed him up to others s ll on the planks.  Three more fusiliers 

were hit and Sullivan helped them in a similar way.  The cita on records “Without hesita on, under intense fire, Corporal 

Sullivan jumped into the river and rescued all four, bringing them out singly.” And, “It was a splendid example of heroism 

as all ranks were on the point of exhaus on, and the enemy less than 100 yards distant.” 

Sullivan sailed from England before he had been presented with his VC and returned to his previous employer, the Na onal 

Bank.  In 1937 he was the manager of the Bank’s branch in Casino, New South Wales and was selected to be a member of 

the Australian Corona on Con ngent to a end the corona on of King George VI in May 1937.  He accepted, but to do so 

had to re‐enlist in the Australian Army, this me as a gunner, as all members of the con ngent were to be.  
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 Independent history of Vietnam War medical legacies is under way  

Work has commenced on an independent history that will document and analyse the medical lega-
cies of the Vietnam War.  

The volume, commissioned by the Council of the Australian War Memorial, will be written by Dr 
Peter Yule, a research fellow at the School of Historical and Philosophical Studies at the University 
of Melbourne.  

Dr Yule said the new volume would examine the complete range of medical issues experienced by 
Australian veterans, with particular focus on post-traumatic stress disorder and the health effects 
of exposure to herbicides.  

Dr Yule also said that it is essential to find out about the health concerns of veterans by talking 
with the veterans themselves. He emphasised that the voice of the veterans must be heard.  

Director of the Australian War Memorial Dr Brendan Nelson said the history would be informed by 
30 years of new knowledge and interviews with Vietnam War veterans.  

“This important project will enable greater understanding of the implications for those Australians 
who served in the Vietnam War.  

We cannot rewrite history, but a generation on, informed by new knowledge and a deeper under-
standing, we can bring a sense of informed justice and meaning to veterans still suffering.”  

He added that the Memorial has a strong reputation for producing authoritative histories.  

“Dr Yule brings a level of academic rigour that a project like this deserves. His work as an inde-
pendent historian is extensive, and he has written or edited some 19 books as well as numerous 
articles and other publications,” said Dr Nelson.  

During the four-year project, Dr Yule and a team of researchers will undertake interviews with a 
wide cross-section of Vietnam veterans.  

Existing research and medical studies will also be reviewed as part of the project.  

The final manuscript is expected to be completed by the end of 2019, with publication planned for 
2020.  

Con nued from page 5 

The members of the Con ngent received many invita ons to many reunions and recep ons.  On 9 April 1937, returning 

from a recep on, Sullivan stepped off a footpath into the path of a cyclist and was downed.  He was rushed to hospital and 

found dead on arrival from a fractured skull. 

The body of Arthur Sullivan VC was taken to Wellington Barracks where it lay in state, with his medal and plumed slouch 

hat.  His funeral was a ended by General Birdwood and a dozen Bri sh VC winners and a band of the Grenadier Guards 

led the funeral procession.  When the Australian Corona on Con ngent marched in the corona on parade the Australians 

deliberately le  a gap in their ranks. 

In North Russia eight Australians also received the Dis nguished Conduct Medal, five won the Military Medal and three 

won bars to the Military Medal they had won in the AIF.  

During a recent visit to the Australian War Memorial I was pleased to see that Samuel Pearse VC and Arthur Sullivan VC 

have their place in the Hall of Valour with the other 97 Australian recipients. 

Max Ball 

29 November 2015 
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Tribute	to	Australia’s	Vietnam	Veterans	
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Cen‐
tenary of ANZAC, Dan Tehan,  officially opened the Vietnam Veterans’ Associa on of Aus‐
tralia’s 2016 Na onal Congress in Canberra on 26 May. 

Mr Tehan paid tribute to the some 60,000 Australians who served their country in the Vi‐
etnam War from 1962 un l 1975. 

“Australia suffered 521 dead and more than 3000 wounded during the Vietnam War and 
many more veterans suffered, and con nue to suffer, as a result of their service,” Mr Teh‐
an said. 

“Australians were involved in many engagements, including Opera on Crimp in January 
1966, 1968’s heavy figh ng around Bien Hoa and Long Binh during Opera on Coburg at 
the me of the Tet Offensive, the ba les for Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral, ac‐

ons during Opera on Goodwood around Hat Dich in 1968‐69, the ba le of Binha Ba in 
1969 and in 1971 the Ba le of Long Khanh. 

“We must never forget the price that our Vietnam veterans paid for their service, espe‐
cially this year, in which we mark the 50th anniversary of the Ba le of Long Tan on 18 Au‐
gust. 

“The bravery, tenacity and sacrifice of the Australian and New Zealand soldiers in the 
Ba le of Long Tan, and the support provided to them by the RAAF and by ar llerymen 
from Australia, New Zealand and the United States are remembered as one of the Vi‐
etnam War’s defining moments. 

“That victory has come to symbolise Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. The 
commemora ons for the Ba le of Long Tan this year will honour all Australians who 
served their country during the Vietnam War.” 

Mr Tehan also acknowledged the role the Vietnam Veterans’ Associa on of Australia had 
played in the establishment of a dedicated counselling service to meet the needs of vet‐
erans and their families. 

“It was the Associa on’s efforts during the difficult period following the Vietnam War 
that resulted in the establishment of the Vietnam Veterans Counselling Service, now 
known as the Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS),” he said. 

“VVCS is a legacy of Australia’s Vietnam veterans — because of their efforts veterans 
around Australia can access specialised mental health and support services.” 
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For the past 20 years, the Training & Informa on Program (TIP) has been delivering courses to enable 

volunteers to assist members of the ex‐service community in submi ng claims for compensa on and 

direct veterans and their families to services which assist in their daily living. 

While those courses had a number of levels, the differences between the levels was unclear and what 

a prac oner should be able to do, had never been stated. In addi on, prac oners gained skills and 

knowledge while undertaking the role; the problem was that not everyone could gain the same on‐the

‐job experiences and the skill levels between prac oners, was widely varied. 

The Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP) seeks to address the shortcomings in the TIP 

training pla orm. To do this, every trainee will be required to gain a certain amount, and variety, of 

workplace experiences which leads to acquired skills and knowledge. These are laid out in a work ex‐

perience diary and must be completed before undertaking the next stage of training. In addi on, all 

trainees will undertake the same course of formal training, in a defined sequence. A single learning 

pathway for each of claims and welfare streams will be available, however formal training can take 

place only a er certain workplace experiences have been met. 

At all stages of the training, evidence is collected to deem a person competent to perform the role at a 

certain level. 

In addi on, trainees will have access to a mentor and become part of a community of prac se. 

The ATDP training pla orm provides benefits for all stakeholders. ESOs have the benefit of knowing 

their advocates are commi ed and well trained. The risk of liability in the event of li ga on is reduced 

by having clearly defined roles for advocates at each level. The advocate has the opportunity to gain 

na onally accredited competencies and the veteran community benefits in the knowledge that their 

advocate is well trained and able to assist in many ways. 

ATDP	in	brief	

SUGGESTED READING: 
OUR VIETNAM NURSES: By Annabelle Brayley, Published by Michael Joseph, an inprint of Pen-
guin Random House. 

 

ENEMY: By Ruth Clare, Published by Penguin Books. 

 

MANY HEARTS, ONE VOICE.  The story of the War Widows Guild in Western Australia. 

Written by Melinda Tognini. Forward by the Hon. Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO. 

Available from Fremantle Press. www.fremantlepress.com.au .  
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Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia 

Na onal Execu ve and Council members  

Na onal Council and Congress Canberra May 2016 

The National Executive and National Council of the V.V.A.A. met in Canberra over the period of 24-26 
May 2016. 

