
DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   SUMMER 2015 

                                           1 

DEBRIEF 

Cover Story p3 

National President’s Reports p2 
Bloke’s Playgroup p5  
50th Anniversary Plans pp 16-18 
Branch Reports pp19-24 
And much more…. 

Patron: RADM Neil Ralph AO DSC RAN (RTD) 
Edited and Published By 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Inc. 
P.O. BOX 97 Minto NSW 2566 

ABN: 19 068 073 450 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   SUMMER 2015 

                                           2 

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events over the past months have reinforced in my 
mind the need to continually monitor the health and 
wellbeing of our association and in particular the 
individuals that have relied on it for support, infor-
mation and assistance over the years. 
The amalgamation of some branches and sub 
branches is happening as their membership bases 
contract and this will continue as time goes by. 
The administration and advocacy support roles re-
lied on by our members and their families continue 
and need to be managed, however a different model 
may be required and a different approach can result 
in an outcome to suit the needs.  
The recent decision by the National Council of the 
V.V.A.A. not to amend the national constitution to 
extend our ordinary membership base has con-
firmed the belief we better serve our membership as 
a Vietnam veterans organisation and maintain our 
integrity in that role. 
The younger veteran’s organisations, in some areas, 
are starting to assume some of the roles we have 
had in the past and I am confident younger veterans 
will, in time, and with our support, take on the roles 
we have had to now. 
I see in the future the V.V.A.A. contracting on the 
formal sub branch and branch level to a simpler 
administration base and the focus at other levels 
being on a more social and welfare support struc-
ture, this can be a good thing as, in my mind, the 
primary aim from now should be to support the in-
dividual members and their families. 
We may not need to “Fight like hell for the living” 
as much as in the past but we can ensure we contin-
ue to provide support and assistance where needed. 
2016 will be a significant year for the V.V.A.A. We 
have the repatriation of our war dead from Malay-
sia and Singapore and later in the year the 50th anni-
versary of the Battle of Long Tan, both significant 
and emotional events for our members and their 
families, Take care of yourselves and check your 
mates are OK.   
To those that decide in the New Year to scale back 
their official activities within the association I say 
thank you for your service and rather than feel any 
guilt in that decision feel a sense of satisfaction in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Foster OAM JP National President VVAA 

your past achievements. 
To the executive members at all levels of the associa-
tion and the membership in general, on behalf of my 
wife Phyll and myself I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas 2015 and a safe and prosperous New Year 
in 2016.  
VETERANS’ ROYAL COMMISSION WORK-
ING GROUP REPORT 
A recent letter received by me as National President of 
the V.V.A.A. read, IN PART, as follows: 
 The Australian Peacekeeper & Peacemaker Veterans’ 
Association (APPVA) Inc has instigated a Veterans’ 
Royal Commission Working Group (VRCWG). Our 
intent is to review the capabilities of the various com-
missions that fall under the auspice of the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs Portfolio, that being: The Repatri-
ation Commission, The Rehabilitation Compensation 
Group and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensa-
tion Commission.  
The letter was in the form of an agreement or letter of 
support and was received by email from Allan Thom-
as JP National President of the APPVA. 
I phoned Allan  and indicated I could not, on behalf of 
the V.V.A.A. agree to support the royal commission 
concept without more information, I indicated I need-
ed, as a minimum to see the proposed terms of refer-
ence and who was being asked to instigate the pro-
posed royal commission. 
Further to that I indicated I would need to consult the 
V.V.A.A. Membership. 
Soon after that discussion there was a similar request 
for an investigation by Senator Lambie and within 
days there was a fairly specific attack on me personal-
ly for not supporting the proposal and suggesting there 
may be further action against the V.V.A.A. relation-
ship with the APPVA by Mr Mike Quinn (National 
Vice President APPVA) who did note he was speak-
ing as an individual and not on behalf of the APPVA. 
Further discussion within the ex-service community 
has indicated little or no support for the proposed roy-
al commission. 
I am sure there will be ongoing discussion on this sub-
ject however I acted as I believe the vast majority of 
V.V.A.A. members would want me to and time will 
tell if my decision was correct. I have found in the 
past if I make an error of judgement in my role as 
VVAA National President I am quickly corrected and 
put back on track and that is as it should be. 

Ken Foster OAM JP 
National President 

*************** 
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The Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk start-
ed with a germ of an idea somewhere around 2006. 
The local Mayor realised we had Memorials in Sey-
mour, a garrison town, dating back to the Boer War, 
through WW1 and WW11, and Korea, but nothing 
for the Vietnam Conflict. 
He approached the Local RSL and Vietnam Veter-
ans Sub Branches and we then had several years of 
occasional thoughts about what we should do. 
Several things remained all through any discussions 
we had,  
 
1. Name everyone who served in the Vietnam thea-
tre,  
2. Rubber trees,  
3. Rice paddies  
4. Hueys. 
 
The spotted gum trees planted plantation style rep-
resent the rubber trees and the grasses represent the 
rice paddies. 
A committee was formed in the August of 2009 and 
the project was launched that same month, see pho-
tos.  
We turned the first sod in June of 2010 with the 
President of the Mitchell Sub Branch Ross Stewart, 
Mitchell Shire Council Mayor Bill Melbourne and 
Commander of the Puckapunyal Military area Brig-
adier Mal Reardon.  
From there the fundraising began, local businesses 
and local people took on the challenge and we built 
the replica Luscombe Bowl without any grants or 
outside help. The Victorian Veterans Council was 
approached for the Memorial Cairn. They came 
onboard and they were very happy with the result, 
in fact the head of the Council did the unveiling, 
MajGen David Haddad.  
The pavers in the forecourt were part of our fund-
raising and we opened Stage 1 on the 9 March 2011. 
Attending were all the Politicians we could find, 
there was quite a few because they had something to 
hang their hats on, and the Federal President Ron 
Coxon, State President Bob Elworthy, and Colonel 
Mark Holmes from Puckapunyal. 
A very successful day. 
It was now the real heavy lifting had to be done, 

when we were building Luscombe Bowl we were on 
our own, no outside interference. Now that we had 
Governments on board the complications started, bu-
reaucracies are a beautiful thing. 
During 2010 Victoria went to the polls and we man-
aged to get election promises from both sides of Poli-
tics, quite a feat. That election promise gave us the 
funds to construct the remainder of the site. What you 
see today as the trees, grasses and the Digiglass walls.  
Initially we envisioned granite walls with the names 
engraved, much like other memorials. When we went 
to tender in July 2012 one of the tenderers came up 
with the Digiglass product. Once we had found out 
what DigiGlass was we embraced it unconditionally, 
but created another problem, where to get photos to go 
behind the names. Again the veteran community came 
to the rescue, we then had to sort out nearly 4000 pho-
tos to find less than eighty to tell the story of Vietnam. 
Stage 2 opening was on 31 March 2013, a stinking hot 
day in Seymour as everyone who attended will attest, 
but we still attracted over 4000 veterans and their fami-
lies who enjoyed a great opening and entertainment for 
the rest of the day and into the night. The highlight of 
which was Normie Rowe playing well over his allotted 
time on stage. 
Seymour has never seen anything like it. 
The artefacts came in slowly but we now have a Centu-
rion Tank, an M2A2 Howitzer, a Huey on a Stand in 

COVER STORY: 
SEYMOUR HAS  
NEVER SEEN ANY-
THING LIKE IT 

Continued p4……... 

Turning the first sod June 2010. L to R Mitchell Sub Branch 
President Ross Stewart, Mitchell Shire Council Mayor Bill 
Melbourne and Commander of the Puckapunyal Military 
area Brigadier Mal Reardon. Pic: Mitchell Sub-Branch 
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SEYMOUR HAS NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT! 
RAAF livery, a 40/60 Bofor in Navy livery and are 
expecting an APC in February of 2016. 
We have a copy of the Long Tan Cross, the con-
struction of which was supervised by the same man 
who built the original Cross, Barry McAvinue, the 
Partners of Veterans have placed a plaque adjacent 
to the stone recognising the wives, partners and 
families of veterans. The National Servicemen’s 
Assoc have placed a stone along the Walk and a 
paver as well. All sections of the Services involved 
in Vietnam have embraced the concept, something 

that has justified the heartache we went through 
fighting various Government bodies. 
On Vietnam Veterans Day each year we hold a lan-
tern ceremony at the Memorial Cairn and progress 
to the Remembrance Panel, involving the local 
schools who have embraced our Commemorative 
walk. 
As the word spreads various associations have held 
Remembrance services here at the walk and we 
help where we can. These ceremonies and the way 
Vietnam Veterans have embraced our concept justi-
fies all our hard work.  
Just recently we received an email from Kate 
O’Donoghue, the daughter of Paul Hanley, the 
medic nursing the young Vietnamese girl, one of 
our iconic photos on the wall. The Vietnam Veter-
ans Commemorative Walk is going down the gen-
erations. 
Mitchell sub branch told Debrief just before going 
to press that they had a “pick up” date for the APC 

from Bandiana and this Vietnam War icon will be in-
stalled in pride of place at the Walk in the very near 
future. 
Comment: This Commemorative Walk should be a 
“must visit” for every Vietnam Veteran, and our fami-
ly members, not only to pay respects to our 521 War 
Dead but also to those we have lost over the years 
since the end of War. What else can you say to all in-
volved, but “Well Done!!”   

Continued from p3………………. 

The Wall—Pic courtesy VVAA NT Huey —Pic courtesy VVAA NT 

Finding a mate—Pic courtesy VVAA  

*************** 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   SUMMER 2015 

                                           5 

BLOKES PLAYGROUP 
While “Men’s Sheds” are commonplace in Aus-
tralia’s Veteran’s society, few, if any, can lay 
claim to a history going back close to the start of 
the millennium. 

One, operated by the RAAF Vietnam Veterans’ 
Association of WA Inc, can make that claim with 
the group marking their fifteenth year since com-
ing into being as the “brainchild” of Vietnam Vet-
eran Peter Robinson, (9 SQN RAAF 1969-70 ) on 
21 April 2001. 

Peter takes up the story: “ in early 2001, our old 
washing machine spat the dummy. I went through 
the exercise and spent a bucket of money on a 

new one and almost threw the old one out, think-
ing, one day I’ll get around to fixing that.”  

Peter did fix the machine for the grand sum of 
$60.00. The next week Peter picked three “dead” 
washing machines up from the “verge bulk pick 
up”. He now had another problem: what to do 
with three washing machines that needed fixing.  

In no time at all, Peter had rounded up mates he 
served with to get together in his garage to fix 
washing machines. 

Many of the mates were ex RAAF tradesmen so 
they “knew tools”. Some of the Vets who heard 
about the operation on the grapevine and dropped 
in didn’t. This is where Peter’s motivation motto 
kicked in. “Give a Vet a purpose in life and 
through that will grow the key elements: friend-
ship, camaraderie and satisfaction.”  

Peter continues, “a tradie and non tradie would 

team up in ‘an on the job training exercise’, and 
when one of the non tradies completed a task and the 
machine worked, the look on his face was priceless. 
Here was the satisfaction. And the other two ele-
ments were ever present. We had struck gold in find-
ing that purpose in life for the Vets,” said Peter. 

“We donated the washing machines to the relief ef-
fort in East Timor,” Peter continued “with the Lions 
Club of Rockingham arranging shipping,” Peter con-
tinued. 

“Many of the washing machines also found good 
homes in various women’s refuges in suburban Perth 
and nearby regional centres,” stated Peter. 

“As the word spread so did the numbers of Vets turn-
ing up grew. Soon we had 8 to 10 every opening day 
and some just dropped in for a brew and a chat. No 
worries, that’s where the camaraderie came in,” Peter 
added. 

“Soon we were fixing bikes and all sorts of other kit. 
We had to move away from washing machines for 
the obvious reason, but there was never a shortage of 
items in the shed that needed work,” said Peter. 

While the shed is open on Tuesdays and Fridays 

throughout the year except for school holidays, mem-
bers are often on the telephone to each other, catch-
ing up for a chat. Apparently one wife has christened 
the shed, “The Bloke’s Playgroup.” 

For reasons beyond the control of the group, ship-
ments to Dili had to cease. No matter there was al-
ways another challenge for Peter and the team. 

Continued p12…. 

