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National Presidents Report
As you would be aware the twice yearly hard copy V.V.A.A. National magazine Debrief will
no longer be produced in that format.
The final hard copy of Debrief has been produced and mailed to members and this new
electronic version will continue in it’s place.
Being very aware of our obligation as a National Executive to ensure our members are kept
aware of current and interesting events we now move to a new way to fulfil this obligation.
Over the past 12 months or so I have, as National President produced a monthly report on
my activities and this has been distributed to states for on forwarding to sub branches and
members, it has also been added to the V.V.A.A. web site, it is my intention to continue this
report, in an expanded format, under the Debrief banner.
I have an expectation that sub branches will ensure their members receive this information
by whatever means they see necessary.
I will keep the dedicated email address open for contributions and would encourage state
branches to maintain such information as the branch/sub branch directories available on
their individual web sites.
I am well aware of the fact that their will be criticism of the decision to change Debrief in
any way and will do all in my power to ensure our members and supporters are kept informed and aware of matters that effect their lives and future, feel free to email me with
your comments and criticisms to debrief@vvaa.org.au.
You would also be aware that the National Merchandising system is in transition however I
am confident that there are enough supply of suitable merchandise and memorabilia available within our sub branch network to keep supplies available.
THE COVER PHOTO—The Cherry Tree Walk
An avenue of cherry trees were planted, one to commemorate each Australian who died in the service of
their country during that tragic conflict.
The trees were planted on either side of a cycle/walking track with rest areas specifically designed to accommodate family picnics. A large section of parkland has been set aside for ceremonial purposes.
Incorporated into the design of the Memorial is a Monument, inscribed with the names of the Australians
who gave their lives in the service of their country.

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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NATIONAL PRESIDENTS DIARY NOTES
2 June 2016
1000 hours, Arrived at the Richmond RAAF Base for the repatriation service to “Bring them Home”
The two aircraft arrived on time and the families received their loved ones with due military protocols being
observed, Bob Shewring from the Northern Territory and myself represented the V.V.A.A during the service.
3 June 2016
1000 hours, Arrived at the Rookwood Cemetery in Sydney War Graves area for the reinterment of 8
Vietnam war dead, Again Bob Shewring and myself represented the V.V.A.A.
1400 hours again at the Rookwood cemetery attended, with Bob Shewring the reinterment of Private
Neville Horne 1RAR
1900 hours attended the annual commemorative dinner of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)
veterans association at Canley Vale Sydney representing the V.V.A.A.
5 June 2016
1000 hours Attended the memorial service for Corporal Robert Bowtell RAE at the All Saints Chapel
Holsworthy Barracks, Sydney following his repatriation from Malaysia on ThuRsday and private family reinterment on Friday in Sydney.
6 June 2016
0900 hours, attended a meeting in Sydney with the Australian ambassador elect to Vietnam Mr Craig Chittick OAM to discuss our attitude to the present government in Vietnam and any future options that may
present.
15 June 2016
1000 hours, attended a meeting of the ESORT Hearing Services Working Group at DVA Canberra, the
group was briefed by Professor Harvey Dillin and Dr Christopher Lind, both experts in their fields of audiology and their briefing were of considerable benefit to the meeting. Further details relevant to hearing services are included in this edition of Debrief.
21 June 2016
1400 hours. Attended a meeting at DVA Canberra related to the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
the battle of Long Tan, principle subject is the commemorations in Canberra and related 6RAR commemorations at Enoggera Qld.
28 June 2016
0845 hours, Attended the Defence Force Continuum from injury through rehabilitation and recovery forum in Canberra, covers the broad spectrum of rehabilitation and recovery programs to wounded injured or ill ADF
members and their families.

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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INDEXATION OF MEDICAL FEES.
Further to your request for clariﬁca on about arrangements rela ng to the pause on indexa on of DVA
medical fees.
I can conﬁrm that the 2016/17 budget measure extends the current indexa on pause of Medicare fees
for a further two years from July 2018 to July 2020, and this will also apply to DVA medical and optometry fees. This measure does not include DVA dental and allied health arrangements. Indexa on for these
fees will recommence on 1 July 2018.
I can also conﬁrm that there is no change to the arrangements by which health providers agree to provide DVA services. DVA fees con nue to represent the full payment for services provided to an eligible
Gold or White Card holder and there should be no addi onal charges to the cardholder.
DVA is monitoring this situa on and I would appreciate you passing on any feedback you receive regarding health providers reques ng a co-payment from veterans or refusing to accept Gold or White Cards.
Craig Orme DSC AM CSC
Deputy President
Repatria on Commission
Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs
10-6-2016

The NSW Vietnam Veterans Associa on
The Ingleburn Military Heritage Precinct is all that is le of the once famous Ingleburn Army Camp. In
honour of the Vietnam heroes whose bodies have been returned to Australia at last we have today
lowered the ﬂags at the Precinct to half mast.
Most of the soldiers may well have trained at Ingleburn camp or been there as the School of infantry
was located at Ingleburn during the Vietnam era as was the RAR Reinforcement Wing (where I served
for 18 months).
Also I Signals regiment was there and I had some mates who worked in 1 Sigs and I know they operated
a reinforcement wing also. One of the bodies was that of a 20 year old Campbelltown man.
I am not sure whether it is the correct protocol or not but to be honest I don't care as I believe very
strongly that we need to take every opportunity to honour the soldiers who fought in Vietnam and
par cularly those who gave the supreme sacriﬁce.
Again I believe that this is what The Precinct was saved for and I trust that your associa on has no objec on to this.
Yours sincerely
Brian Ba le
Ingleburn Military Precinct Associa on
27/14 Boundary Road
Liverpool NSW 2170
ba lebb7@gmail.com