The National Council in a full day session on the 25th considered a number of important subjects the main 
being the future of the Debrief magazine and the national merchandising service, having considered the 
previous years financial report and the year to date financials the council came to the conclusion things 
needed to change. 

The National Congress on the 26th started with briefings from the Minister for Veterans Affairs and the 
Shadow Minister, the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Registrar of the Veterans Review 
Board, the Registrar of the Repatriation Medical Authority, The Deputy National President of the RSL, 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust and finally by Dr Peter 
Yule who is working on a report related to the medical legacies of the Vietnam War for the Australian War 
Memorial. 

The second session of the National Congress included reports by the National Executive, appointment of 
the new National Executive and mandatory administrative appointments. 

The National President thanked the outgoing National Vice President Pete Ryan  for his service and 
wished him well in his future endeavours, this was supported by acclamation. 

Full details of these important matters will be included in the minutes of both meetings which will be dis-
tributed through state branches in the near future. 
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NATIONAL MERCHANDISE – THE RISE AND DEMISE 

By Peter Fox, Na onal Merchandise Manager 

Na onal merchandise was started in 1996 by the then Na onal Secretary, Geoff Trevor‐Hunt, to raise 

funds for the Na onal body, which according to Geoff was broke at the me. 

Like all new ventures, it started slowly with li le capital and only selected stock, but eventually grew 

to the point where items could be manufactured in China or Taiwan and landed in Australia cheaper 

than buying them locally. 

Kath Coxon who was doing merchandise for the South Australia Branch, moved to Tasmania, and in 

March 2007 Geoff sent the merchandise from Western Australia to Tasmania, and Kath took over the 

reins. 

Over the following years Kath built up the opera on from about $30,000 per year to a peak of almost 

$139,000, from which it started to decline – “obviously it has slowed down as the vets got older or got 

the merchandise they wanted throughout the years”. 

Despite the hard work – “it almost became a full me job with me pu ng in many hours a week” ‐ 

Kath has fond memories of cha ng with vets and wives when they called for merchandise, and some‐

mes being able to provide help through referrals. Kath recalls the occasion when one interstate call‐

er was hiding in a wardrobe because her husband had gone troppo. Ron called for help while Kath 

stayed on the phone with her un l the police arrived. 

But all good things come to an end, and in September 2014 Kath resigned from the posi on of Mer‐

chandise manager, and understandably asked for the merchandise to be relocated from her house. 

Around the same me, the Na onal Treasurer – Rob Cox – also resigned, and a call went out to 

Branches for nomina ons for both a replacement treasurer and merchandise manager. I was asked if I 

could ‘fill in’ as treasurer un l the next Congress, and as it happened mine was the only nomina on 

and I was subsequently appointed ac ng treasurer. There were no nomina ons for merchandise Man‐

ager. 

This le  the Na onal Execu ve with a problem. The only solu on seemed to be to put the merchan‐

dise ($50,000 +) in storage in Hobart un l a permanent solu on was found. 

Believing that once the merchandise was placed in storage it would never again see the light of day, 

and feeling that I would be responsible for the financial aspect anyway, I volunteered to take it on ‘in 

the interim’. 

So the merchandise was transported back to WA arriving in early December. Two things struck me, 

and also Na onal Vice President Max Ball and members of my family who helped unpack and sort the 

items, and they were the diversity of the items and also the large quan es of some items. In my 

treasurer’s report on the 2014 financial statements, I advised the Council that the book value of the 

merchandise on hand could never be realised. 
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Na onal Merchandising report con nued from page 10 

Nevertheless, 2015 was a very busy year with the upgrade to a new version of the online shop and 

some consolida on of products. As Kath had predicted turnover was down on previous years, how‐

ever profit, at around $10,000 was at record levels, mainly due to a significant reduc on in over‐

heads. In an cipa on of shedding the long list of unsaleable items, in the budget for 2016 I predict‐

ed a $20,000 loss for merchandise. 

Then, in January 2016 I was diagnosed with lung cancer when a large tumour was discovered in my 

right lung. Whilst hoping for the best but having to prepare for the worst, I asked to be relieved of 

the merchandise manager posi on. Again the call went out to Branches for nomina ons to take on 

the job. Again, there were no volunteers. 

For the second me in 16 months the Na onal Execu ve faced the problem of what to do with the 

merchandise opera on. With no prospects of maintaining the opera on and an unknown me 

frame, the execu ve decided to close the opera on down, a decision which I, as merchandise man‐

ager, endorsed. 

The response from sub‐branches in Vic, Qld, and SA, to the subsequent ‘Closing Down Price List’ was 

excellent, with many unsaleable items given away, and holdings of other items reduced substan al‐

ly. Stock on hand was reduced from over $40,000 to around $20,000, albeit at a loss due to the give‐

aways and reduced prices, o en below cost. 

In March I received good news, indica ons were that the cancer had not spread and was confined 

to one lobe of the right lung. A week later one third of my right lung was removed surgically, and I 

consider myself cured. 

With the urgency to close the merchandise reduced, the online shop was reopened but with sale 

pricing. The process has reached the point where close down can’t be economically reversed, and is 

con nuing in a controlled manner. Where possible, alterna ve arrangements will be put in place. 

Three friends from the local congregation were asked, "When you're in your casket, 
and friends and congregation members are mourning over you, what would you like 
them to say?" 

Artie said: "I would like them to say I was a wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, 
and a great family man." 

Eugene commented: "I would like them to say I was a wonderful teacher and servant 
of God who made a huge difference in people's lives.." 

Al said, "I'd like them to say, 'Look, he's moving!'" 

Because they had no reservations at a busy restaurant, my elderly neighbour and his 
wife were told there would be a 45 minute wait for a table.  
"Young man, we're both 90 years old," the husband said. "We may not have 45 
minutes."  
They were seated immediately.   
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A TRIBUTE TO SERVICE WIVES 

By Jeff Foster ex C Company 6 RAR Vietnam 

LADIES YOU CHOSE TO BE THE WIFE OF A VIETNAM VETERAN AT A TIME WHEN YOU COULD HAVE CHOSEN MANY OTHER 

PATHS IN LIFE 

DURING THE YEARS YOU WILL HAVE SEEN THE VERY BESTOF YOUR MAN AND SMILED IN LOVING ADMIRATION 

AND YOU WOULD HAVE SEEN THE VERY WORST ANDWONDERED WHY REGARDLESS OF THE SITUATION THROUGH ALL 

THE YEARS YOU’RE LOVE AND SUPPORT HAS BEEN MORE VALUABLE TO HIM THAN YOU CAN POSSIBLY IMAGINE 

VIETNAM VETERANS CAN BE DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND AT TIMES AND NEED SPECIAL PEOPLE IN THEIR LIVES 

LADIES YOU ARE THOSE SPECIAL PEOPLE 

YOU LISTEN TO YOUR MAN TALKING ON THE PHONE TO HIS ARMY MATES AND YOU FIND OUT THE ANSWERS TO THINGS 

YOU HAVE WONDERED ABOUT BUT NEVER REALLY KNEW YOU HEAR STORIES NOW FIFTY YEARS OLD THAT HAD NEVER 

BEFORE BEEN SPOKEN 

AT REUNIONS YOU MEET PEOPLE YOU HAVE NEVER HEARD OF YET HEAR STORIES OF HOW IMPORTANT A ROLE PARTICU‐

LAR VETERANS HAVE PLAYED IN YOUR HUSBANDS LIFE AND YOU WONDER WHY DIDN’T HE TELL YOU THAT STORY 

YOU WONDER HOW SUCH A SHORT TIME IN VIETNAM CAN AT TIMES BE THE MOST IMPORTANT TIME IN HIS LIFE EVEN 

THOUGH NOW FIFTY YEARS HAVE PASSED 

AND YET THROUGH ALL THIS YOUR STRENGTH IS HIS STRENGTH YOU’RE CONFIDENCE AND SENSE OF DIRECTION IS RARELY 

WRONG 

TO SIMPLY THANK YOU SEEMS NOT ENOUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS BEYOND WORDS 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL. 