Rolling out another refurbished reel mower 

Over crowded workshop 
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OVERVIEW: ST MARYS OUTPOST 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

In 2004 the Outpost management put forward the 
idea of establishing a dedicated group of Outpost 
members to respond to requests from schools and 
community groups to provide appropriately skilled 
presenters and speakers on the Vietnam War Topic.  
Guest speakers for school Anzac and Commemora-
tion Services were also requested. 

Ignoring the advice of many 
old soldiers I volunteered my-
self and wife Nancy for the 
job.  Our combined service of 
60 plus years with the NSW 
Department of Education 
helped considerably with de-
veloping and establishing a 
presentation program suitable 
for senior students. 

Presentation content was ini-
tially reviewed by the NSW 
Board of Studies and the Histo-
ry Teachers Association to en-
sure that mandatory and op-
tional syllabus issues were ad-
dressed. 

Eleven years on the Outpost 
Education Program has 
achieved significant outcomes 
on behalf of the Vietnam Veteran 
Community.  Specifically, over 
that period 584 senior school presentations have 
been delivered to a combined total of more than 
52,000 secondary history students.  An average of 
50 plus schools per year. 

Two to three hours of presentation material on 
Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War and 
the impact of war on Veterans and their families 
are available to schools.  The average presentation 
time is around two hours.  Sessions include photos 
and 60’s music, audio visual history segments, a 
National Service birthday ballot, role play and 
dress up in Vietnam era military gear, memorabilia 
displays, Agent Orange and PTSD information, Q 
& A time and other associated audio visual clips. 

Initially the Outpost program was advertised to 
Metropolitan West senior schools and colleges both 
government and non-government.  Many of these 
educational settings have utilised the Outpost pro-

gram across 10 plus years.  By 2015 the program has 
established a considerable footprint across areas of 
Sydney and country NSW.  Yearly Outreach visits to 
Parkes, Gilgandra, Cooma, Illawarra and the Australi-
an War Memorial are part of the regular school circuit. 

The presentation program is offered free of any charge 
to students however schools and colleges do give dona-

tions to the Outpost as an expres-
sion of appreciation for the edu-
cational value they receive.  Do-
nations cover all costs associated 
with the delivery of the program 
and help support other sub 
branch initiatives. 

Like other veteran programs the 
work load of the Education Pro-
gram falls to those willing to de-
vote the time and energy and 
possess the necessary skills and 
knowledge base for quality 
presentations. 

Across the years a dozen or so 
members have been involved in 
program delivery.  Currently 
presentations are delivered by 2 
or 3 team members.  Guest 
speakers for school Anzac Ser-

vices are equally in demand. 

The changing leadership and man-
agement of the Outpost since 2004 has always fully 
supported and promoted the Education Program. 

A comprehensive memorabilia and resources kit has 
been gathered across the years courtesy of veterans 
spring cleaning their treasured items.  Students really 
enjoy the experience of role play dress up and hands on 
the Education Kit displays. 

Recently implemented, the National History syllabus 
identifies the Vietnam Topic as an optional study area 
for schools and remains a popular choice for teachers. 

The underpinned report to parents from Norwest Chris-
tian College is an example of the very positive feed-
back received regularly from schools/colleges.  The 
program outcomes noted earlier are also a clear indica-
tion of the value teachers place on the Outpost Pro-
gram. 
Story submitted by Vin Cos-

Continued p7…... 

Nancy and Vin kitting up a student 
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Continued from p6…... 

OVERVIEW: ST MARYS OUTPOST  
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

grove OAM, JP  
Ex 2RAR/NZ Anzac Battalion 67/68 

VVAA St Marys Outpost Sub Branch Education Program Manager & Leader, ably supported by wife Nancy, mem-
orabilia and resources co-ordinator; an essential female component of mixed gender presentations. 
VIETNAM VETERANS INCURSION 3/9/15 
This term in History, Stage 5 have been studying Australia during the Vietnam War era.  We have covered topics 
such as the responses of the Australian government to communism during the 1950s and how it led to our involve-
ment in Vietnam, as well as the role of Australian soldiers, divided public opinion on the war, and the impact of the 
conflict on veterans. 
Stage 5 had the opportunity to have history brought to life through Vin and Nancy Cosgrove from the St Marys Vi-
etnam Veterans Outpost.  They have been running a Vietnam Veterans Education Program for many years and 
were very pleased to be returning to the College for another visit.  Through engaging presentations on the interac-
tive whiteboards, the use of songs, photos and films from the Vietnam War, and with compelling and moving per-
sonal stories, Vin and Nancy gave our students a real-life understanding of what it meant to be involved in the Vi-
etnam War.  We undertook an activity based on the birthday lottery (many students were shocked to see how many 
of them would have been selected based on the dates that were read out) and a few fortunate students were able to 
dress up as various members of an Australian army unit!  Perhaps the most emotional part of the presentation 
came when Vin and Nancy discussed the impact of the war on veterans and their families, which many students 
found eye-opening as they discovered the consequences of the conflict that are still affecting many veterans today. 
As a teacher, it was wonderful to see Stage 5 become so involved in Vin and Nancy’s excellent presentation.  Many 
students enthusiastically expressed the way the presentation had solidified their understanding of the issues we 
have covered and felt that this incursion was one of the highlights of the course. 

Jennifer Murray, HSIE Teacher 

Typical ration pack contents Visiting Long Tan Cross Australian War Memorial  

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME 

The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families.  Brief, to 
the point letters have a better chance of  publication. Photographs should be of good colour, quality 
and subject matter, in jpg or similar format.  Text should be submitted in Word format with mini-
mum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit 
and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au 

*************** 
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I returned late last night from an extremely pleas-
ant trip from the Gold Coast to Melbourne for Vi-
etnam Veterans Day. The Vietnam Veterans Asso-
ciation Victorian Branch invited former 1RAR 
Group 1965-66 to commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of its deployment to South Vi-
etnam. Tuesday morning we woke to light rain, 
but that soon turned to sunshine and even though 
it was only 12° it was quite pleasant. The VVAA 
Victorian Branch provided a gunfire breakfast on 
the Northern forecourt of the Shrine of Remem-
brance with bacon and egg buns and hot coffee. 

Form up time … banners on the road with the 
1RAR Group granted the honour of leading the 
parade. I was an invited guest of the VVAA Vic-
torian Branch and as such gained a seat in the VIP 
area. From this vantage point I got to witness the 
whole parade and I might say that the chest 
swelled when in ranks of five, 107 members of the 
1RAR Group marched onto the forecourt of the 
Shrine of Remembrance. I don’t know the total 
number of veterans marching, but my estimate 
would be over 2000. All of the banners and flags 
were placed on the steps of the Shrine … what a 
spectacular sight, with the 1RAR banner and flags 
along with the 173rd Airborne Brigade flag given 
pride of place. The Premier of Victoria, the Hon. 
Daniel Andrews MP and the leader of the Opposi-
tion, Matthew Guy MP, were in attendance and 
the Premier made a welcome speech that was rele-
vant.  The keynote address was given by LTCOL 
Ric Culpit (Rtd). Ric was a platoon commander in 

1RAR during 1965-66 and is National President of the 
1RAR Association. His speech was impressive and a 
little away from the more mundane speeches we tend 
to get each year … a massive well done to Ric. He 
made special mention of the fact that he was filling in 
for LTCOL Jim Bourke AM, MG whose health pre-
cluded him from attending. I was given the honour of 
reciting the Ode, an honour I was proud to perform.  

All in all an outstanding commemoration presented by 
the VVAA Victorian Branch, without doubt the best 
organised Vietnam Veterans Day I have ever attended, 
in my conversations afterward there was total concur-
rence. I wish to acknowledge Maurie Benson the or-
ganiser of this parade, I realise it takes a team to put 
this together but Maurie lead the way ‘dotted every I 
and crossed every T’ and ran the commemoration on 
time … to the minute. His President Bob Elworthy 
had his finger on the pulse and can stand proud of his 
team. On behalf of the members of the 1RAR Group I 
would like to thank the Victorian Branch for being the 
only ones to acknowledge the 1RAR Groups deploy-
ment … not even the Government did that!  

I would also like to thank all the 1RAR Group mem-
bers who came along, some I haven’t seen for many 
many years, it was truly a wonderful experience. 

Submitted by Ray Payne 

. 

 

1RAR GROUP LEADS 50 YEARS ON 

L -R: Bob Cockerill, Steve Coker, Charles Geljon, Ken 
McLeod, Dave Hamill, Ray Payne, Trevor Payne.        

Pic courtesy Ray Payne 

Parade Banners at Shrine of Remembrance: 1RAR 
group and 173rd Airborne South East Asia to the fore 

*************** 
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Where is Australia’s most remote memorial to 
Vietnam Veterans?  At the Eighty Mile Beach 
Caravan Park on the north-west coast of Western 
Australia stands a simple and graceful memorial 
to our colleagues who did not survive the hostili-
ties in Vietnam. 

As the crow flies, Eighty Mile Beach is about 
3,265 kilometres from the Australian War Me-
morial.  If you are not a crow and live in the ACT 
or nearby, it is about 4,500 kilometres by road, 
via central New South Wales, South Australia, 
Alice Springs and the Tanami Road to Broome, 
then a short drive of 365 kms south. 

REMOTE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
The Eighty Mile Beach is the longest uninterrupted 
beach in WA, extending some 220 kilometres.  It is 
classified as an Important Bird Area for shorebirds 
and is a major stopping point for birds migrating 
south from Asia.  It welcomes and is home for the flat 
back turtle, is a stopover point for shell collectors and 
has great beach fishing. 

Raymon George Miles (5715503), from Wongan 
Hills, (a small town north east of Perth), arrived in 
South Vietnam on 2 July 1968 and joined the Rein-
forcement Unit.  He was posted to 3 RAR later in July 
and subsequently to HQ 1 ALSG in November, re-
turning home on 2 July 1969.  Later in his life Ray 
took to staying at the Eighty Mile Beach Caravan 
Park for a few months each year and it was there that 
he conceived the idea for a memorial and then raised 
funds for the materials and, with the help of volun-
teers, ensured its construction. 

The space for the memorial was set aside by the own-
ers of the caravan park and they are committed to its 
maintenance.  The memorial is an elegant reminder to 
travellers of all those who served their nation. 

By Kevin Larratt and Max Ball 

*************** 

Memorial Entrance— Pic courtesy VVAA WA 

Locals and visitors pay their respects Vietnam Veterans’ Day— Pic courtesy VVAA WA 
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NOTE: this article was sent to Debrief as scanned from an unidentified newspaper. Thus Debrief is 
unable to properly acknowledge the source and author as we would in normal circumstances. If De-
brief becomes aware of the source and/or author we will credit them in the appropriate way in the 
first edition after receiving that information. Also the article has reproduced in Debrief at a lower than 
desired quality due to it being scanned at a much lower resolution than we require, Ed.  
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CATCH PHIL! 
One Vietnam Veteran, it seems, reckons he’s fig-
ured out how to get a million dollars without buy-
ing a Tatts ticket. 

Ross Stewart of the VVAA Mitchell Vic sub 
branch, on the first weekend in December, with 
his trusty son in law Jack Griffiths hitches up the 
4 metre Quintrex with a 30hp Honda outboard 
and heads to Mulwala on the Murray for the 
“catch Phil” a $1,000,000.00 specially tagged 
Murray Cod fishing competition. 
According to Ross this is no small affair with sev-
eral thousand would be winning anglers setting 
up camp in the pretty Murray river town to try to 
hook this million dollar cod. 
Ross and Jack pitched their tent on the Friday af-

ternoon, and prepared to try their luck at 06:30 
next morning when competition started. The rules 
call for fishing to cease at 18:30 on Saturday and 
run between 06:30 and 10:00 Sunday, when the 
official weigh in for the numerous other prizes, 
commences. 
Officialdom takes over at midday Sunday with 
presentation of prizes followed by a barbeque and, 
no doubt, great stories of the “ones that got away”. 
Even if Ross and Jack miss out on catching the 
million dollars, they will have enjoyed an experi-
ence that rates better than lining up to buy a Tatts 
ticket! 

Pics courtesy Ross Stewart 

Your executive has serious concerns that Veterans 
are paying out thousands of dollars for hearing aids 
for no good reason.  