0296016404
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Editors Note: The V.V.A.A. Na onal Vice President Max Ball is colla ng details and can be
contacted by email at vicepresident1@vvaa.org.au
If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
Don’t forget to advise him if the address changes.
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CONSIDER YOUR HEARING AID CHOICES.
From the Editor: Over the past months I have been part of a Department of Veterans Aﬀairs Hearing
Services Working Group and a recent mee ng iden ﬁed the following informa on as important for
our readers to consider. There is a degree of false informa on being distributed and this o en results in an addi onal, and unwarranted, cost to DVA Clients.
…………………………………….
If you are a client of the Hearing Services Program who has been assessed as having a hearing loss
that could beneﬁt from a hearing device, you will have access to a fully subsidised hearing device
with a range of features to help you manage your hearing loss. All fully subsidised devices available
under the program are of a high quality and are required to meet a set of performance and technical standards.
Your service provider might also give you the op on to purchase a par ally subsidised hearing device, which may have more technological features to suit your individual lifestyle choices. Purchasing par ally subsidised hearing devices is a ma er of personal choice, and you are under no obligaon to do so.
You should not automa cally assume that a par ally subsidised hearing device will help you reach a
be er hearing outcome any more than a fully subsidised hearing device might. Some recent studies
found that older adults with mild to moderate sensorineural hearing loss obtained as much improvement in speech understanding, listening eﬀort and quality of life with hearing aids that are
equivalent to the fully subsidised devices oﬀered under the program, as they did with hearing aids
that are equivalent to devices which are par ally subsidised by the program.
The features in par ally subsidised hearing aids can be costly (as a result of research, marke ng and
manufacturing costs, which are passed on to the consumer), and therefore these hearing aids can
be very expensive. If you have been recommended a par ally subsidised hearing device, you should
ask your hearing provider why they have recommended this device for you and consider if the beneﬁt you might gain from such a device is worth the increased price
DVA Rehabilita on Appliances Program (RAP)
Eligible DVA clients can access Alterna ve Listening Devices (ALDs) via the DVA Rehabilita on Appliances Program (RAP).
An ALD is one which is designed to help the user hear be er in a speciﬁc situa on (e.g. a headset
for the television, or a personal ampliﬁer for people who cannot manage hearing devices or do not
wish to wear them). They may be used in conjunc on with hearing devices or as an alterna ve to
them.
RAP is administered by DVA for eligible members of the veteran community. Provision of ALDs under RAP is subject to DVA eligibility and individual hearing loss.
To access ALDs under RAP, your hearing services provider can contact the RAP team on
1300 550 457 (Metro) or 1800 550 457 (regional).
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY– JULY
31 July 1962 The advance party of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV)
arrives in South Vietnam.
Colonel Ted Serong, Commander of AATTV, ﬂies into Saigon, ahead of the main body
of the AATTV, which would arrive on 3 August. The arrival of "the Team" signalled the
beginning of more than ten years of Australian involvement in the Vietnam War.

High Res mobile app and website
High Res is a new suite of resources to support the mental health and wellbeing of serving and exserving ADF members and their families.
The High Res website and companion app oﬀers interac ve tools and self-help resources to help users cope be er with stress, build resilience and bounce back from tough situa ons. The website also
provides a personal ‘dashboard’ where users can develop a resilience plan, set goals and track their
progress.
The High Res website is available on DVA’s At Ease mental health portal.
The High Res app is free from the iOS App Store and Android Google Play.

Operation Life ‐ Keep Calm , Stay Safe
The new Opera on Life mobile applica on (app) is designed to help those at risk
deal with suicidal thoughts and is recommended to be used with the support of a
clinician. The app provides on-the-go access to emergency and professional support and self-help tools to help users regain control, keep calm and take ac on to
stay safe. The app also contains web links to online resources, including informa on on suicide awareness, preven on training and counselling.
The app is available free from the App Store or Google Play.

Note: some features of this app may not be accessible on earlier model iOS and Android phones.
For more informa on about suicide awareness and preven on see the Opera on Life Online website.
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RE‐INTERNMENT OF WO11 KEVIN GEORGE CONWAY
On the 6th of June 2016 I was privileged to represent Na onal President Ken Foster OAM at
WO11 Conway’s re-internment at Cleveland Cemetery in Brisbane and the func on a erwards at the Redland RSL. It was with Military Honours that he was ﬁnally interned in Australian soil as this was his fourth internment. Family members spoke how he was ﬁrst buried
in Vietnam and the Government had several opportuni es to bring him home as he was reinterned in Singapore’s Ulu Pandan Cemetery in 1964 and when that Cemetery was closed
he was relocated to Kranji War Cemetery in 1975.
The moving Service was well a ended by many Vietnam Veterans including many AATTV
Assn members and also members of the VVMC.
Due to WO11 Conway being a ached to a US Special Forces Team when he was KIA the Service and func on was “live-streamed” to the USA to enable former team members to have
virtual par cipa on.
“LEST WE FORGET”
Bob Taylor
Deputy President
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Con nued on page 10
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