Womens ass size study. 

There was a study about women and how they felt about their asses,  

the result were interesting. 

10% of women think their ass is too skinny. 

30% of women think their ass is too fat. 

60% of women say they don’t care, they love him, he is a good man and they wouldn’t 
trade him for the world.  
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BOOK REVIEW 

OUR VIETNAM NURSES. 
 

Trained nurse Annabelle Brayley has complied a compelling account of nursing 

services during the Vietnam War in her latest book Our Vietnam Nurses. 

Running to 15 chapters, Brayley’s book is a series of personal memories of 

those who provided nursing services in Vietnam, be they commissioned nursing 

officers of the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps or the Royal Australian Air 

Force, civilian nurses who volunteered under SEATO to staff civilian hospitals or 

medics in the field providing the first aid to wounded soldiers. 
 

While all chapters are interes ng in their own right, this reviewer found it unu‐

sual that two chapters dealt with the medics out in the bush with the infantry. 

Brayley took par cular care in detailing the work done by Private Dobson the D 

Company 6 Ba alion medic who cared for the wounded during the iconic Ba le 

of Long Tan. This chapter alone is worth the cover price. What is surprising here 

is how Dobson coped given the inadequacy of the training and equipment pro‐

vided prior to being deployed to medically cater for 100 or so soldiers in a tropi‐

cal environment. 
 

Dobson’s chapter complements another that tells the stories of two other field medics. These stories mirror that 

of Dobson regarding training, experience and equipment. These are tales told “warts and all” and give the reader 

a sense of just how resolute these young men were. 
 

Likewise the chapters dealing with Army nurses posted to Vietnam or Air Force nurses caring for the wounded 

being flown out of the war zone, showed how inadequately prepared they were for the tasks at hand. Nonethe‐

less Brayley details how these usually quite young Australians got on with the job in spite of the difficul es. 

This is a far from difficult book to read. Each chapter, in the main, deals with a couple of the subjects, their back‐

grounds prior to entering the profession, their early experience in nursing, the dras c life change that came with 

arriving in Vietnam and life a er the War.. 
 

One li le known element of Australia’s Vietnam history is the stories of Air Force nurses seconded to fly with the 

Americans, doing the “milk run” around US bases in Vietnam collec ng wounded then flying them out to Ameri‐

can hospitals in Korea, Japan and Guam. Some of these tales are quite hair raising given the state of the aero‐

planes, the flying condi ons and the work loads thrust onto these nurses.  
 

Many readers will be appalled at the stories of how these Australians were o en shabbily treated by their Gov‐

ernment a er their return home. A er telling of how they dealt with the worst aspects of trea ng war casual es, 

they related stories of rejec on of recogni on of war service for a long me by their Government then finding 

peace and solitude among their former comrades and finally repatria on benefits.  
 

This is not the first book on Australian Vietnam medical personnel. What makes it so readable is the way the sto‐

ries that make up the chapters have been told to the author. A good read that should find its way onto the book‐

shelf of anyone interested in reading how humans overcome adversity and win out in the end. 

 

Published by Penguin Random House RRP $34.99 at good bookstores 

Reviewer Pete Ryan  
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REPATRIATION 2016 
BRING THEM HOME 

Report by the National President. 
In 2013 the Northern Territory Branch of the V.V.A.A. put a submission to  the National Council request-
ing support for a project to bring home the remains of Vietnam War dead that were buried in the Terendak 
military base cemetery  in Malaysia. This project was led by Bob Shewring. 
 

The National Council agreed to support the project and negotiations with government continued over the 
next year or so with the Prime Minister announcing the repatriation would go ahead in 2015. 
 

On 2 June 2016 Bob Shewring and myself were privileged to witness two RAAF C17 Globemaster aircraft 
landed at RAAF base Richmond with the remains of 33 members of our military family, the majority being 
Vietnam War dead. 
 

We were then both privileged, as official guests, to form up with the honour guard on the tarmac as the cof-
fins were unloaded in a formal ramp ceremony..  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of the official party, led by the official mourner, His Excellency the Governor General, we then 
moved into a aircraft hanger where every family had a designated and reserved  space and the coffins had 
been placed for a period of private mourning and contemplation, we later re-joined the families for an offi-
cial repatriation memorial service  
 
Following the service the 33 coffins were placed on separate hearse and driven in convoy from Richmond to 
Parramatta. Nine of those returned were reinterned at the Australian War Graves Cemetery at Rookwood, 
Sydney NSW on the next day, 3 May. 
 
The others will be reinterned over the next week or so in various areas of 
Australia as requested by families. 
       Continued on page 15 
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Continued from page 14 

On the morning of 3 May both Bob Shewring and myself attended the reburial of  8 of those returning at 
the Australian War Graves, Garden of Remembrance at Rookwood cemetery. They were: 

Private Norman Allan 7RAR   

Private Gary Archer 9RAR 

Private Reginald Field 1RAR 

WO2 Ronald Lees AATTV 

Corporal John Pearce 1RAR 

Lance Corporal Thomas Ross 1RAR 

Private Mervyn Wilson 1RAR, and.  

Signaller Kenneth Johnson RASigs (28th Commonwealth Brigade, Terendak, accidental death. 

 

 

This image shows the site 2 hours after the first mass service  

At Rookwood and prior to the service later the same day for 
Private Neville Horne 1RAR that Bob Shewring and I also 
attended. 

 

 

 

There remain in the cemetery in Terendak three Vietnam Veterans that the families did not want disturbed, 
it should be remembered that one of the key guidelines for the project that it was the decision of the fami-
lies to bring them home, from day one the families wishes have been respected and we must continue to 
support those families that made the decision to leave the three at peace where they were. 

The attention to detail by the military and the Department of Veterans Affairs staff was, as we would ex-
pect, professional and dignified, no detail was left unattended, no cost spared and the personal attention to 
the comfort and feelings of the families was a credit to all those involved. 

The V.V.A.A. can be proud of the part we paid in this project, it adds additional meaning to our motto that 
in part is to “Honour the Dead” we have filled that obligation. 

Special recognition should be paid to the contribution of Bob Shewring and his supporters in the Northern 
Territory, without their vision and dogged determination to this project it may never have come to pass. 

 

 

 

 

Lest we Forget. 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           16 

 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           17 

A TRIP TO TAMWORTH FOR MY DOG NUI DAT 

By Ken Foster, Na onal President 

On 3 May 2016 my wife and I attended the launch of a new radio single of a song titled “My 
dog Nui Dat” that is a selection from a CD release “Back to the Bush” by Dale Duncan and 
written by Peter Simpson a Vietnam veteran. 

Promotional material and an order form for the CD are included in this edition of Debrief as 
Dale and his management team have agreed to donate $5.00 from every sale to V.V.A.A. 
members to the association 

The trip was also an opportunity to promote the V.V.A.A. in the northern tablelands of NSW 
and meet with local veterans, approximately 40 local veterans and partners attended the 
launch which receive TV, radio and press coverage. 

Driving to Tamworth we passed through the town of Muswellbrook where there is a significant 
memorial to the Vietnam war, we stopped and paid our respects, the memorial is spread 
along the eastern side of the new England highway for over 1500 metres. 

Dale Duncan & Peter Simpson Ken Foster & Dale Duncan 

 Vietnam Memorial –Muswellbrook NSW Vietnam memorial Tamworth NSW 
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MURRAGULDRIE VETERANS’ RETREAT. 