Under the DVA contract, Vietnam Veterans holding 
a gold card or a white card for hearing loss are enti-
tled under the Veterans’ Entitlement Act (VEA) to 
hearing aids from a range of more than 200 units, 
one of which will suit the needs of the Veteran 
without the Veteran having to outlay any money, let 
alone the thousands being asked for by some hear-
ing aid suppliers. 
At the VVAA we hear stories that Vietnam Veter-
ans are being convinced to spend $4,000.00, 
$6,000.00 even $10,000.00 for hearing aids after 
being told the Government will only give you a 
cheap hearing aid that “probably won’t work for 
you.” Whereas the supplier has “this terrific model” 
that does everything you need and it will only cost 
you “whatever”, and you can pay it off (“and we 

HEARING ENTITLEMENTS 
have an easy payment plan”) or you can put it on your 
credit card (at 20% + interest). 

Be very aware you are entitled, under the VEA, to de-
mand the hearing aid that suits your requirements from 
the 200 odd units that range from the basic to the top of 
technology at no cost to you. If your provider hasn’t a 
unit that suits you in stock then demand they get it in. 
You always have the option of going to another service 
provider, one who will supply you with hearing aids 
that suit your needs without you paying any money. 

If you are in any doubt, contact your local Veterans’ 
Area Network (VAN) office or Hearing Services Aus-
tralia, but above all, do not sign any forms that might 
be a contract that commits you to spend many thou-
sands of dollars unnecessarily. 

************** 

************** 
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BLOKES PLAYGROUP 
Peter is most proud of a crowning achievement 
when his Kingsley operation was a key element of 
the inaugural WA Men’s Shed conference in the 
central wheat belt town of Mukinbudin.  

Men’s Sheds in WA extend beyond Veterans. Peter 
stated that retired police are starting sheds and mod-
elling their operation on Kingsley.  

“One area where sheds are fulfilling a serious need 
is in the farming community,” Peter said. “Sheds are 
helping ward off an increasing suicide rate among 
farmers who are really doing it tough on the land 
and among those who have lost their properties”, 
Peter said. 

“While most of these sheds concentrate on wood-
work, many cater for welding projects and mechani-
cal repairs,” Peter concluded 

So what started out almost by accident nearly fifteen 
years ago has extended it’s influence far beyond 
Kingsley in suburban Perth and demonstrates just 
what can be achieved when a group of Vietnam Vet-
erans put their minds to a task.  

“Next came lawn mowers, said Peter. “These, 
along with bikes are donated to various groups 

again around Perth metro and nearby regional cen-
tres.” 

The group raises some funds by selling good quali-
ty reel mowers that are always in demand. 

Peter also commented that Bunnings Balcatta had 
made a very welcome donation from their welfare 
funds and the group were able to source two grants 
from Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Obviously 
more grants will assist this men’s shed to continue 
the good work. 

In order to source Government grants, the group 
was required to incorporate. This adds a layer of 
regulation that has to be lived with. 

The influence of the Kingsley Men’s Shed has 
spread beyond Perth’s northern beaches. The 
Kingsley operation is used as a model for other 
sheds across metropolitan Perth and into the hin-
terland. 

Continued from p5….. 

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is 
intended to be advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DE-
BRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular 
circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the 
contents of  DEBRIEF. 

*************** 

Jim McIntyre (left) and Greg Forbes repairing 
one of the many bikes in the shed. 
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Mr Shewring was given his award for his work 
in repatriating the remains of Australian sol-
diers who were killed in the Vietnam War. 

Of the 521 Australians killed in the war, 25 of 
the bodies did not return to Australia, including a 
friend of Mr Shewring, Reg Hillier. 

"Bob is determined to see these soldiers finally 
welcomed home, receive full military honours at 
'one of the biggest ramp ceremonies in Austral-
ia's history' and to right a terrible wrong from the 
Vietnam War," the Australia Day Council said. 

As part of his efforts Mr Shewring established 
operation Bring them Home, and researched war 
history and legislation. 

Mr Shewring got more than 40,000 signatures 
before the Australian Government in May this 
year agreed it would repatriate the bodies from 
cemeteries in Malaysia and Singapore. 

HOLIDAY FACILITIES ELIGIBILITY EXTENDED 

 

 

 

 

Bob Shewring Vice President VVAA NT 
Pic and story courtesy australianoftheyear.org.au 

Vietnam Veterans are now 
eligible to use the RAAF 
holiday apartment facili-
ties on the Gold Coast and 
at Merimbula on the NSW 
South Coast during “Off 
Peak” times. 
The Gold Coast facilities 

are located in the Ambassador Apartments, 9-13 
Parnoo Street Chevron Island, 4217, telephone 
(07) 5531 5692, while those on the NSW South 
Coast are located in the Tuscany Apartments, 10-
16 Marine Parade Merimbula, 2548, telephone 
(02) 6495 2030.  
You can get more details from the website: 
www.raafholidays.com.au  
SQNLDR (Reserve) P.D. Alomes Secretary of the 
RAAF Welfare Recreational Company recently 
advised this generous offer via the ACT VVAA. 
In his letter to the VVAA ACT, SQNLDR Alomes 
indicated the Army holiday facilities may also be 
available on similar terms to the RAAF facilities to 
Vietnam Veterans. 
 

Ambassador Apartments is a 3 story walk up 
building (no lifts), and offers air conditioned and 
spacious, fully self contained 2 & 3 BR holiday 
apartments for Defence Members only, accompa-
nied by their families. 
Situated in the quiet area of Chevron Island (part 
of Surfers Paradise), you can enjoy a peaceful 
family environment where you can unwind and 
take it easy, even though you are still surrounded 
by all that Surfers Paradise can offer. 
Ambassador Apartments are a short stroll to the 
golden beaches, attractions, clubs and world class 
shopping and dining. 
The complex features a heated swimming pool 
and BBQ area, and underground secure off-street 
parking. 
 

NT’S SENIOR AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR 

*************** 

*************** 
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South Vietnam 1966 ‐ 1972 

2016 REUNION-ANZAC DAY 25TH APRIL 2016  

1ALSG VIETNAM VETERANS’  

 HQ Coy 1ALSG Vietnam Veterans reunion will be held in Albany, Western Australia over the Anzac Day week-
end, Saturday 23 – Tuesday 26 April 2016, inclusive.  

 To mark  50 years since deployment of  HQ Coy1ALSG to Vietnam, the unit is holding an Australia wide reunion 
for unit members and invite members, along with wives/partners ,family and friends to attend and celebrate this oc-

casion.   

For any interested veteran who has not received information on the reunion, please contact “Mac” Gregor McAlister 
on 0419 121947  or email richrisn@bigpond.net.au 

DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be 
advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contained in DEBRIEF without considering 
and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and 
editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in reli-
ance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of  DEBRIEF. 

 

VETRIDE VICTORIA 2016 

A national cycling event open to the public will honour the 521 Australian veterans killed in the Vietnam War. 

Minister for Veterans John Eren joined Bob Elworthy AM at the Shrine of Remembrance to announce the week-long tour that 
begins in Seymour and ends in Canberra. 

Entries to VetRide 2016 are now open, and everyone can get involved. The tour is a great way to make friends, get healthy and 
honour the servicemen and women who defended our nation. Past and present Australian Defence Force members will receive 
a discount on their entry fees. 

Next year marks the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, where 108 brave young men from D Company RAR resisted 
an attack of more than 1500 Viet Cong soldiers in what became one of the most extraordinary chapters in Australia’s military 
history. 

VetRide 2016 kicks off along Seymour’s Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk, before visiting Benalla, Bandiana, Kapooka, 
Cootamundra and Yass on the way to Canberra. The tour finishes at the Australian Vietnam Forces National Memorial in Can-
berra. 

The Vietnam Veterans Association Australia Victoria Branch and the Labor Government are delivering a thoughtful program of 
activities across the state to honour the servicemen who were involved in the Vietnam War. 

VetRide2016 begins on March 14 and ends March 20. For more information visit www.vetride.org 

VVAA Victorian Branch State President Bob Elworthy AM said “The Victorian VetRide Service and Sacrifice Route is an im-
portant part of our commemorative activities in 2016, honouring those who were involved in the Vietnam War.” 

“It connects Vietnam war service with all those who fought in any conflict which Australia was engaged.” 

www.premier.vic.gov.au/tag/veterans 
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tive Service [held each year] will coincide with the 
Kulin Bush Race meeting. 
Other functions and services to be held in Western 
Australia, on or around the 18th August 2016. 
Partners of Veterans, Western Australia Inc. 
Negotiating with the Fremantle Dockers [AFL], to 
have Vietnam Veterans acknowledged at the “Len 
Hall Game” [ANZAC Day]. 
Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Service. St 
Georges Cathedral 19th August, followed by a re-
ception/supper. 
Mandurah-Murray Vietnam Veterans Group. A Me-
morial Service to be held on the 18th August, Man-
durah. A number of other projects are planned to 
commemorate the Vietnam War and 50th Anniver-
sary of Long Tan, to coincide with the 18th August 
service. 
Partners of Veterans Australia, WA Branch. 
It is planned to cast a Commemorative Medallion, 
to mark the Vietnam War. This will be co-ordinated 
by PVA Australia, national office. 
A number of other Metro and Regional services are 
planned on or around the 18th of August 2016, in-
cluding., Town of Bassendean. 
Vietnam Dinner. Riverton RSL Sub Branch. 
North Beach RSL Sub Branch. 
Regional areas of Western Australia. 
City of Stirling [Naval Assoc]. At the first Vietnam 
Memorial, to be erected in Western Australia. 
 

Richard Williams 
President WA 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

VIETNAM VETERANS’ REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 2016 PLANNED COMMEMORATIONS 

Proposed events in Western Australia in 2016. 
Funding applications pending. 
For the past 10 years, on the 18th August, the 
VVAA WA  have visited the Memorial Gardens 
at the Perth War Cemetery and the War Graves 
[Karrakatta] of the Western Australian soldiers 
KIA in South Vietnam. 
In 2016 it is planned to extend this Perth War and 
Karrakatta Cemetery commemoration to include 
all  Western Australian, War Graves state wide 
[ VWCG funding pending]. This will be arranged 
and carried out during a period, prior to the 18th 
August. 
The VVAA WA Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Day Service. Vietnam Memorial, Kings Park.  
This will be the normal VVAA WA service to be 
held in Perth to remember the fallen and 
acknowledge the service of Australian forces in 
South Vietnam War, 1962 to 1973. 
Following the Service a Veteran and Family so-
cial gathering will be held in the area of Kings 
Park, adjacent to the Vietnam Memorial. 
A proposed Veterans Walk, from Perth to Man-
durah [subject to funding], will be held from the 
15th to the 18th August.  
The Perth, Vietnam Memorial Service is to be 
held on the 14th August, the Perth/ Mandurah 
Walk, 15th to 18th August, is intended to draw the 
2 events together and avoid a clash of dates/
services. 
It is envisaged that the “Walk” will pause at 
Baldivis [16th August], for a short Remembrance 
Service at the site of the MIA Street Naming ded-
ication [2006], 40th Anniversary Long Tan. 
Camp Hart, Kulin, Commemoration Service. Ku-
lin. While Pte. Peter Hart, was not a Western 
Australian, his parents were postmasters at Kulin, 
at the time of his being wounded, 21st March 
1967, in South Vietnam and died 8 days later. 
The town of Kulin sought it fitting to name 
“Camp Hart” in his memory. This Commemora-

*************** 
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Bribie Island 

Bribie parade and service. August 18. Parade 1605 
hrs move off. Service 1620 hrs, a grant has been 
applied for. 

Redcliffe 

The VVAA Redcliffe as of yet hasn’t had a meet-
ing in regards to the VV Day 2016, however, the 
VVAA Redcliffe would normally assembly in An-
zac Place at around 10.30am. After the service 
which takes about 60 minutes plus,  the sub branch 
along with the dignitaries and fellow veterans 
would then move across the road to the Redcliffe 
RSL for fellowship and a long, (very long) lunch. 

Sunshine Coast 

Our ceremony will be 11am. We are in the process 
of negotiating where it will be located but at this 
time it appears to be RSL Caloundra. 

We have to iron out the detail as we do not want 
them taking over our day. Yes we have applied for 
a grant. 

Townsville 

The Townsville Sub-Branch intend to hold 3 open 
days on the 15, 16, 17 August 2016 at the River-
way Arts Centre, Thuringowa. 

The open days are to show items, equipment and 
memorabilia from the Vietnam era, this will in-
clude a M113a1 APC, 105 mm howitzer, hopeful-
ly an Iroquois Helicopter, and personal items on 
loan and loans from various museums. 