         Murrguldrie Veterans’ Retreat is a bush camp set up for the recrea on and the rehabilita on of all Service 

Veterans, this means Serving & Ex‐Serving Members of all Services ( Military & Civilian) This covers Army, Navy, 

Airforce, Police, Firefighters, Ambulance & Civil Defence Service Personnel, Their Families & their Guests and/or 

their Travelling Companions. This Retreat is funded by a dona on system. 

         The Retreat has  now been completed by  Members of South West NSW & Wagga Sub‐ Branch of the 

V.V.A.A. and is now set up to accommodate larger groups of traveling People. It has numerous level Caravan & 

Tent sites in the shade or full sun for the cooler months, there is also a sleeping donga for groups riding motor 

bikes but they will need their swags eta. 

          Facili es at the camp are top class & suitable for people who do not like roughing it, (I’m talking about the 

Ladies here & myself). Murraguldrie has separate Ladies & Men’s toilets, large private showers with plenty of 

room in the dressing areas. There is also a separate Disabled Toilet/Shower unit for any one that requires this.  A 

large Camp Kitchen (9mts x 6mts) is provided with Sinks, Gas BBQ, A Large table & plenty of chairs. The camp 

kitchen has a large wood burning heater as well (it gets pre y cold up in the mountains at night) A dump point 

for is provided for chemical toilets. For any further info on the camp go to  www.vvaansw.org  & click on Mur‐

raguldrie Retreat. Or ring one of the contact Phones No’s ‐ Gordon 0428 381 292,  Keith 0418 692 566, Pop 0401 

100 514 or Jim 0429414 909. 

         Main events held at Murraguldrie this year will be our Annual Vietnam Veterans Day Service (18/8). Camp‐

ers start to arrive a few day before this event to help get the place in shape. Morning teas & a BBQ lunch is sup‐

plied by our Social Club on this day. 

         An Open Day Weekend 15th & 16th October will be held so that new visitors can come & see the camp at the 

best me of the year. This weekend will be followed up by the “Rosewood Country Music Roundup” which is 

held each year at Rosewood ( 25kms Away). Details for this, h p://users.tpg.com.au/thegrey/Fes val.htm . This 

is one of the best Country Music Fes vals on the circuit. So you can kill 2 birds with the one stone. 

         Our Christmas party/ Monthly Mee ng is held on the 2nd Tuesday of December, all are welcome to a end 

this week of camping. 

         We would like over the next few years  to get a lot more of the younger vets involved with the administra‐

on &  the running of the Retreat  as the ages of the V V’s is ge ng older each year. ( most don’t need to be re‐

minded of this)  It is becoming more difficult each year to get men on the ground. Younger Veterans Groups 

have been approached  and are keen to be involved.       

This has been prepared by Keith Poole,( President VVAA S.W. NSW & Wagga) 
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QUEENSLAND REPORT 

Hi All, 

Anzac day has now passed and was celebrated by all, great crowds a ended the dawn service and the 

mid morning March and service throughout Queensland as this is the 50th anniversary of the ba le of 

Long Tan. 

Anzac day in Townsville the VVF and VVAA marched together as one group (Vietnam Veterans) which 

was applauded by the Townsville community. The ranks were bolstered by 3RAR C Company who were 

having a reunion (Kapyong week) as most of the men are Vietnam veterans 

It was sad to see the closing down of the Logan/Albert sub branch on the 31/12/15,it was great to see 

that some of the members have joined other sub branches. We wish John Powers (president) and the 

members all the best. 

Dva. As was expected the Toowoomba van office has closed. Veterans will now be going to the DHS 

offices, one can only hope that this will work. In saying that Veterans have worked hard to maintain 

their mental health and the environment of Centrelink offices due to the poten al nature of conflict 

between clients and staff is a trigger for a lot of our veterans. This would impact upon their mental 

health and undo all their hard work. In addi on it is likely to put in place a bureaucra c barrier that 

stops veterans seeking access to their en tlements. 

Over the last 12 months there has been considerable angst with Dva and the younger veterans, we can 

only hope that this problem is being fixed, sooner than later. In saying that there is s ll a major problem 

with the Government and Vietnam Veterans and their Tpi etc, we are s ll behind the eight ball as far as 

the CPI increments go. It is rather disheartening to see Government MPs and ministers who re re on 

extraordinary amounts of money and gloat about it, but we as veterans (young and old) have to fight 

Dva and the government to maintain the compensa on that we are ge ng. 

Well I say to the government, whether it is Liberal or Labour or Greens, enough is enough. If you in gov‐

ernment do not want to look a er Veterans young and old, Dont send us to war or in harm’s way, it’s 

not rocket science. 

 

 
On the 13 April 2016 I was able to visit 

the Long Tan Cross in Vietnam.  Sadly 

due to the lack of rubber produc on 

from the old trees, the planta on has 

been cleared and the Cross is si ng in 

the middle of a bare paddock.  It is 

planned to replant the trees but by 

August this year there will be no or 

li le growth to be seen.  

Bob Taylor  
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Remembrance House landscaping has been an ongoing project being conducted by members of 

VVAA, Employment Outcome (Youth Development Program), Work for the Dole, and the Burpengary 

Community. Employment outcome and work for the dole has been young people from 16 years old 

and have been a credit to the community. 

Of these two groups, VVAA QLD has been able to achieve 23 full me posi ons from our contacts 

and resources for 2015‐2016. (Congratula ons to all) 

Queensland report con nues 

With the comple on of the War Memorial at Burpengary, Remembrance House has been working 

closely with the Community on the special events like ANZAC DAY Service. The support by the local 

community has been outstanding. 

Cheers, Peter Hindle, President VVAA QLD 
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Continued p24….. 

Vietnam Veterans 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 

QUEENSLAND 

Burdekin Sub Branch VVAA. 

Vets Day will be commemorated at our VETERANS RETREAT (Deep Creek 4377 Ayr Dalberg Road, 

AYR.) 

Service will commence around 4.00 pm. Followed by light refreshments and Barbeque tea. All wel‐

come to visit and stay at our Retreat 

REDCLIFFE 

Every Vietnam Veterans Day the VVAA Redcliffe Sub Branch has a commemora on ceremony at AN‐

ZAC Place on the Redcliffe Peninsula opposite the Redcliffe RSL.  This event contains the essen al in‐

gredients of such a ceremony with a master of ceremonies, catafalque party, padre, & wreath laying 

with veterans and guests in a endance.  The func on is supported by 20EOD that provide the cata‐

falque party and musicians from the Ye Ode Brass RSL Memorial Band. 

 In recogni on of the 50th Anniversary, we are adding a flag lowering ceremony and escor ng the 

flags back to the RSL.  We are also preparing a powerpoint presenta on that will roll during the fel‐

lowship a er the ceremony. 

 As always the Redcliffe VVAA sub branch will have a  good press coverage as it enjoys a strong rela‐

onship with the local media outlets. 

 
TOWNSVILLE 

The Townsville Sub‐Branch are holding 3 open days on Mon 15 Aug, Tue 16 Aug, Wed 17 Aug from 

0900 – 1500 daily at the Riverway Arts Centre. This will comprise of an internal display and an exter‐

nal display of Vietnam era items and equipment. The items will be provided from the various unit mu‐

seums at Lavarack Bks, and personal items on loan. 

The event will be opened by the Lord Mayor and Brigade Commander, and a gunfire salute. 

On the evening of Wed 17th Aug the Sub‐Branch is sponsoring a Long Tan dinner for 200 at the Towns‐

ville RSL. 

On Thu 18th Aug the VVF will be holding a dawn service at their premises, and the Townsville VVAA 

Sub‐branch will be holding our normal VV Day commemora on service at ANZAC Park on the Strand 

commencing at 1700 hrs, with a er service nibbles and refreshments at the Townsville RSL. 

For further details contact: Don Bailey mob: 0406085567 

 If you require more informa on please call me, secretary of this year’s organising commi ee 

John Van Pelt email: john@jvpdesign.com 

For further details contact. Gavin Rogers on 0417774789 or 0747230569 (8 – 11.30am) 
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South Burne  

 
Caboolture 

A number of Members will be a ending the March and Service in the City. As yet we do not know 
how many.   A er this we will be holding our own Service at Buchanan Memorial Park at Burpengary 
at 1500hrs, then a Dinner at Shauns Tavern.    
Jeff Korn  ( President ) Caboolture PH:  34100478  kornie1734@gmail.com 

*************************************************************************** 
Hervey Bay 

In Hervey Bay on V V Day, Veterans will march off from the H B RSL Club at 1050hrs for a Service at 

the Cenotaph at 1100hrs. The guest speaker will be Vietnam Veteran and historian Lex McAuley.  This 

will be followed by a func on at the RSL Club in Hervey House.  Details can be obtained from the Vet‐

erans Centre 0741283759 or from President Bob on 0417767715 

 
 
Bundaberg 

The Bundaberg Sub branch will be holding a mee ng on 30 May 2016 to organise the day. At this 

stage we have no plans un l we have the mee ng. Contact Sonya Leighjen 0431754083 

The south Burne  sub‐branch will be holding their own, in Kingaroy this year and i do believe there 

may be one in Nanango the same day.  

For further details contact.Trevor Sanderson on 0741683115 

Sunshine Coast 
 
Sunshine Coast our ceremony will begin at 11.00am at Co on Tree cenotaph and then adjourned to 
RSL Maroochydore, for further informa on contact the sub‐branch on 0754933515. 

Qld ac vi es con nued from Page 23 

Brisbane                                                                                                                                              Brisbane  VV 

Day, meet 9.30am at Treasurer Casino march off at 10.40am arrive at Anzac Square, Service starts at 

11.00am. Followed by, nibbles at the Railway hotel across the road from Cenotaph. For further details 

contact State Secretary at Remembrance House on 0738886004 

 

Gympie 

Gympie is holding an Anniversary Dinner on the night of the 12th. August. Our annual service on the 

14th. And a bus trip to Brisbane on the 18th. Should we get enough to run the bus..  

Contact Len herron on 0428799416 
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VICTORIA REPORT 
Operation Re-Connect” was an outstanding success with over 160 former “lost” members 
re-joining the Branch, enabling Victoria to surpass last year’s membership total of 2300. 

The entire Branch is focused on our 2016 commemorative activities to mark the 50th anni-
versary of the battle of Long Tan; a special Victorian Branch Logo and 2016 Members 
Badge have been struck, with the latter bringing special member benefits during year. The 
Victorian State Government is fully supportive of the commemorative activities and has 
provided funds for all of the activities along with significant support from staff of the De-
partment of Premier and Cabinet Veterans Unit. 

Large crowds attended the gravesite vigils in February when 98 Vietnam veterans buried 
in 35 Victorian cemeteries were honoured with simultaneous services. Many next of kin 
and veteran mates travelled from interstate to attend. 

The commemorative quilt which contains a patch from all 27 sub-branches is being dis-
played across the state, and will be laid up at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum in 
November. 

Vetride 2016 travelled from Melbourne to Canberra in March where it was joined by riders 
from Queensland and a group of ADFA cadets for the final ride to Old Parliament House for 
lunch in the members’ dining room. The riding tops bore ribbons from the Boer War to the 
present.  

  
 

The Victorian Education Team accompanied Vetride providing education presentations 
along the way and also attended schools in the ACT. Always in heavy demand, the E Team 
now has its own Mercedes Benz display vehicle which is adorned with Vietnam era pictures 
and draws interested spectators wherever it is parked.  

In April, Vietnam and Vietnamese veterans were honoured in the Victorian state parlia-
ment when both houses rose for 30 minutes to acknowledge the presence of the veterans 
and the contribution of the Vietnamese community.   

A special luncheon to acknowledge our partners and carers in June, followed by a civic re-
ception at the National Gallery of Victoria in July lead into a special Vietnam Veterans Day 
2016 when a march will be conducted along St Kilda Road to the Melbourne Shrine of Re-
membrance: 521 white crosses with a national flag and a hand knitted poppy attached, 
and a replica of the Long Tan Cross will be placed in the lawns of the Shrine. 

            Continues page 24 
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Victoria report continues 

A tour group of 10 Victorian secondary school students who were chosen as winners of 
the Victorian Branch Vietnam War History Competition will tour Vietnam in September 
along with three teacher/chaperones and two support staff members. 

The unveiling of a commemorative plaque during a service of thanksgiving in St Pauls’ 
Cathedral in September will be followed by a special National Vietnam Veterans Museum 
open day in early November and a family day at the Seymour races to round out the 
year, with all races named in honour of Vietnam veterans. A professional photographer 
has been engaged to record the years’ commemorations and a book of the year in photo-
graphs will be published in February 2017.   

The Victorian Branch 2016 commemorative port, a delightful drop from Pfeiffer’s Winery 
at Rutherglen in the heart of Victoria’s renowned fortified wines region, has sold like hot-
cakes with members of the national council giving it the thumbs up at a tasting in Can-
berra. 

 “Buster” an assistance dog purchased and trained in partnership with the Partners of 
Veterans Association, has completed training and is now partnered with a younger veter-
an. 

The Branch is proud to be a major sponsor of the stage play “ Foxholes of the Mind” a 
play which focusses on the impact of PTSD, which is touring regional Victoria, and is also 
proud to be involved with the recording and first public performance of “Echoes of Con-
flict” a musical reference to the Vietnam War. 

The National Vietnam Veterans Museum has conducted major works on the roof, and car-
parks and installed solar power as part of major works funded by the state government. 
The museum has recently taken delivery of an M113 APC and will shortly have on site a 
Caribou aircraft. The wings of the Canberra Bomber which is being refurbished at the 
museum are scheduled to be reattached soon. A Vietnam era MK3 International truck-
which has been completely refurbished and returned to running order by the West Gipps-
land Sub-Branch will also soon be on display, as will the re-painted “Huey”, returned to 
its Vietnam era RAAF livery.  

 

Editors note: The Victoria Branch report to the National Council in May 2016 contained a 
comprehensive, 11 page, report on activities, unfortunately there is insufficient space in 
this magazine however full details of activities and projects is available from the Victorian 
branch. 

The Victorian Branch 2016 commemora ve 

membership badge will be provided free to all 

financial ordinary members of the branch as a 

keepsake and also a visible sign that the wearer 

is an involved and suppor ve member of the 

branch and our 21016 commemora ve pro‐

gram.  The badge will bring with it a range of 

benefits for the wearer. 
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Le er to the Editor from V.V.A.A. Geelong Victoria. 

We read with interest an item in the Winter 2015 edi on of Debrief, supplied by the Launceston Sub Branch 
claiming they were the ‘longest opera ng VVAA Sub Branch’. The writer, Terry Byrne, claims that the Launceston 
Sub Branch held its first mee ng on 20th May, 1980. 

Here at the Geelong & District Sub Branch we wish to share our history and claim that prior to the forma on of 
the VVAA there already exited a group of Vietnam Veterans who had formed an associa on. This Associa on was 
known as the Geelong Vietnam Associa on which was established in 1975, under the presidency of Neil Smith. 

 At a later date a second associa on of Vietnam veterans was established in Melbourne, with a sub branch in Gee‐
long, in 1979.This group was known as the Vietnam Veterans Ac on Associa on. This associa on, under the Presi‐
dency of Richard ‘Dick’ Brady, was the result of percep ons that exposure to toxic chemicals during the Vietnam 
war was the cause of health problems for veterans and their children. A name change followed with the group 
becoming the ‘Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia’, the word ‘ac on’ apparently being considered too 
poli cal by some. 