We hope to have some soldiers dressed in the 
Modern day equivalent of the various patrol order, 
and some current military vehicles so that people 
will be able to see the difference between the old 
and new. 

We are hoping to have the 1 RAR band available 
for lunchtime concerts. We will be holding our 

normal service on the 18th August 2016 at ANZAC 
park, the Strand at 17.00 hrs, with refreshments and 
nibbles at the Townsville RSL on completion of the 
service. We have put in for a grant. 

Hervey Bay 

Hervey Bay's details are: March off from Hervey 
Bay RSL at 1045hrs for a Service at the Hervey 
bay Cenotaph commencing at 1100hrs.We have put 
in for a grant. 

Brisbane 

Details for the march in the Brisbane CBD are on-
going. 

The march will start at 10.45 am from the Treasury 
casino to Anzac square followed by the Commem-
orative service at 11.00 am. 

We have applied for grant to cost. 

Brisbane North 

We will be having a commemorative service start-
ing approx 4.30pm. 

Caboolture 

Our Service will be held at Burpengary Memorial 
at 3pm and afterwards at Shaun’s Tavern at North 
Shore Drive Burpengary. 

All timings and locations for services when final-
ized will be on the VVAA QLD web site in 2016. 

Gympie 

Gympie will be holding our usual Veteran's Day 
ceremony on Sunday 14th. August 2016. We are 
planning a dinner on the 13rd. August for All vets 
in the area. 

Peter Hundle 
President Queensland 

VIETNAM VETERANS’ REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 2016 PLANNED COMMEMORATIONS 

QUEENSLAND 

*************** 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 
Planning to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the Battle of Long Tan and the involvement of all 
Australian and Allied units in the Vietnam War is 
now well underway. 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) has ap-
pointed Maj Gen Dave Chalmers to chair the 
planning meetings being held by DVA. 

Gen Chalmers has invited the elected heads or 
representatives of the RSL and TPI to join with 
the VVAA & the VVFA to meet with other iden-
tified interested parties. These include the chair 
of the Combined Vietnam Veterans ACT and 
District. This group from the VVAA and VVFA 
is the organising and managing body for the 
Commemorative Service at the Australian Vi-
etnam Forces National Memorial. It continues on 
from the VVAA committee that has run the Ser-
vice since its inception in 2002 and has evolved 
the Service from its original concept into the Ser-
vice Vietnam Veterans, invited dignitaries and 
the public witness in the 21st century.  

The first meeting in July 2015 saw the CO & 
RSM of 6 RAR and representatives of the Long 
Tan Veterans Association in attendance to hear 
of the Canberra Commemoration plans.  

The meeting was informed that the organisers 
would amend timings as they did for the 40th an-
niversary to allow attendees to travel to Brisbane 
in time for the 6RAR Commemorative events at 
Enoggera.  

We expect events to closely follow those of 
2006, with a reception hosted jointly by the Gov-
ernor General and the Prime Minister to be held 
in the Great Hall of Parliament House. As befits 
the event, the attendees in 2006 paid great respect 
to the 6RAR Colour complete with US Presiden-
tial Streamers, Long Tan, as the Colour was cere-

moniously marched into the Great Hall to take pride 
of place on the podium at the front of proceedings. 
We will be respectfully requesting CO 6RAR to en-
sure the Colour can again take its rightful plan at the 
fore of proceedings for the 50th anniversary of Long 
Tan. 

As in 2006, we plan to have the Colour marched 
through the Congregation to be in place at the front 
of our Memorial during the Service at our Memorial 
on ANZAC Parade. After the Service in 2006 the 
Colour was transported back to Brisbane courtesy of 
the Governor General. There should be no impedi-
ment to a repeat of that in 2016. 

We are placing a formal request to the Australian 
War Memorial (AWM) director Dr Brendan Nelson 
to host a Vietnam style concert in the grassed amphi-
theatre of the AWM on the day after the service.  

So as to recreate as closely as possible the symbol-
ism of the Battle 50 years ago we expect to have the 
key elements of the Battle, Guns, Armour and Hueys 
play their roles for this major anniversary. We will 
attempt to have other aviation elements of the War to 
enact flyovers. We see these as a FAC bird dog or 
O2, the Temora Canberra bomber, the HARS Cari-
bou and a B52 from Guam. These flyovers should be 
staged throughout the Service. 

We are looking at a 0700 “Stand To” Service at the 
AWM followed by a breakfast in the park on Reid 
oval on the 18th as we did for the 40th anniversary. 
We are yet to finalise our official guest list. 

Pete Ryan 
Vice President ACT Branch 

Chair 2016 Vietnam Veterans’ Remembrance Day 
Committee 

VIETNAM VETERANS’ REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 2016 PLANNED COMMEMORATIONS 

*************** 
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INTERNAL REVIEW 

St Marys VVAA Outpost has provided NSW State 
Council with a fully functional office including 
phone Wi-Fi filing and storage facilities. This has 
finally given State Council a permanent home to 
work from and importantly at no cost and in fact 
with some cost savings. Our new state phone num-
ber 02 9676 1818 is a dedicated State Council line 
that is maned by the St Marys staff when State 
Council are not in. The office we work from is also 
large enough for the St Marys Secretary Mr. Sam 
Vecchio to use and as Sam is also a State V.P. this 
is also to our advantage. 
RYDE CITY SUB-BRANCH 

Unfortunately our old war horse Len Schultz is not 
in the best of health and as there are no volunteers 
to take on executive roles at Ryde City VVAA we 
are forced to watch the sub branch go into volun-
tary close down as of the 1st January 2016. I attend-
ed the Ryde City general meeting on the 10th of 
October along with Sam Vecchio representing St 
Marys Outpost. It was fully explained to members 
what would happen regarding this closure. A letter 
is currently being forwarded to ALL paid up and 
life member outlining the closure and providing 
them with a full list of the sub branches in NSW, 
their contact details and contact name details. A 
recommendation was made in the letter that they 
give priority thought to St Mary’s as this is the 
closest sub branch physically to the Ryde District, 
however they have been informed that the final 
decision rests with each individual as to their sub 
branch choice. AS a Sub Branch Ryde City Gen-
eral meeting voted unanimously to nominate St 
Mary’s Outpost as their preferred “Like Organisa-
tion” as per our constitution to transfer all funds 
and all other items to on closure. This is except for 
their “Welfare Fund” which a special ATO license 
must be held by the organization that accepts these 
funds must hold. The St Marys Outpost does not 
hold such a license and has no wish to apply for 
one as this could jeopardize the St Mary’s RSL 
Sub Branch Welfare Fund that currently covers 
90% of St Mary’s members, it was there for decid-
ed that this fund would be transferred to Macarthur 
Sub Branch which has the necessary license. A 
Christmas/Close down lunch will be held for all 
members in December. 
ST MARYS OUTPOST 

This sub branch is continuing to work as a full 

ESO under the pseudonym of “The St Marys Welfare 
Centre for all serving and ex members of the ADF 
founded by the St Marys Outpost Vietnam Veterans” 

Still visiting around twelve hospitals a week and con-
ducting between forty and sixty interviews per week. 
They have over 300 claims still outstanding. 
MACARTHUR SUB BRANCH 

This sub branch is operating exceptionally well as a 
social club first and ESO second. At my last visit 
about two months back the executive were complain-
ing of the difficulty of obtaining qualified pension and 
welfare officers who were not already committed to 
their local RSL. However the comradeship of all 
members and their families was working exceptional-
ly well. 
OTHER SUB BRANCHES 

Most other sub branches report basically the same 
story as Macarthur. All are doing what claims come 
their way but are not actively looking for work to the 
same degree as St Marys. 

We are becoming more active since being able to set-
tle into our new home. I am particularly happy with 
the work being done with 21 Platoon Recruit Training 
Battalion Kapooka where the NSW VVAA are spon-
sors is going well. We need and get a lot of assistance 
here with Des Davey and his troops at Wagga Wagga. 
I will be going for the 5th November to attend the Pla-
toons “Our Challenge Day’ and will be assisted by the 
Wagga Wagga Sub Branch. Pam and Andy Forsdike 
will go down for the march out ceremony on the 13th. 

All executive members were of course heavily in-
volved with the Vietnam Veterans Day. All ceremo-
nies went off exceptionally well, but I should make 
special mention of the Martin Place Ceremony. With 
the NSW Governor General making his maiden 
speech to us which in fact was a repetition of the 
speech he gave 4 days before at the Blue Mountains 
March. In it he paid special note and respect for all 
Vietnam Veterans as it was us he said that carried on 
the ANZAC Tradition. He was trained in Duntroon by 
Viet Vets and when he got to his first unit 1 RAR his 
commanding officer RSM platoon sergeant and Quar-
ter Master were all Vietnam Veterans. 

Apart from this there has been Reserve Forces Day, 
Legacy Week, Battle for Australia Day, VP Day as 
well as a number of other Vietnam Veteran Days such 
as was held at Springwood by the Blue Mountains 
Vietnam Veterans and Associated Forces Group, St 

NEW SOUTH WALES REPORT 

Continued p24….. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA REPORT 
To date 2015 has been a busy year in Western Austral-
ia, with a very successful ANZAC Day and good vet-
eran and public support for our Vietnam Veterans Day 
Memorial service. 
The VVAA WA continue to be involved in all ESO 
forums and I consider that the VVAA WA  to be the 
lead ESO, as we tend to have more input to these fo-
rums, regularly submitting agenda items that other 
ESO representatives are not aware of. I contribute this 
input to the good circulation of information from the 
VVAA National executive and office, on important 
issues. 
The VVAA WA  have withdrawn our support from 
the WA Unit Kindred Group, a decision made by the 
state executive, as it was considered that this forum 
was not achieving or serving any real purpose. 
VK 100 ANZAC. The VVAA WA and Friends of the 
Cottage were approached by an amateur radio group, 
regarding radio broadcasts using the VK 100 ANZAC 
call sign from the 4th to 11th August. The project was 
timed to coincide with the August offensive at Gallip-
oli 1915, using the official call sign used at Gallipoli 
during that offensive. Broadcasts were made from 
ANZAC Cottage, Mandurah and other significant 
WW1 sites around the Perth area, The project was suc-
cessful, with the Perth radio operators making contact 
with other amateur radio groups throughout Australia 
and other parts of the world. 
Vietnam Educational Video. Following a contact 
made to National President, Ken Foster, by Ms Kate 
Naughtin, regarding to possible making of a video re-
cording the oral history of Vietnam Veterans, The 
VVAA WA are working on developing this project 
with Kate Naughtin, a number of meetings have been 
held, including one with the W.A. Deputy Commis-
sioner, who gives his support to the proposal. Planning 
is progressing with a basic concept for the interviews 
and we are at the funding application stage, to enable 
the project to go ahead. 
The RSL W.A. have planned a dedication service at St 
Georges Cathedral on the 8th November. A plaque 
originally from the Cript of the State War Memorial, 

containing the names of the Western Australians killed in 
SVN. There has been discussion between the RSL and the 
VVAA WA  regarding the names listed on the Plaque and 
the SWM, as there is a difference between the names rec-
orded on the Honour Roll at the Vietnam Memorial. This 
matter has now been resolved and I have been assured by 
the RSL W.A. that all 61 names of KIA’s will by record-
ed on the Plaque and SWM. The plaque will be placed in 
St Georges Cathedral, alongside similar plaques from pre-
vious wars. 
There is also some concern regarding the above service 
being listed as commemorating the 40th Anniversary of 
the end of the Vietnam War. It is recognised that the end 
of Australia’s military involvement in the Vietnam War 
was January 11th 1973, Australia’s end of war date. While 
2015 is the 40th Anniversary of the fall of Saigon.  
A planning proposal for the 2016 Commemoration of the 
Vietnam War, has been circulated to Vietnam and ESO 
groups in Perth, as a discussion paper, with a meeting 
planned to discuss these proposals and a format for com-
memorative events during 2016. This has been a drawn 
out process to date, as the VVAA WA have been devel-
oping this proposal for almost 12 months, with minimal 
input or interest being shown by other groups. 
The 2015 Vietnam Veterans Day Service, again attracted 
good support from veterans and the public. 
The VVAA WA annual general meeting was held on the 
18th October, with the existing executive and committee 
being, re-elected for a further year. 
The coming year will be challenging, with a vast amount 
of planning and work, with both the Centenary of AN-
ZAC Cottage, in February 2016 and a number of Vietnam 
Commemoration events in the lead up to and during Au-
gust 2016. 