A er the Sydney ‘Welcome Home ‘Parade in 1987 the two associa ons began to hold joint mee ngs and 1990 the 
two groups amalgamated  and became ‘The Geelong & District Vietnam veterans Associa on of Australia’. 

 While the names have changed we would argue that the origins of the Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia 
can be traced back to at least 1979, and at stretch to 1975. Last year the Geelong Sub Branch celebrated our 40th 
Anniversary. 

To celebrate the 40th Anniversary we held a special ’Anniversary Luncheon’ and invited all the Associa on’s past 
Presidents to a end: 

1975 ‐ 76  Neil Smith    Present 
1977 – 78  Ken Bea y    Apology 
1979 – 80  Jeffrey Fry    RIP 
1983 ‐  86  Ray Amus    Apology 
1980 – 84  Richard Brady   Apology 
1985 – 87  Alan Wa     Present 
1987 – 88  Col Pearson    Present 
1988 – 90  Bre  Nolan    Present 
1990 – 91  Graham Brown   RIP 
1991 – 94  Russell Mackay   Apology 
1994 – 96  Alan Hughes    Present 
1996 – 98  Les Fuller    Present 
1998 – 2002  Peter Sullivan   Present 
2002 – 2004  Rodney Meeke   Apology 
2004 – 2006  Kevin Bate    Apology 
2006 – 2007  Michael Mu on   RIP 
2008 – 2010  Peter Sullivan   Present 
2011 – 2012  Ken Baker    Present 
2013 – present Rieny Nieuwenhof   Present 
9 Past Presidents ‐ present; 4 Past Presidents – RIP; 7 Past Presidents – apology. 

 

There were also a number of poli cians and City Councillors there to help us celebrate this milestone. Many mem‐
bers and affiliates and friends were also present. A most enjoyable day for all. 

While we do not wish to steal the limelight from our fellow veterans in Launceston we believe the Geelong Sub 
Branch is the ‘oldest’ Vietnam Veterans Associa on, with our beginnings, albeit under a different name, estab‐
lished in 1975. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rieny Nieuwenhof ‐ President 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA REPORT 

Readers should note that State reports are supplied by the respective State Presidents and published in 
Debrief as received by the editor and the editorial committee. That is, the text of these reports are unedit-
ed or abridged, unless the author has specifically requested any editing. In these cases editing has been 
for literary purposes only and the intent of the content remains unaltered. Where a report has been edited 
a note to this effect has been appended to the foot of the report and signed Editor. 

The recent amalgamation of the Northern Territory with South Australia has taken place and 

we welcome the members from the Northern Territory. 
 

On Saturday the 23rd of April we had the official opening of the ANZAC Centenary Memorial 

Garden Walk, which stretches from the State War Memorial on North Terrace, down Kintore 

Avenue to the Torrens Parade Ground.  We must thank the present Governor Huie Van Le for 

donating 10 metres of the Government House land to the project, and to Sir Eric Neal and all 

the members of the Veterans Advisary Council, for their persistence in bringing the walkway to 

fruition.  The walkway is a credit to everyone involved and has made a very dowdy street into 

a place of great interest, and it will only get better as all the shrubbery matures, and the Darda-

nelles Cenotaph is added to complete the project. 
 

Ward 17 is still an ongoing drama.  Glenside Hospital is the venue and we can only trust the 

government that this site is correct.  There has been much consultancy and controversy over 

this site and hopefully it will end up being beneficial to all who use the facility. 
 

All Sub Branches are going well.  Northern Suburbs Sub Branch is continuing their good work 

in the Community, with their lawn mowing and elderly transport services, and younger veter-

ans from nearby Edinburgh are keeping their Pension Officers busy.  Riverland Sub Branch is 

experiencing a decline in membership, as are we all, but they are requesting an urgent change 

to the Constitution to allow non-Vietnam veterans to join the Association as full members.   
 

The Bunnings sausage sizzles are helping to keep the Association financially buoyant, and we 

thank all who are involved in these days. 
 

V.V.A.A.(S.A.) will continue to sponsor a child through the A.V.C.A.T. Long Tan Bursary, alt-

hough our source of income to provide this bursary has changed, since last years final Vi-

etnam Veterans Day Concert, which was the main contributor, we have plans afoot for another 

income source and hopefully this will occur later this year. 
 

Badge Day for the Association will be Friday 19th August. 
 

Paul Coppock OAM 

STATE PRESIDENT 
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TASMANIA REPORT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY REPORT 

At rela vely short no ce, ACT Branch President Kevin Gill announced that, as he was depar ng Can‐

berra to live overseas, he was resigning his Presidency. 

Recently it was made clear to me that I should take steps to clarify what the members wished to do 

regarding their branch. 

To that end I have dra ed a suitably worded le er to seek instruc ons from those iden fied as cur‐

rent or recent members. 

Un l I have received those instruc ons, I, as the longest serving ac ve life member, will take it up‐

on myself, to represent to the best of my ability, the interests of those iden fied as current or re‐

cent members. 

Pete Ryan 

23 May 2016 

Another Year has passed and our Membership is s ll sta c. 

The loss of fellow Veterans has been unfortunately steady, & the health of others is s ll concerning. 
 

This year we have been seriously discussing the future direc ons & responsible closure and hand 

over, with the main aim of the protec on of our assets & legal obliga ons regarding the above 

ma er. 
 

We have read with concern the Government and it’s dancing around with veteran’s issues, and that 

we have to go through uncertainty with another imminent uncertain Elec on looking more obvious. 

The hard work of Combined ESO’s they have done appears to be no closer to success on their points. 
 

Concern also is the constant changing of the Guard of the Veterans Affairs Minister Posi on, which 

sincerely does not help Veterans and delays Ma ers. 
 

Most Sub Branches have been successful with their applica on for grants to assist the Celebra on of 

the 50th Anniversary of the Ba le of Long Tan. 18th August 2016. 
 

Praise must be given to those Vietnam Veterans who give up endless hours working with Veterans of 

War & there Claims & welfare issues it is a reless task, thank you to you ALL. 
 

We wait for direc ons and no fica on of the Na onal plan for Closure in the Future. 
 

Anzac Day was Celebrated all around the State and very good number a ending both Dawn & Main 

Services, very good comradeship was had by all. 

 

Brian Harper OAM. – Tasmania President VVAA. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA REPORT 

 

The past 12 months have been posi ve for the Western Australian Branch. Membership numbers 

are slightly down on the previous 12 month period but stable. We do get regular phone calls from 

veterans/members, checking to see if they have renewed for the current year or forgo en. 

Our 2015 Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day Service was well a ended, being dedicated to 1 RAR to 

acknowledge the 50th anniversary of their deployment to South Vietnam. 1 RAR veteran, Mr. Jack 

Panosian, gave an enlightening reflec on of the Ba alions 1965 tour. 

The W.A. Minister for Veterans, Hon Joe Francis MLA, delivered the Memorial Day address. Joe’s 

father, a Naval Officer, served on the “Gun line” during the Vietnam War. It was also pleasing to 

have family members of CPO.  R. H. Hunt, who was killed when his ship was “accidentally” a acked 

by a US plane, a end the service. 

During the year the V.V.A.A. W.A. have undertaken an involvement with the Wandoo Reintegra‐

onal Facility, visi ng the facility to give talks to the residents. Again in 2016, the V.V.A.A. W.A. 

were asked to arrange a Sunset ANZAC Service on the 24th April. Nego a ons are currently taking 

place to have work details from Wandoo, carry out gardening at ANZAC Co age. 