Richard Williams. 
President WA 

Readers should note that State reports are supplied by the respective State Presidents and published in 
Debrief as received by the editor and the editorial committee. That is, the text of these reports are unedit-
ed or abridged, unless the author has specifically requested any editing. In these cases editing has been 
for literary purposes only and the intent of the content remains unaltered. Where a report has been edited 
a note to this effect has been appended to the foot of the report and signed Editor. 

*************** 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                                   SUMMER 2015 

                                           21 

VICTORIA REPORT 
The Branch has been involved in a number of sponsor-
ship “firsts” for Victoria this year: 

Sponsorship of the printing costs for a book titled 
“Shrine on the Mountain” which tells the story of the 
construction of a church at Kinglake by the local resi-
dents to honour their WWI dead, the history of the 
church until the church was destroyed in the Black Sat-
urday bushfires in 2009. 

Sponsorship of stage play “Foxholes of the Mind” which 
deals with the issues of PTSD and mental health. The 
play will tour Victoria extensively next year.  

Sponsorship of “Minefields and Miniskirts”, a stage play 
that was conducted around the major exhibits at the Na-
tional Vietnam Veterans Museum and played to packed 
houses.   

Sponsorship of the fit out ($10,000) of one of the new 
short term emergency accommodation units that have 
been built by the state government in Richmond to ac-
commodate younger veterans and their families in need. 

Becoming a Friends of the National Vietnam Veterans 
Museum life subscriber.  

Financial support to assist some 1RAR first tour mem-
bers to travel to Melbourne for VV Day 2015, where the 
emphasis of the commemorations and keynote address 
focused on the 50th anniversary of the deployment of the 
1RAR group to Vietnam. 

In addition to these new sponsorships we continue to 
provide a $500 school prize to the Vietnamese commu-
nity and $750 to the Veterans Story Writing and Arts 
Competition. 

The Branch commenced “Operation Reconnect” in Oc-
tober- a mail out to close to 2000 former members of the 
Branch. The aim is to reconnect with the veterans and 
invite them to join us for our commemorative program 
next year. The mail out will be supported by media re-
leases by all Sub-Branches. 

VV Day 2015 was very big this year, with the focus of 
the day was on the 50th anniversary of the deployment of 
the 1RAR Group to Vietnam. In the absence of any fed-
eral government official recognition of the anniversary, 
and with fine weather a large attendance at the Shrine 
including a sizeable contingent of 1RAR group 65-66 
members from the Bn who had travelled from Queens-
land, members of the group supporting arms and ser-
vices and a 173rd Airborne Brigade representative at-
tended. The State Premier, Minister for Veterans, state 
opposition leader and deputy leader and the usual line up 
of senior ADF, ex-service and government officials at-
tended and the keynote address was delivered by a mem-

ber of 1Bn first tour. The commemorations have re-
ceived significant coverage in the 173rd Airborne 
Association newsletter. 

There was a very big turnout for the funeral of 
LTCOL Jim Bourke, with many interstate attendees, 
including national VP Peter Ryan. Two former Fed-
eral Ministers for Veterans’ Affairs, Bruce Billson 
and Alan Griffiths attended. The National Vietnam 
Veterans Museum CEO attended and brought with 
him the six MIA bracelet boxes from the museum 
that were displayed at the funeral and afterwards. 
The soldiers’ farewell was provided by the Victorian 
State President. A condolence message was read in 
the Victorian Legislative Assembly by the Victorian 
Minister for Veterans John Eren. 

The state council visited Lakes Entrance in July-the 
first visit to the area for about 5 years- and will con-
duct its final meeting of the year in Castlemaine. The 
meeting in Lakes Entrance attracted significant me-
dia coverage in the local papers. 

The state branch commemorations committee has 
continued to develop the activities for next year, and 
following the confirmation of support from the State 
Government, the 2016 commemorations program 
was released to the National Secretary for distribu-
tion to council members. The program has been is-
sued to council members and further information is 
available on the branch website vvaavic.org.au.  

Following on from the promotion of the NVVM at 
the VVAA National Congress, Friends of the Muse-
um welcomed the Townsville VVAA Sub-Branch as 
its first interstate life subscriber; the NT Branch are 
also Friends members. The museum was visited by 
the Victorian Minister for Veterans in September 
and during the visit he released a media statement 
outlining the State Government support to our 2016 
program and announced a grant of $250,000 to the 
museum to assist with significant projects.  
The grant funds will be used to replace the museum 
roof (already done) seal the carpark, provide security 
fencing, install an alternative power supply system 
and provide an audio capability throughout the mu-
seum, and some general upgrading of office and 
storage facilities. A revamp of the front of house is 
high on the priority list for future works. 

There has been discussion at state council meetings 
regarding the length of tenure for sub-branch execu-
tive members with some council members in favour 
of allowing executive members to be elected for a 
two year period to give more certainty to committee 

Continued p24………. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY REPORT 
We have been extremely busy this year across a 
wide and varied requirements that have involved 
all sectors of the Branch. Firstly we were very ap-
preciative of the Northern Territory Government 
to promulgate the “Minister for Veterans Support” 
a completely new portfolio for theNT. 

This has allowed us to gain direct access to the NT 
Government and raise concerns and garner sup-
port for our projects. 

We have applied for and received two grants from 
the Federal Governments two representatives in 
the NT Mr Warren Snowden MP and Mrs Natasha 
Griggs MP for the purchase and distribution of 
over 250 books on Australia’s involvement in the 
First World War to every School in the Northern 
Territory. 

We are intending to apply for a similar grant for 
the “2016 Vietnam Commemoration” and supply 
the Pictorial history of the Australia’s involvement 
in the Vietnam War to all schools in the NT. 

We attended Anzac Day and our numbers are 
growing with the inclusion of dependants of Vi-
etnam Veterans proudly marching with us. 

We supported “Operation Slipper” the welcome 
home parade for the Afghanistan Veterans Contin-
gents stationed in the NT. 

We donated funds for one of our Afghanistan vet-
erans to undertake the Kokada Track march. Also 
we sponsored a Young Diggers assistance dog for 
the NT. Donated $600 to the Vung Tau Veterans 
& Friends Children fund, that supports a local or-
phanage and school. 

We visited schools in our local area as part of AN-
ZAC day remembrance ceremony’s and presented 
books to these schools and also spoke to the as-
sembly about ANZAC day, these were extremely 
well received by the students and teachers. Donat-
ed $1000 to a 4 year old Dystonic Cerabal Palsy 
sufferer for assistance to integrate into her school. 

On the 25th of May this year it was an honour for 
our organisation to have Bob Shewring our 
VVAA NT Vice President invited to Parliament 
House in Canberra for the official announcement 
by the Prime Minister that the Government would 
be bringing home the remaining 25 Vietnam veter-
ans buried in Malaysia and Singapore, providing 
the next of kin’s agreed, along with the other peo-
ple buried in Terendak Christian Cemetery these 

*************** 

bodies would also be repatriated back to Australia. 

Vietnam Veterans Day this year was extremely well 
patronised with the inclusion of our very special guest 
Mr Keith Payne VC, the ceremony was excellent and 
well attended with the Speaker of the House inviting 
all members and guests to a function in Parliament 
House following the ceremony. At this function both 
Keith Payne VC and Bob Shewring addressed the 
Chief Minister and those attendees about Operation 
“Bring Them Home” with special mention being 
made by Bob Shewring of the fantastic support given 
by Ms Sue McCallum VVAA NT Secretary and 
Treasurer, to the success of the project. Unfortunately 
we have to report that we received a letter from Peter 
Mansell the President of the VVAA NT our long 
serving member and Life Member, and untiring advo-
cate for our veterans, advised us that he would be 
leaving the NT (and his partner) and was applying for 
leave of absence until the AGM and would not be 
renominating, nor returning. 

We have reluctantly accepted his leave of absence 
and wish to acknowledge his service and thank him 
for his untiring support and commitment to the 
VVAA and the VVAA NT and wish him well in the 
future. 

Throughout the year we have continued to support 
Veterans Welfare as the need arises. However we are 
entering a period, whereby apart from one member 
we have no trained welfare officer nor advocates. 

We are hopeful that some of the contemporary veter-
ans joining us will step into the breach and take up 
these roles. 

We are currently undergoing a strategic plan review, 
considering all of our future options, including a suc-
cession plan for the future of our Branch. 

We will advise the executive of any outcomes per-
taining to the future of VVAA NT and our Sub 
branch. 

By Sue McCallum 
Secretary NT 
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TASMANIA REPORT 
The Tasmania State Council collectively, are 
working hard on making sure that Vietnam Vet-
erans Day 18th August 2016, best as we can 
make it, and all Sub Branches are covering the 
event. Burnie, Devonport, Launceston, Hobart 
and St Helens. 

Some Sub Branches are going back to the way it 
was done when we started, to help them remi-
nisce the old days, with the community support 
we have it should be a great day. 

The Council Meetings in Canberra are 20-30% 
more expensive than other places we have had it. 
And there appears not to be the assistance as usu-
al from the Host State, Airport transfers etc. 

There has been a lack of reporting by the respon-
sible manager’s port folios since Congress, I 
think the Executive missed an opportunity to 
school an assistant Secretary, whilst Graham was 
away. 

The Tasmanian Memorial Bush Retreat has gone 

through some slight changes and upgrades, and 
more is planned in the near future, the occupancy 
during our coldest winter in many years saw at-
tendance low, but it is picking up quickly now. 

Vice President (Bush Retreat Chair) Malcolm did 
an exceptional job for the winter magazine Debrief.  

The issues ahead of us in helping the younger vet-
erans has to be made more streamline, I know we 
have MOU with PPPVA , but as we are aware they 
are not the only group. 

Government issues with Veterans is also not clear 
as the new leader and minister for Veterans Affairs 
will take time to get his head around it . And then 
another Election will be on us. 

Let’s be sure we are full on with Welfare for our 
own Veterans first. 

Brian Harper 
President TAS 

As 2015 draws to a close, the ACT Branch must 
look at its future. 

Early in the New Year ACT members will be can-
vassed about what role they want their Branch to 
play in the VVAA in 2016 and beyond. 

Events have brought the matter to this point. Pres-
ident Kevin Gill has joined his partner Jan on an 
overseas posting for at least one year. Vice Presi-
dent Pete Ryan has decided to call it a day and, by 
the end of January, will have divested himself of 
most of his positions and responsibilities in the 
VVAA and the Veterans’ community. 

All positions will become vacant leaving the key 
roles to be filled in order to meet our constitution-
al requirements as a VVAA Branch. This means 
without these positions the Branch cannot contin-
ue to exist. 

Sad as this may be to some, the time must come 

*************** 

these options will be put to our members in Janu-
ary. 

Plans to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of Long Tan on Vietnam Veterans’ Remem-
brance Day on 18August2016 are still on track. 
Pete and Robynne are part of the organising com-
mittee together with VVF representatives and other 
key personnel.  

They have met with DVA about the Service at our 
Memorial and at the National level Pete has been 
invited to those meetings with National President 
Ken Foster. (see story p18) 

Kevin has asked that his season’s greetings to all be 
passed via this report and those sentiments are ech-
oed by Robynne, Pete and committee person Alex. 

Pete Ryan   
Vice President ACT  

ACT REPORT 
*************** 
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Continued from p19 

NSW REPORT 

*************** 

John of God Hospital Nth Richmond and Coot-
amundra RSL Vietnam Veterans Stone laying cere-
mony. All of which we attended. 
1 ARVN 

We continued our close working relationship with 
the Vietnamese Community and particularly the Ex 
Service members. At last count I had attended two 
formal Dinner Ceremonies this half, two Memorial 
Ceremonies and have a third Dinner engagement 
coming up in December as a fund raiser for 
wounded and immobilized Vietnam Veterans. 

 

Greg Cant  

President NSW National President gets in on the act during the 
“Liberty Dance”” Pic courtesy VVAA NSW 

membership and to overcome executive election tur-
bulence and executive position vacancies. Discussions 
continue with a proposal to be discussed at a future 
meeting. This raises the possibility of conflict between 
the state and national constitution in the future. 

Badge week was an outstanding success, one of the 
better results for many years with a number of sub-
branches reporting record income and increasing in-
terest within the younger generations. Restrictions 
applying to access to, and freedom of operation within 
train stations are increasing. 

Early days as yet but there is a growing sense in the 
branch that after the 2016 commemorations are over 
that there is likely to be a significant change to the 
branch with a number of some sub-branches contem-
plating their future and the likelihood of  membership 
losses. 

It is the opinion of the branch that the federal govern-
ment response to the 50th anniversary of the Battel of 
Long Tan next year has been very disappointing. De-
spite encouraging comments earlier in the year, sup-
port outside of conducting a special commemorative 

VICTORIA REPORT 

*************** 

service in Canberra-which Victoria specifically advised 
the then Minister for Veterans’ Affairs that few if any 
Victorian veterans would travel to, preferring to com-
memorate in their home state-and a grant program re-
quiring a tiresome and tedious application program, the 
federal response has been poor. Rather than promoting 
our special anniversary as a point of difference at a time 
when the nation is “ANZAC’ed out”, and an anniversary 
worthy of significant national commemoration, it ap-
pears again that Vietnam veterans are being short 
changed. 

Bob Elworthy 
President VIC   

Continued from p21….. 
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VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS 
Check www.vvaa.org.au for further information 

 
QUEENSLAND 

Standown Park - Located 91 Radke Road, Kia Ora  
Contact Rod (ex 9RAR) and Pam Elkington 07 5486 5144 or 0417 718127 
Cockscomb Veterans Camp - Located 23km from Rockhampton.  
Contact Allan Evans 07 4934 4941 for directions 
Pandanus Park – Follow the three red stripes from Mareeba, no facilities, take all and remove 
your rubbish. This is an isolated retreat in Cape York  
Sapphire Gemfields - Located behind the post office at the RSL 
Contact Peter Johnson ex 6RAR 0439 797175  
Alaric Homestead Veterans Retreat at Quilpie - Contact Duty Officer 07 4656 4740 
Rocky Creek War Memorial Park - Located at located at Tolga. Caretaker on site 
Zac’s Place - Located 715 Ross River Road, Kirwan, Townsville. 
Contact manager Mrs Margaret Standfast Ph. 07 4773 6980 or A/H 07 4723 7022 
Homestead Caravan Park - Located along the Landsborough Highway at Barcaldine Qld. Reser-
vations ph. Ben or Thanh on 07 4651 1308 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Raymond Deed Retreat - This retreat is located at Dareton. Phone the caretakers Col and 
Robyn Dunkley 03 5027 4983 
Murraguldrie Veterans Retreat - Located on the edge of the Murraguldr ie State Forest. Con-
tact: Gordon Irvin 0428 381 292 or Bob May 0417 490 127, Retreat Manager Les White 0428 
226097 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Bubblagowrie Vietnam Veterans Village - Located between Stansbury and Giles Point York-
town. Contact owner Chris Soar ex vet of Malaya 08 8853 4379 or 0419 853294 
Camp Andrew Russell – Located 35km SE of Loxton, Contact John Hough 0409 098 093 
TASMANIA 
Tasmania Veterans Retreat – Located Interlaken, Contact Robin O’Connor 03 6224 0881 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Camp Hart – Located Shire of Kulin SE Perth 
Contact Roger Lingard 08 9527 8000 0419 944 627 
Paddy’s Flat Meekatharra - Contact Chr is Atkins Caretaker and veteran on 08 9980 1220 
Bruce Rock: Located 254 Km from Per th in the wheat belt. Vets always welcome but each 
year in November they conduct a Vietnam Veterans activity. Most stay at the Bruce Rock Caravan 
Park Ph. 08 9061 1070  

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Roper Retreat - Located off the Northern territory Highway Contact Tony 0401 100514 or Jimbob 
0419 414209  
Coral House - Located 107 Bagot Rd, Ludmilla. Contact Jack Hamilton 08 8948 0050. 
Darwin Retreat - Pioneer Beach, western side of Cox Peninsula. The actual site used by the 
Vets is back from the beach about 5Km in from the turn off that continues to Mandorah  
 
 

Share your experience — if you visit a veteran friendly retreat, holiday part or a free camp area, 
please send a short story and photos to the Debrief Editor debrief@vvaa.org.au. Ed. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS FAMILY MEDALLION 

 

During World War 1 the Australian Government, through the 
Department of Defence, issued the Female Relatives Badge to 
the wife or mother (or the nearest female relative) of those on 
active service overseas and this tradition continued on into 
World War 2. 

There were two badges issued during World War 1.  One was 
issued to the nearest female relative of soldiers, airmen, nurses 
and masseuses who left Australia for active service abroad, the 
other to the nearest female relative of members of the Royal 
Australian Navy (RAN) who enlisted for general naval sea ser-
vice for at least a period of the war, and who actually performed 
service outside of Australian waters.  A bar was suspended be-
low the badge to indicate additional relatives abroad involved in 
the war effort. 

During the First World War a Mothers and Widows Badge was 
issued to the mother and/or the widow of all members of the 
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) or the Australian Naval and 
Military Expeditionary Force who had been killed in action, or 
subsequently died of wounds sustained.  The badges were sus-
pended from a white medal bar which bore laurel leaves.  Stars 
were added to the bottom bar, each representing the death of one 
man. 

During the Second World War there was only one badge issued 
to the nearest female relative of members of the RAN, Australi-
an Imperial Force (AIF), (including members of the Australian 
Nursing Service), and the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
on active duty abroad. 

The Second World War Badge was round and silver in colour. 
Suspended from two securing rings from the bottom of the 
badge was a flat rectangular bar to which stars were added rep-
resenting the number of relatives involved in the war effort, as 
with bars for the First World War badge. The badge bore the 
words “to the women of Australia”. 

The Mothers and Widows Badge of the Second World War was 

issued to the mother and/or widow of a member of the (RAN), (AIF), (including the Australian Army Nursing Service), Citizens 
Military Forces, or RAAF killed in action, or died of wounds or from other causes whilst on service or as a result of such service. 
(Courtesy of the Australian War Memorial web page)  

All of these badges have one thing in common, they featured a metal bar to which stars or bars were added for overseas service 
or those killed in action or died of wounds.   

No such badges were issued during or after the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the War in Iraq or the War in Afghanistan. It is 
time for this miscarriage to be rectified, even if belatedly so. Not just only for recognition of mothers or the nearest living female 
relative, but specifically extended to include recognition of widows, wives, partners, children grandchildren and siblings of vet-
erans of these conflicts, particularly the Vietnam War.  

The Vietnam Veteran Family Medallion (VVFM) has been designed to recognise and honour the families of Vietnam veterans 
and follows a long established tradition tracing its history back to the start of World War One. This tradition celebrated it’s 100 
year anniversary in 2014. 

Stars will be added to the bottom plate to identify your relationship to your Vietnam veteran. A gold star represents a mother, 
widow, wife or partner of a Vietnam veteran. A silver star in the bottom plate will identify the son or daughter of a Vietnam vet-
eran and a bronze star represents a grandchild of a Vietnam Veteran. The cardboard presentation box maintains the delivery pro-
tocol of service medals for World War 11, the Korean War and the Vietnam War.  

TO APPLY FOR THE VVFM YOU MUST BE A MOTHER, WIDOW, WIFE, PARTNER, CHILD, GRANDCHILD, OR SIB-
LING OF A VIETNAM VETERAN, OR A VIETNAM VETERAN APPLYING ON THEIR BEHALF. The Veteran’s details 
supplied by the applicant will be checked against the Nominal Roll of Vietnam Veterans 

The price of the VVFM including Presentation Box and delivery by Australia Post is $97. 

For further information, history, photograph, GO TO www.vvfm.com.au 

Actual size...80mm high  by 50mm wide. 

“Trade Mark pending” 
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VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INC. 
 

VIETNAM VETERAN FAMILY MEDALLION 
ORDER FORM (ONE MEDALLION PER FORM) 

 

FAMILY MEMBER   

First Name:   

Middle Name:  

Last Name:  

Rela onship to Veteran: Wife/Father/Granddaughter etc: 

DELIVERY ADDRESS   

Name   

Street Address:  

Suburb, State and Postcode  

Telephone Number:  

Email Address:  

VIETNAM VETERAN Note: All fields below must be completed 

First Name:  

Middle Name:  

Last Name:  

Service Number:   

Unit Details:   

 COST: PER Medallion with presenta on box: $97.00   

Including packing, handling, and delivery by Australia Post.  

 
Note: Each medallion is individually numbered. 

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 

  

SEND ORDER FORM AND CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER TO: 

VVAA NATIONAL MERCHANDISE 

216 FORREST ST 

PALMYRA WA 6157        PHONE 08 93397367     

Email:  merchandise@vvaa.org.au    Please supply one form per Medallion  

Card No   / / /  

Expiry Date  /  Card Type   AMEX not accepted   
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VVAA DIRECTORY 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
National President:               Ken Foster, OAM,  JP  Email: president@vvaa.org.au     MB: 0413 046 077 
 PO BOX 97 MINTO NSW 2566 
National VP1: Max Ball       Email: vicepresident1@vvaa.org.au      MB: 0405 327 319  
 98 Victoria St, Mosman Park WA 6012         LL:  08 9384 3816  
National VP2: Pete Ryan   Email: vvaanvppr@gmail.com     MB: 0407 922 591 
 PO BOX 7139  WATSON  ACT   2602 
National Secretary: Graham Anderson OAM JP  Email: secretary@vvaa.org.au      MB: 0400 404 859  
 PO BOX 97 MINTO NSW 2566  LL:  02 4443 2911 
National Treasurer:  Peter Fox   Email: treasurer@vvaa.org.au  MB: 0418 944 495 
 216 Forrest St, Palmyra  WA  6157         LL:  08 9339 7367 

NATIONAL MERCHANDISE 
Manager: Peter Fox    Email: merchandise@vvaa.org.au     MB: 0418 944 495 
 216 Forrest St, Palmyra  WA  6157         LL:  08 9339 7367 
Shop on line:       http://shop.vvaa.org.au 

DEBRIEF 
Editor:  Pete Ryan    Email:  debrief@vvaa.org.au      MB: 0407 922591 
  PO BOX 7139, Watson ACT 2602, or PO BOX 97, Minto, NSW  2566      LL:  02 6257 0687 

 
NORTHERN TERRITORY BRANCH 

PO BOX 1861 HUMPTY DOO NT 0836 
President (Acting): Bob Shewring   Email: ntpres@vvaant.org.au      MB: 0408 831 493 
Secretary:  Sue McCallum   Email: ntsec@vvaant.org.au      MB: 0414 511 952 
   

NT RURAL SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1861 HUMPTY DOO NT 0836  

Sub Branch:       Email: ntrural@vvaant.org.au     www.ntrural.vvaant.org.au 
President:  Bob Shewring   Email: ntruralpres@vvaant.org.au     MB: 0408 831 493 
Secretary:  Sew McCallum   Email: ntruralsec@vvaant.org.au     MB: 0420 469 756 
        Email: vvaant.org.au 

 
NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 

President: Greg Cant   Email: president@vvaansw.org     MB: 0413 968 985 
Secretary:  Pam Forsdike OAM  Email: secretary@vvaansw.org     MB: 0400 135 710 
  PO BOX 60 WARRAGAMBA NSW 2752 www.vvaansw.org      LL:   02 4774 1484 

BATHURST SUB BRANCH 
PO Box 153 Portland NSW 2847  

President:  John Murphy            LL:  02 6331 2791 
Secretary:  Tony Walker   Email: doc1968@southernphone.com.au    MB: 0427 541 582 
          LL:  02 6355 5504 
Meetings:   9.30 for 10am start. Last Thurs of each month at Bathurst RSL 

HUNTER/CENTRAL COAST  SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 349, BUDGEWOI NSW 2262 

Sub Branch:        Email: huntersub-br@vvaansw.org 
President:  Trevor Lawrence OAM JP Email: trevorlawrence2@bigpond.com     MB: 0404 153 189 LL:  02 4399 1165 
Secretary:  John Fraher        MB: 0408 092 230  LL:  02 4392 9371  
  

JERVIS BAY & DISTRICT SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 38 HUSKISSON NSW 2540 

President:  Glen Maher   Email: stokerpo@gmail.com    MB: 0457 347 330 
Secretary:   Leslie Hoskins Email: vvaajervisbay@internode.on.net   MB: 0407 065 031 LL: 02 4443 2911 
Drop In Centre: South Coast Veterans Co-ordinator, Michael Coble     MB: 0408 603 776 
  Legacy House, 66 Bridge Road, Nowra NSW,  Open:  0900 to 1200 every Friday 