In January and early February, there was much ac vity at ANZAC Co age, with tradesmen and 

members working to complete renova ons, pain ng and gardening in prepara on for the Cen‐

tenary of the Co age on February the 12th. Centenary ac vi es included a cocktail party on Friday 

evening, the 12th, an Open Day on Saturday, with a Concert in the Park at the end of the street in 

the evening, A street party was held on Sunday a ernoon, with the birthday cake, a “replica” of the 

Co age, being cut by the guest of honour, Marjorie Williams, daughter of Private John Porter. 

To mark the occasion, James Blundell wrote and released a song “ANZAC Co age”, performing it at 

the Co age and at the Saturday evening concert. 

The Western Australian Veterans Advisory Council has now been opera ng for about 18 months 

and delivering results for ESO’s and veterans in the state.  

Of importance, has been to free up access to the ANZAC Day Trust Fund, for all ESO’s, as previously 

these funds had been shared by a minority group of ESO’s. A major recent result was to challenge 

the State Housing Department on their decision to include veteran’s pensions as income, when as‐

sessing payments and eligibility for housing. Due to the work of Max Ball, VAC Chairman, this deci‐

sion was overturned. 

ANZAC Day 2016 in Perth was marred by the weather. The Dawn Service was dry but the rain 

se led in as the morning progressed, resul ng in reduced numbers of veteran’s marching and pub‐

lic par cipa on.  

The V.V.A.A. W.A. had 4 genera ons of one family in our con ngent for the Parade. Veteran Gayne 

Doyle, with his Son, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren, forming the colour party.  

The weather had some effect on the a er March func on, with a no ceably smaller crowd a end‐

ing, this did affect our ANZAC Day fund raising efforts but s ll a good result. 
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WA Report con nued 

In the lead up to ANZAC Day, the RSL W.A. hold Sunset Services at the State War Memorial, these ser‐

vices commenced in 2014. The V.V.A.A. W.A. registered concern with the RSL W.A. regarding the 22nd 

April 2016 service being dedicated to the Ba le of Long Tan. We considered it inappropriate, as the an‐

niversary of Long Tan is in August. It is also interes ng to note the RSL in conjunc on with St Georges 

Cathedral, held a Service to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War, in No‐

vember 2015. Can other people get it right? 

Planning and work is now underway for August events in commemora on of the 50th Anniversary of 

the Ba le of Long Tan and Commemora on of the Vietnam War. Co‐opera on between other associat‐

ed groups, has been important, to ensure minimal clash of dates and events. Two proposed V.V.A.A. 

W.A. events have had to be mothballed as they did not fit the DVA funding criteria. 

Unfortunately W.A. Government funding and assistance for the Vietnam Commemora ve event has 

been non‐existent. We are considering an alterna ve funding op on to enable one of these projects to 

go ahead. 

In all a successful year in W.A. but as with all V.V.A.A. state branch’s, we need to plan ahead, allowing 

for reducing membership numbers and dwindling member support, in maintaining an ac ve state exec‐

u ve and service delivery to our members and veteran community. 

 

Richard Williams. 

President. 

May 2016.  

ANZAC Co age 

38 Kalgoorlie Street 

                     MT. Hawthorn WA 
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NEW SOUTH WALES REPORT 

General Trends 
 
 2015 to 2016 has continued to be one of declining numbers for the Vietnam Veterans Associa-
tion of NSW. Not only are we losing members but those that remain find that there are less and 
less able bodies to take up the work of an Ex-Services Organization at the Pension/Welfare 
and Administration level.  
 
 I guess that I probably stand out as the perfect example of what happens as we reach that age 
in life where we make the decision to take bigger bites of the elephant carcass and chew hard-
er and faster or the more sensible of us take even smaller bites and then leave the table to 
come back again when we are hungry again. 
 
 More and more we are having to rationalize what it is that we not only want to do as an ESO 
but can physically and emotionally handle doing. 
 
 To date we have been advised that both Macarthur and Hunter Valley Sub Branches have de-
cided that they are not taking on any more “ESO Pension Work”. When they have cleared their 
books of the current claims that they are overseeing they will then forward new claimants to 
their supporting RSL Sub Branches that have the necessary qualified personnel. 
 
 With the closure late last year of Ryde Eastwood this leaves St Marys alone as the only opera-
tional VVAA ESO in the Sydney basin. 
 
 Thankfully at this point in time St Marys still has enough pension officers to cover the work 
coming in to the branch, but how long they will be able to manage this is any one’s guess. 
 

NSW Major Loss 
 We are not the only ones suffering this problem. Granville Federation recently lost one of its 
main work horses. Heather Graham passed away suddenly in early May. Heather was Gran-
ville’s Senior Advocate and did all of Granville’s interstate work requiring the oversite of a fully 
qualified advocate. From what my friends within the Granville Federation tell me, the loss of 
Heather is going to be felt differently, but almost as importantly as Tim McCombe. 
 
 NSW lost a great supporter of the Vietnam Veterans movement early this 
year, and I lost a friend and work colleague. Di Lawrence, or Sister Cud-
dles as she was known by and called by us medics at 1st Aust Fad Hospi-
tal who worked with Di passed away to lung cancer in March of this year. 
Di never smoked and to my knowledge nor did her husband of 40+ years 
Phillip Badcock.  
 
 Di was an active member of the Vietnam Veterans’ Association, 1 Aust 
Fad Hospital Association and the RAANC Association. 
 
 After the really tough days at I Aust Fad the medics Ds’ and Nursing Sis-
ters would retire to their various wet mess’s and get bloody plastered (less 
they think too much about the day they had just faced). Not Di Lawrence 
she would go off to the little chapel at the hospital and sit and cry and pray 
for hours. She never let the daily horror of the hospital destroy her faith. 
 
 The two sisters I worked most closely with were Di Badcock and Ann Healy. Ann travelled up 
from Warnambool just to attend the funeral in Bowral. 
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NSW Report continued. 
 
Last week St Marys Senior Vice President Ewe Schoenherr’s wife Christine passed away sud-
denly from a stroke. 
  
The problems this is starting to cause NSW and I would guess other states like us who have 
continued to go it alone is that we are losing Volunteers faster than we can recruit them, so it 
won’t be long till the announcement “that the last pension officer has left the building, thank you 
and good night. 
 

NSW Ini a ves 
For all veterans in NSW the greatest initiative undertaken has been Defence Care now formally 
known as RSL Defence Care. The working relationship between this branch of the RSL and all 
other ESO’s has been nothing short of amazing. Where the management of RSL NSW had 
maintained a fairly hard line between themselves and other ESO’s and in particular the Vi-
etnam Veteran based ESO’s that has softened somewhat in the last year or two. However, the 
relationship between ourselves and RSL Defence Care has been one of mutual assistance to 
the benefit of all veterans. RSL Defence Care have started an initiative to which yours truly has 
volunteered to become apart off. This program is a Veteran Mentoring Program. Under this pro-
gram (which is being supported by the St John of God Hospitals) the “Mentor” under goes a 
three-day training program. When this is completed he or she is introduced to their “to be Men-
tored Client” who has been specifically matched to the “Mentor” where if either party feels un-
comfortable the process is stopped and new partners are chosen. The Mentor is asked to meet 
his or her Client from 3 to 5 times in the next 3 months at a neutral site for at least 30 minutes 
each time. At the end of the 3 months an evaluation is made and a decision whether to move 
forward or move on.  
 

Greg Cant   
NSW Branch 
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

Home of the V.V.A.A. NSW Branch 

Drivers leaving the M4 Western Freeway at Mamre Road, St Mary’s (In Sydney’s outer western 
suburbs) might find themselves doing a ‘double take’ as they are confronted by what appears to 
be a complete railway sta on just north of the expressway. Located at the corner of Hall Street 
and Mamre Road, almost within sight of the freeway, yet a good couple of kilometres shy of the 
nearest running line, a number of railway items are on show for all to see. Domina ng the 
a rac ve ‘South Creek’ Railway Sta on here is a railway themed display organised and main‐
tained by the Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia, St Mary’s Outpost Sub‐Branch Inc. 