MACARTHUR SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 928 CAMPBELLTOWN  NSW  2560  

       Email: macarthur_sub-Br@vvaansw.org 
President:  John McDonald Email: immacdonald@primus.com.au  MB: 0412 444 991 LL:  02 4634 1338 
Secretary:  John Lees    Email:john.lees5@bigpond.com   MB: 0401 528 386 LL:  02 9601 2580 
Senior Pension/Welfare officer:  Ken Foster OAM 
Drop in Centre: Dredge’s Cottage, 303 Queen St, CAMPBELLTOWN NSW 2560 

ST MARYS OUTPOST  
PO BOX 3049  SOUTH ST MARYS  NSW 2760  

President:       Tony Mallavey         MB: 0416 231 993  
Secretary :     Sam Vecchio Email: vietvet@tpg.com.au or,      vvaastmarys.org.au  
    Email: sam.vecchio@bigpond.com      MB: 0418 247 325 
Drop in Centre: Cnr Mamre Rd. & Hall St., ST MARYS         LL:  02 9833 4700 
       Email: vietvet@tpg.com.au    FX:  02 9833 4022 LL:  02 9833 4711 

SOUTH WEST NSW & WAGGA SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 6323 WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650 

President:  Keith Poole   Email: keithspoole48@bigpond.com   MB: 0418 692 566 LL:  02 6926 1214 
Secretary:  To Be Advised   Email: sw&wagga_sub-br@vvaansw.org     
Retreat:  Murraguldrie Veterans Retreat  www.vvaansw.org/murragaldrie.htm 
Contact:         Gordon Irvin          MB: 0428 381 292 
  Les White         MB: 0428 226 097  
 Bob May          MB: 0417 490 127 

VICTORIA BRANCH 
Branch:  Anzac House,  4 Collins Street, MELBOURNE VIC 3000  www.vvaavic.org.au FX: 03 9655 5582  LL:  03 9655 5588  
President:  Bob Elworthy   Email: president@vvaavic.org.au     MB: 0402 106 262 LL:  03 9432 7441 
Secretary:  Peter Bright    Email: secretary@vvaavic.org.au     MB: 0438 597 932 LL:  03 9747 8125 

BALLARAT SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 180, SEBASTOPOL VIC 3356 

President: Sandy McCann   Email: president.ballarat@vvaavic.org.au    MB: 03 5466 7351 
Secretary: Wayne Hoffman   Email: secretary.ballarat@vvaavic.org.au    MB: 0428 987 606 LL:  03 5342 987 606 

BENDIGO SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 89   BENDIGO   VIC   3552  

President: Terry Nolan   Email: president.bendigo@vvaavic.org.au     LL:  03 5449 3532 
Secretary: Ken Bowen      Email: secretary.bendigo@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0458 384 086   

BOX HILL SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 280, DINGLEY VILLAGE VIC 3172 

President: John Harward   Email: president.boxhill@vvaavic.org.au     LL:  03 9803 3350 
Secretary: Rod Burgess   Email: secretary.boxhill@vvaavic.org.au    MB: 0439 378 989  

CASTLEMAINE SUB BRANCH 

1A Myring St, CASTLEMAINE VIC 3450 
President: Alan Lane  Email: president.castlemaine@vvaavic.org.au MB:0428 567 794 LL: 03 5472 3115  

Further updates refer to www.vvaa.org.au 
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Secretary: Refer President   Email: secretary.castlemaine@vvaavic.org.au   
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS SUB BRANCH 

53 HIGH VIEW CRESCENT, GISBORNE VIC 3437 
President: Ken Bryce   Email: president.centralhighlands@vvaavic.org.au MB: 0407 737 386  LL:  03 5428 3290 
Secretary: Trish Power  Email: secretary.centralhighlands@vvaavic.org.au MB: 0409 333 235 LL:  03 5428 3243 
         

DIAMOND VALLEY SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 542 GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088 

President: Peter Blackman    Email: president.diamondvalleyanddistrict@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0400 363 143 LL: 03 9459 5117  
Secretary: Alan Comben    Email: secretary.diamondvalleyanddistrict@vvaavic.org.au MB: 0432 631 413  LL:  03 9435 9213 

ECHUCA SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 743 MOAMA NSW 2731 

President: Ken Jones  Email: president.echuca@vvaavic.org.au MB:0438 971 670  LL:  03 5480 0139 
Secretary:  Bob Johnson  Email: secretary.echuca@vvaavic.org.au  MB:0409 971 726   LL:  03 5483 7411 

 FRANKSTON SUB BRANCH 
 PO BOX 1429  FRANKSTON  VIC 3199 

President: Ray Weston   Email: president.frankston@vvaavic.org.au    LL:  03 9772 5361 
Secretary:  Cheryl Myers   Email: secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au    LL:  03 9776 6600 

GEELONG & DISTRICTS SUB BRANCH 
       PO BOX 484   GEELONG   VIC   3220     gdvvaa@gmail.com 
Secretary: Reiny Nieuwenhof    Email: president.geelong@vvaavic.org.au     MB: 0417 414 689 
Secretary: David Weeks      Email: secretary.geelong@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0419 347 194  LL:  03 9747 0121 

GIPPSLAND SUB BRANCH  
 PO BOX 902   SALE   VIC   3850 

President: Geoffrey Hopkins   Email: president.gippsland@vvaavic.org.au  MB:  0409 961 253 
Secretary: Mick Hawryluk    Email: secretary.gippsland@vvaavic.prg.au     LL: 03 5144 3542 
 

GOULBURN VALLEY SUB BRANCH 
139 FUZZARDS ROAD, NUMURAH VIC   3636 

President:  Peter Dearly   Email: president.goulburnvalley@vvaavic.org.au    LL:  03 5862 3969 
Secretary:  Jeff Stanyer    Email: secretary.goulburnvalley@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0419 135 909 LL:  03 5862 3829 
 

INTERNATIONAL/HEADQUARTERS SUB BRANCH 
c/- CVVSC PO BOX 820 BENDIGO CENTRAL VIC 3552 

Administrator: Sue McQueen Email: asstsecretary@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0400 821 457  LL: 03 5444 1871 
MARYBOROUGH SUB BRANCH 

PO BOX 274   MARYBOROUGH VIC  3465 
President: Bernard (Ben) Holscher   Email: president.maryborough@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0410 627 965 LL:  03 5460 5033 
Secretary: Daniel McIvor OAM  Email: secretary.maryborough@vvaavic.org.au    LL: 03 5464 1219  

MELBOURNE WEST SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1430   WERRIBEE PLAZA  VIC   3030  

President: Charles Peterson   Email: president.melbournewest@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0466 936 556 LL:  03 9395 9017 
Secretary: Ray Matthew   Email: secretary.melbournewest@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0400 107 130 LL:  03 9749 2835 
                www.melbournewest.vvaavic.org.au/ 

MELTON & DISTRICT SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 981   MELTON   VIC   3337 

President: John Hodges   Email: president.melton@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0439 262 222 LL:03 9746 0717 
Secretary: Jim Fitzgerald   Email: secretary.melton@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0415 679 677 

MITCHELL SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 812 SEYMOUR VIC 3660 

President: Ross Stewart   Email: president.mitchell@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0407 646 988  LL: 03 5792 2666 
Secretary: Ross Gregson   Email: secretary.mitchell@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0417 973 573  LL: 03 5792 3227 

 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA SUB BRANCH 

PO  BOX 4012 ROSEBUD  VIC   3939 
President: Kevin Mawdsley    Email: president.morningtonpeninsula@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0429 633 081 LL:  03 5982 0817 
Secretary: Peter Howard   Email: secretary.morningtonpeninsula@vvaavic.org.au     LL:  03 5986 2510 

MURRAY BORDER ASSOCIATION SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 8084 WODONGA VIC  3690 

President/Secretary: Gary Treeve   Email: president.murrayborder@vvaavic.org.au   MB:  0407 480 201 LL:  02 6059 2765 
 

 MUSEUM SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 318 SAN REMO VIC 3925 

President: John Methven OAM        MB: 0417 247 551 LL: 03 5678 5728 
Secretary: Bill Noble   Email: secretary.museum@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0414 385 750  LL: 03 5678 5215 

NOBLE PARK SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 295, NOBLE PARK V IC 3174 

President: Ray McCarthy   Email: secretary.noblepark@vvaavic.org.au     MB: 0418 552 804 LL: 03 9798 5379 
Secretary: John Pilkington         MB: 0413 163 749 LL: 03 9749 2672 

NORTH WEST SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 211 GLENROY VIC 3046 

President:  Tom Clayton   Email: president.northwest@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0438 306 709 LL: 03 9306 7474 
Secretary:  Basil Tiligadis   Email: secretary.northwest@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0419 890 340 LL: 03 9354 5299 

OUTER EASTERN MELBOURNE SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 763   BORONIA   VIC   3155  

President: Amat (Aff) Binnoore    Email: president.outereasternmelbourne@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0409 365 210  LL: 03 9801 5537 
Secretary: Maree Ferguson  Email: secretary.outereasternmelbourne@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0414 369 213  LL: 03 9722 9787 

RAAF SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 462 ASCOT VALE  VIC 3032 

President:  Gareth Davis   Email: president.raaf@vvaavic.org.au     MB: 0419 687 438  LL: 03 9827 8313 
Secretary:  Rick Holmes   Email: secretary.raaf@vvaavic.org.au      LL: 03 9317 7304 

SWAN HILL SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1650 SWAN HILL VIC 3585 

President:  Harold Heslop JP   Email: president.swanhill@vvaavic.org.au  MB: 0448 778 010 LL:  03 95033 1896 
Secretary:  Maralyn Toppinen   Email: secretary.swanhill@vvaavic.org.au    LL:  03 5033 2614 

 
 

WARRNAMBOOL SUB BRANCH 
9 JAMES STREET, PORT FAIRY VIC   3284 

President/Secretary:  Don Roberts   Email: secretary.warrnambool@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0467 556 818 LL:  03 5568 1837 
  

WEST GIPPSLAND SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 556  DROUIN   VIC   3818 

President:  Mike Latimer   Email: president.westgippsland@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0418 386 871 
Secretary:  Frank Grant   Email: secretarywestgippsland.@vvaavic.org.au   MB: 0430 123 527 LL:  03 5625 4457 

WIMMERA SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 345  HORSHAM VIC 3400 

President:  Ken Taylor   Email: president.wimmerav@vaavic.org.au   MB: 0428 852 719 LL:  03 5385 2719 
Secretary:  Tony Welbourne   Email: secretary.wimmera@vvaavic.org.au     LL:  03 5381 2438 
 

VICTORIA EDUCATION TEAM 
ANZAC House 4 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000 

President/Secretary: Rob Lowe   Email: relowe1@bigpond.com    MB: 0419 591 676 LL: 03 9801 5204 
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM 

25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven VIC 3925 (Phillip Island) - ww.vietnamvetsmuseum.org 
       Email: vvmuseum@nex.net.au    FX:  03 5956 6406 LL: 03 5956 6400 

 
QUEENSLAND BRANCH 

PO BOX 1654 THURINGOWA QLD  4817  
President:  Peter Hindle   Email: president@vvaaqueensland.asn.au   MB: 0400 032 786 LL:  07 4723 0569 
Snr Vice President  Bob Taylor   Email: Bob.Taylor3@bigpond.com    MB: 0417 767715 
Secretary:  Peter Hindle   Email: secretary@vvaaqueensland.asn.au   MB: 0400 032 786 
Drop In Centre:  REMEMBRANCE HOUSE 61 Progress Road, Burpengary Qld 4505    LL: 07 3888 6004 LL:  07 3888 7001   
   Open: Mon to Fri 0900 to 1300         www.vvaaqueensland.asn.au 

BRIBIE ISLAND SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1001   BONGAREE   QLD   4507 

President:  Doug Marsen   Email: dougiepat@bigpond.com    MB: 0418 793 658 LL:  07 3408 6396 
Secretary:  Jock Young   Email: brivets@bigpond.com     MB: 0412 084 558 LL:  07 3408 8644 
Drop In Centre:  The Recreational Hall, 156 Fir st Ave, Bongaree Qld 4507     LL:  07 3408 0405 
   Open: 1000 to 1300 Mon to Fri             www.diggerz.org/~vvaabi 