South Creek was the original name of what is now St Mary’s township, and the sta on and car‐
riages host the local facili es of the Associa on. The creek for which the sta on and region were 
named actually runs past the museum, which essen ally fronts the St Mary’s RSL Club. It is a 
small, yet surprisingly diverse collec on of equipment, featuring: 

· Former BHP Newcastle 0‐4‐0T steam locomo ve Number 16; 
· Tulloch double‐deck EMU trailer car T4823; 
· ODS2257 (ex‐OFS2257), an RUB Daylight Express carriage; and 
· EPT1481, a 1913‐vintage wooden‐bodied guards van (formerly EHO669, 

converted for use DEB Set railcars for a me and renumbered 1481 during 1966 before being 
condemned in 1982 
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VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS 

Check www.vvaa.org.au for further information 
 

QUEENSLAND 
Remembrance House: - 61 Progress Road Burpengary QLD4505 – 0738886004 9am – 1pm 
Zac’s Place: - Located 715 Ross River Road, Kirwan, Townsville – 0747230569 – 8 -11.30am 

 
Standown Park - Located 91 Radke Road, Kia Ora  
Contact Rod (ex 9RAR) and Pam Elkington 07 5486 5144 or 0417 718127 
Cockscomb Veterans Camp - Located 23km from Rockhampton.  
Contact Allan Evans 07 4934 4941 for directions 
Pandanus Park – Follow the three red stripes from Mareeba, no facilities, take all and remove 
your rubbish. This is an isolated retreat in Cape York  
Sapphire Gemfields - Located behind the post office at the RSL 
Contact Peter Johnson ex 6RAR 0439 797175  
Alaric Homestead Veterans Retreat at Quilpie - Contact Duty Officer 07 4656 4740 
Rocky Creek War Memorial Park - Located at located at Tolga. Caretaker on site 
Homestead Caravan Park - Located along the Landsborough Highway at Barcaldine Qld. Res-
ervations ph. Ben or Thanh on 07 4651 1308 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Raymond Deed Retreat - This retreat is located at Dareton. Phone the caretakers Col and 
Robyn Dunkley 03 5027 4983 
Murraguldrie Veterans Retreat - Located on the edge of the Murraguldr ie State Forest. 
Contact: Gordon Irvin 0428 381 292 Pop Pearson 0401 100 541 & Keith Poole 0418 692 566 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Bubblagowrie Vietnam Veterans Village - Located between Stansbury and Giles Point 
Yorktown. Contact owner Chris Soar ex vet of Malaya 08 8853 4379 or 0419 853294 
Camp Andrew Russell – Located 35km SE of Loxton, Contact John Hough 0409 098 093 
 

TASMANIA 
Tasmania Veterans Retreat – Located Interlaken, Contact Robin O’Connor 03 6224 0881 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Camp Hart – Located Shire of Kulin SE Perth 
Contact Roger Lingard 08 9527 8000 0419 944 627 
Paddy’s Flat Meekatharra - Contact Chr is Atkins Caretaker and veteran on 08 9980 1220 
Bruce Rock: Located 254 Km from Per th in the wheat belt. Vets always welcome but each 
year in November they conduct a Vietnam Veterans activity. Most stay at the Bruce Rock Cara-
van Park Ph. 08 9061 1070  

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Roper Retreat - Located off the Northern territory Highway Contact Tony 0401 100514 or Jim-
bob 0419 414209  
Coral House - Located 107 Bagot Rd, Ludmilla. Contact Jack Hamilton 08 8948 0050. 
Darwin Retreat - Pioneer Beach, western side of Cox Peninsula. The actual site used by the 
Vets is back from the beach about 5Km in from the turn off that continues to Mandorah  
 

Share your experience — if you visit a veteran friendly retreat, holiday part or a free camp area, 
please send a short story and photos to the Debrief Editor debrief@vvaa.org.au. Ed. 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           33 

          VIETNAM VETERANS FAMILY MEDALLION 
During World War 1, the Australian Government, through the De-
partment of Defence issued the Female Relatives Badge to the wife 
or mother (or the nearest female relative) of those on active service 
overseas and this tradition continued on into World War 11. Bars 
were added for each additional member serving overseas in the war 
effort. 
There were two badges issued during World War 1. One was issued 
to the nearest female relative of soldiers, airmen, nurses and mas-
seuses who left Australia for active service abroad, the other to the 
nearest female relative of members of the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) who had enlisted for general naval sea service for at least a 
period of the war, and who actually performed service outside of 
Australian waters. A bar was suspended below the badge to indicate 
additional relatives abroad involved in the war effort.  
During World War 1, a Mothers’ and Widows Badge was issued to 
the mother and/or the widow of all members of the Australian Impe-
rial Force (AIF) or the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary 
Force who had been killed in action, or subsequently died of wounds 
sustained. The badges were suspended from a white metal bar which 
bore laurel leaves. Stars were added to the bottom metal bar, each 
representing the death of one man.  
During the Second World War there was only one badge issued to 
the nearest female relative of members of the RAN, Australian Impe-
rial Force (AIF), (including members of the Australian Nursing Ser-
vice), and the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) on active duty 
abroad. 
 

The World War 11 Badge was round and silver in colour. Suspended from two securing rings from the bottom of the 
badge was a flat rectangular bar to which stars were added representing the number of relatives involved in the war effort, 
as with bars for the World War 1 badge. The badge bore the words “to the women of Australia”. 
(Trade Mark MThe                 The Mothers and Widows Badge of the Second World War was issued to the mother and/or 
widow of a member of the (RAN), (AIF), (including the Australian Army Nursing Service), Citizens Military Forces, or 
RAAF killed in action, or died of wounds or from other causes whilst on service or as a result of such service. (Courtesy 
of the Australian War Memorial web page) 
 
All of these badges have one thing in common, they featured a metal bar or stars. Bars or stars were added for overseas 
service or those killed in action or died of wounds.  
No female relatives’ badges were issued during or after the Vietnam War, the War in Iraq or the War in Afghanistan. It is 
time for this miscarriage to be rectified, even if belatedly so. Not just only for recognition of mothers, but specifically 
extended to include recognition of wives, partners, children and grandchildren of veterans of these conflicts, particularly 
the Vietnam War. 
 
The Vietnam Veteran Family Medallion (vvfm) has been designed to recognise and honour the families of Vietnam veter-
ans and follows a long established tradition tracing its history back to the start of World War 1. This tradition celebrated 
its 100 year anniversary in 2014. 
 
Stars will be added to the bottom bar to identify your relationship to your Vietnam veteran. A gold star represents a moth-
er, wife or partner of a Vietnam veteran. A silver star in the bottom bar will identify the son or daughter of a Vietnam vet-
eran and a bronze star represents a grandchild of a Vietnam Veteran. The cardboard presentation box maintains the deliv-
ery protocol of service medals for World War 11, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. 
 
THE RETAIL PRICE OF THE VIETNAM VETERAN FAMILY MEDALLION, IS $97.00. This includes handling, 
packaging and postage by Australia Post. TO APPLY FOR THE VVFM YOU MUST BE A MOTHER, WIFE, PART-
NER, CHILD OR GRANDCHILD OF A VIETNAM VETERAN. The information supplied by the applicant in the 
application form will be checked against the NOMINAL ROLL OF VIETNAM VETERANS.   
 
WANT TO KNOW MORE: 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, HISTORY, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ORDER FORM. GO TO: 

www.vvfm.com.au 

     Actual size…80 mm high by 50 mm 
w



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           34 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           35 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   WINTER 2016 

                                           36 