BRISBANE NORTH SUB BRANCH 
PO  BOX 61 KALLANGUR QLD   4503  

President:  Angus Fraser   Email: presvvaabnenth@bigpond.com      MB: 0407 174 469 
Secretary:  Peter Thorne    Email: vvaabrisbanenorth@bigpond.com     MB: 0409 633 353 
Drop In Centre:  Black Duck Cottage   Email: vvaabrisbanenorth@bigpond.com     LL:  07 3886 5411  
:   3 Ogg Rd, Murrumba Downs, QLD 450 , Open: 0800 to 1300 hours every Wednesday    www.vvaabrisbanenorth.asn.au 
Meetings:  Third Sunday each month 10:00am 

BUNDABERG & DISTRICT 
PO BOX 2955, BUNDABERG QLD 4670 

President:   Ray Ellis    Email: vvaabundaberg@exemail.com.au     MB: 0429 956 515 
Secretary:  Sonya Leijen   Email: vvaabundaberg@exemail.com.au     MB: 0431 754 083 
Drop In Centre:   Corner Pitt & May Street, BUNDABERG         MB: 0431 754 083 

BURDEKIN SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1285  AYR QLD 4807 

Vice President:  Don Bailey    Email: donbailey46@mail.com       MB: 0406 085 567  LL:  07 4783 6672 
Secretary:  Ivan Bunn             

CABOOLTURE SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 706, BURPENGARY QLD 4505 

President:   John Dolton          MB: 0408 075 229 
Secretary:  Charmaine Roberts   Email: twobigdogs@bigpond.com    MB: 0419 779 012 LL: 07 5429 5805 

GOLD COAST SUB BRANCH (new name) 
PO BOX 7 CURRUMBIN QLD 4223 

President:  John Weldon   Email: jwe57528@bigpond.net.au    MB: 0427 053 106 
Secretary:  Roger Collins   Email: dcollins1333@gmail.com    MB: 0402 296 950 
Support Centre:  164 Durrington St, Currumbin Creek Qld 4223         LL:  07 5559 5022 

GRANITE BELT SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 860 STANTHORPE QLD 4380 

Secretary:  Kerry Ryan   Email: ryankaym@bigpond.com      LL:  07 4683 7135 
GYMPIE SUB BRANCH 

217 Mary St, GYMPIE   QLD   4570 (Gympie RSL) 
President: Len Heron         MB: 0428  799416 
Secretary:  Keith Fraser   Email: kadfraser7@bigpond.com    MB: 0427 824257 LL:  07 5482 4257 

HERVEY BAY SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 3243 PIALBA QLD 4655 

President:  Bob Taylor   Email: rob.taylor3@bigpond.com     MB: 0417 767715 LL:  07 4124 2443 
Secretary:  John Rutland            LL:  07 4124 8030 
Drop Inn Centre:  Freedom Park, Main Road Pialba Qld 4655         LL:  07 4128 3759  
   Open Mon-Fri 0900-1230 Email: vvaaherveybay@bigpond.com       www.vaasc.com.au 
 

NOOSA SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 974, TEWANTIN QLD 4565 

President:  Neil Webb   Email: neilwebb3@bigpond.com      LL:  07 5471 0839 
Secretary:  Lyn Boyle   Email: mainoosa@active8.net.au      LL:  07 5455 5195 

REDCLIFFE SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 38 KIPPA-RING QLD 4021 

President:  Charles Parsons   Email: blackhat47@optusnet.com.au      LL:  07 3880 4082 
Secretary:  John van Pelt   Email: john@jvpdesign.com       LL:  07 3880 4788 

SOUTH BURNETT SUB BRANCH 
320 Haly St, KINGAROY QLD 4610 

President:  Trevor Sanderson    Email: tsanderson4@bigpond.com      LL:  07 4168 3115 
Secretary:  George Stewart    Email: cheradon01@bigpond.com      LL:  07 4164 2241 

SUNSHINE COAST SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 533 COTTON TREE QLD 4558 

President:  Ron Strong   Email: ronstrong47@gmail.com     MB: 0438 187145  LL:  07 5492 1542 
Secretary:  John Cunnington   Email: secretaryvvaasc@gmail.com    MB: 0415 375968 LL:  07 5493 3513 
Drop In Centre:  Maroochy Library Admin Building,   Email: www.vietnamvetsec.org.au 
   44 Sixth Ave, Cotton Maroochydore Qld  Open: Mon—Thur 0900—1600 Fri 0900-1300  

TOWNSVILLE SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 1654 THURINGOWA QLD  4817 

President:  Peter Hindle          MB: 0400 032786  
Secretary:  Gavin Rogers   Email: secretary@vvaatvl.org.au    MB: 0417 774789 LL:  07 4723 0569 
Drop In Centre:  ZAC’s PLACE ACCOMODATION CENTRE  
   715 Ross River Road, Kirwan Qld 4817    Email: secretary@vvaatvl.org.au 
   Open: Mon—Fri 0800-1130  

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BRANCH 
PO BOX 7139  WATSON  ACT   2602 

Vice President:  Pete Ryan   Email: vvaa.act.pres@gmail.com     MB: 0407 922591  LL:  02 6257 0687 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
CITY and COUNTRY 

38 KALGOORLIE ST, MT HAWTHORN WA 6016 
President:   Richard Williams  Email: president@vvaawa.org.au    MB: 0424 368670 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
President:  Mike (Moose) Benyk JP  Email vietvetsapres@chariot.net.au    MB: 0414 880 671 
Secretary:  Alan Thornton   Email vietvetsasec@chariot.net.au      MB: 0407 012164 
Office:  Torrens Parade Ground, Victoria Drive, ADELAIDE 5000      FX:  08 8232 9899 LL:08 8232 9422 
  Office hours: Mon to Fri 9.30am—12.30pm Email: vietvetsa@chariot.net.au   www.vvaa-sa.asn.au 

COPPER COAST SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 80 MOONTA SA 5558 

President:   Keith Wilkinson          MB: 0417 834260 LL:08 8825 2916 
Secretary:    Judy Nankivell   Email: tamfarm@bigpond.com     MB: 0428 256201 LL: 08 8823 2463 
Clubrooms:   Military Rd, Moonta  Email: coppervets@yp-connect.net    LL:  08 8825 1583  
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                www.vvaacoppercoast.org.au 
NORTHERN SUBURBS SUB BRANCH 

PO BOX 2193 SALISBURY DOWNS  SA 5108 
President:  Pieter Dawson   Email: vvaanssb@nuskope.com.au    MB: 0431 513711 
Secretary:  John Oldfield          MB: 0422 875492 
Office:   Peter Badcoe V C Complex, Building 200 East Ave, Edinburgh SA     FX:  08 8252 1633 LL: 08 8252 1933  

PORT AUGUSTA SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 2243, PORT AUGUSTA SA 5710 

President:  Wayne Shephard          MB: 0411 482572  LL: 08 8641 9165 
Treasurer:  Bruce Henderson   Email: bruce.henderson@bigpond.com 
Secretary:  Gus Munzer           MB: 0429 652 887 LL: 08 8641 9165 
Office:   Hugh-Davies Memorial Centre        LL:  08 8641 9165 
  Clyde Engineering Crib Room. Cnr Railway & Carlton Parades     FX:  08 8641 2211 
  Open: 11am—2pm Mon, Wed, Fri  Email: mensshed2@portaugusta.sa.gov.au 

RIVERLAND SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 241 BARMERA . SA 5345 

President:  Jim Best    Email: riverlandvva@gmail.com      LL: 08 8580 3179 
Secretary:  Graham Pendle   Email: gdpendle@hotmail.com     MB: 0412 959602 LL: 08 8586 5083 

WALKERVILLE SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 71WALKERVILLE SA 5081 

President:    Bob Majba   Email: walkervillersl@bigpond.com.au    MB: 0411 103391 
Secretary:    Rod Hill           MB: 0439 806992 LL: 08 8269 7679  
Office:    Walkerville RSL, (98 Walkerville Tce)  

TASMANIA BRANCH 
PO BOX 89, HUONVILLE TAS 7109 

President:  Brian Harper OAM   Email: vvaabchoam@gmail.com    MB: 0417 074616 
Secretary:  Ron Coxon OAM   Email: roncoxon@iinet.net.au    MB: 0412 264346 LL: 03 6266 6467 or  03 6266 6478 

BURNIE & DISTRICTS SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 723 BURNIE TAS 7320 

President:  Warwick Luttrell   Email: warwick.luttrell@outlook.com    MB: 0408 333 360 
Secretary:  Dave Russell   Email: dave.russell49@ iinet.net.au  LL:  03 6431 2712 LL:  03 6431 3311 WK: 0411 415134 

 
MERSEY— LEVEN SUB BRANCH 
PO BOX 542 DEVONPORT TAS 7310  

President:  Tas Browning    Email: tasarb10@hotmail.com    MB: 0417 124 655 LL: 03 6424 6314 
Secretary:  Gerald O’Dea   Email: gandhodea69@bigpond.com    MB: 0418 140622 LL:  03 6424 1543 

 
EASTCOAST (TAS) SUB BRANCH 

64 Scamander Ave, SCAMANDER TAS 7215 
President:  Gary Graham            LL:  03 6372 5727  
Secretary:  Debbie Shields   Email:  vvaa_eastcsttas@bigpond.com      LL:  03 6372 5727  

 
GREATER HOBART SUB BRANCH 

35 MALUKA ST, BELLERIVE TAS 7310  
President:  John Thompson   Email: jat4411@bigpond.net.au      LL:  03 6273 0228 
Secretary:  Brian McKenzie OAM  Email: oldfaithful1@bigpond.com     MB: 0439 030429 LL:  03 6245 1717 

 
LAUNCESTON SUB BRANCH 

313 WELLINGTON ST, LAUNCESTON TAS 7249 
       Email. vvaalauncestontas@gmail.com 
President:  John Wright    Email: jgcalwinda@activ8.net.au    MB: 0413 291 119  LL:  03 6398 6211 
Secretary:  Terry Byrne     Email: terryandsonya@internode.on.net    MB: 0448 029408 LL:  03 6344 7725  

LINE OF COMMAND!  
When a MEMBER changes his/her contact details they should advise their BRANCH SECRETARY who in turn 
advises their STATE SECRETARY who will then advise the NATIONAL SECRETARY.   
Any changes to members details will not be acknowledged by the Debrief Editor.  Changes to BRANCH details 
should follow the same ‘line of command’.  The National Secretary will advise the Debrief Editor of changes re-
quired for the Debrief Directory and the VVAA web site, which can be updated as soon as advised. 
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Manager: Peter Fox 

Location: Western Australia 

Email: merchandise@vvaa.org.au 

Shop: http://shop.vvaa.org.au  

Phone: 0893397367 0418944495 

Mail: 216 Forrest St, PALMYRA 6157 

No credit card? Prefer to pay by 
cheque?  

You can order the items you want by 
email or snail mail, and we will 
get back to you with a firm 
price including postage, so you 
can send a cheque. 

Merchandise sales are an important part of 
Sub-Branch fund raising. Before ordering 
from the online shop, check if you can get it 
from your sub-branch. Some item prices may 
be slightly higher from sub-branches, but re-
member they have already paid the postage. 

Did you know that the main objective of National Merchandise is to support your 
fund raising ?   Orders for resale by you should be emailed or posted to us, to avoid 

the transaction fee on orders placed on the online shop, and to obtain reseller pricing 
and payment terms. 

Do you have merchandise items that you would like placed on our online shop? 

You do not have to create an 
account or login to place an 
order. Click on ‘Checkout as 
Guest’. Postage varies accord-
ing to the size and weight of 
items ordered as stated in the terms and 
conditions.  We will minimise postage 
where possible. 

Check the Specials and Clearance items 
regularly, as we will be clearing a lot of 
over-stocked and superseded items in com-
ing months. 

National Merchandise, including the 
Online Shop, will be closed for orders from 
1 January until 1 February, for end of fi-
nancial year processing and some much 
needed R&R. 

Orders received up to 20 Dec will be posted 
21 Dec, and MAY arrive in time for Christ-
mas. If you are in a country area, order 
early. 

There will be plenty of specials posted on 
the web site during December so check reg-
ularly 

http://shop.vvaa.org.au/category15_1.htm 


